Rev. Lynn Caffoe 



Documents Produced by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 201 3 
Pursuant to JCCP 4286 Settlement Agreement 



Vicar for Clergy Database 
Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 



Lynn R. Caffoe 



Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 
Birth Place 
Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 
Date of Incardination 
Religious Community 
Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 
Canon State 
Begin Pension Date 



12/12/1945 

Jamestown, New York, USA 
5/29/1971 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Latin 

Deceased 
Diocesan Priest 



Age: 
Deanery: 



Incard Process □ 



Seminary 
Ethnicity 



St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 
American (USA) 



Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 
Virtus Training Date 



Assignment History 

Beginning Date Completion Date 



Deceased, Notified in December that he had passed away in November 


11/23/2009 




2009. 






Dismissed from Clerical State, Rescript from the Congregation for the 


1/20/2006 


11/30/2009 


Doctrine of the Faith, Prot. no. 867/2004. Deceased in late November 2009. 






Inactive Leave, Absent without leave. 


7/1/1992 


1/20/2006 


Sick Leave 


8/21/1991 


6/30/1992 


St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, Long Beach Associate Pastor (Parochial 


7/1/1991 


8/20/1991 


Vicar), Active Service 






St. James Catholic Church, Redondo Beach Associate Pastor (Parochial 


9/22/1986 


6/30/1991 


Vicar), Active Service 






St. Bede the Venerable Catholic Church, La Canada Flintridge Associate 


7/9/1982 


9/21/1986 


Pastor (Parochial Vicar), Active Service 






Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, North Hills Associate Pastor (Parochial 


6/16/1975 


7/8/1982 


Vicar), Active Service 
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St. Callistus Catholic Church, Garden Grove Associate Pastor (Parochial 6/14/1971 6/15/1975 

vicar), Active Service 
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29 January 75 



ARCHBISHOP 



An accusation was made to Father HHHHP> St Calistus, Garden Grove, that his 
assocxate, Father LYNN CAFFOE , was overly affectionate to some of the altar boys. The 
complaint was made by the parents of the boys. (Tuesday, 21 Jan 75) 

Fathers ggttp and Caffoe came to the Chancery and discussed this matter with 
me. Father Caffoe wanted an immediate transfer in spite of the fact that he claimed in- 
nocence of the charge. He felt it better for the well being of the parish. Father 
seemed to agree with this. 

I indicated that, in light of Fr. Caffoe 's innocence, I felt they both should spend 
a tew days xn trying to evaluate the situation and possible scandal. 

•«.». u F ather Caffoe called me , Tuesday, January 28, indicating that after consultation 
^ th - the Parents involved and clearing up some misunderstanding on their part, he and Fr 
j^m^belxeved that an immediate transfer was NOT called for. 

Father Caffoe will be assigned there four years in May. No doubt there will 
be a regular change for him before the end of 1975. 
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DATE 
FROM 
TO 
RE 



MEMORANDUM CONFIDENTIAL 

May 8, 1989 " 



Monsicrnor Curry 



Archbishop Mahony 



Father Lynn Caffoe 



On May 4 a woman called me to say that Lynn Caffoe had a problem 
with child abuse and demanded to know what the Archdiocese was 
going to do about it. I asked her if she could give me any details 
and she provided me with the following information Y details 

She observed two incidents. Once, she saw Lynn outside the sacristy 
holding a fourth-grade boy's face in his hands and forcing the S??o 
look at him. Another time, she saw him to the same with I thirteen- 
Year-old boy . and then embrace the boy hard for a prolonged time 

aaain" em ^ aCing th ! b °y' he ^cked him on the rear and^mbracld him 
again. This was at a CCD event and happened recently. 

The woman would not give me her name, and I explained how difficult 

tLt ala S!? ° n /^ J"* 8 ° f an anonymous call. She underwood 

mf Li name o? ^ ^ be Will±ng to Cal1 later and. give 

me the name of her attorney. she mentioned that, given the problems 
at St James's school in the past year, surely one would think the 
priests and sisters there would be especially circumspect 

While she was not particularly friendly, neither was she hostile and 
she betrayed no hint that she had any other grievance with FaJhlr 

Se tTkoTna^V^ "£? - kne \ him ~* ^ Her attitude lltTlf 
he is doing this m public, what is he doing in private' I could not 

bring S the LtlTrTn X * ^ ^ 1 aSS " red ^ 1 ^ ^ 

certLSv ™t V t Pr °l er authoritie ^ and that we would 

certainly not ignore what she had said. 

ctinSes^reW ^ ^ info ™ ation by way of an anonymous 

call does present a problem. Having discussed the matter with Jfl^M 
■■^^^ I propose to wait for about a week to see if she will q, inn i7 
the name of her lawyer. if she does not do so I propose ll ask* * 

Sd n sa? S^t wSiS ^ tQ 6Xplain t0 exac?fy S wha? ^ now 

on tSe Y b^s?s or L **** R ° accusa tions and do not make decisions 
of the matter? Y an ° nymous cal1 ' nevertheless he should be aware 
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MEMORANDUM 



DATE 



May 19, 1989 



CONFIDENTIAL 



FROM 



Monsignor Thomas Curry 



TO 



Archbishop Mahony 



RE 



Lynn Caffoe 



The woman who called me some time ago about Lynn Caffoe 
telephoned again yesterday, asking for a report on what 
action I had taken. I told her that since she continued 
to remain anonymous, I could not discuss the matter with 
her and tried to explain why. She did not say she 
understood, but our conversation was civil. 

I saw Lynn today and simply presented the information to 
him, stating that I was not making an accusation and not 
even asking for a response. He was upset by the accusation 
but thanked me for sharing the information with him. He 
said that he is affectionate with all children, but he 
clearly believed he has done no wrong. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



March 20, 1991 

FROM: Father 

TO: Father Timothy Dyer 

RE: Father Lynn Caffoe 

These are some slig htly filled-o u t notes I took in the February 26,1991 
meeting with Father ^HHI^^B f^lH^pHUHHIttt and yourself. 

The pastor and the principal of St. James Parish came with a concern 
about how Father Lynn Caffoe relates to teenagers. Causes of 
concern include: 

1) He runs a junior high youth group, a senior high youth group, 

and the R.C.I. A. Does almost nothing else. Didn't hear Confessions 
for about two years. 



2) Several incidents which left 



uncomfortable : 



3) 



a) She walked into a darkened parish hall one afternoon, 
"felt" a presence, called out, no reply, and she left to 
get something from her car. Upon r eturning, she met Lynn 
with an eighth grader named QMI^V coming from a dark area 
behind the curtain. He talked as if everything was normal. 

b) She noticed his car parked b y the s chool from 3:45 to about 
5:30 on a weekday. Another flHHobserved him carrying a 
bike with a young kid in tow near the end of that time. He 
was apparently alone with thekid in the school for over an 
hour and a half. 

c) sjHHHB met several boys coming out of the rectory before some 
school event. They said they had to change their shirts in 
Father Lynn's room. 



These less than shocking events app arently took on an ominous 
t^^because of the way both Father SBHBHB^ and ^■BHI^^^ 

observe how Father Lynn behaves around boys. She said, 
"I turn away when I see him hug teenagers." Father flSt empha- 
tically agreed that he had the same reaction. Father tfl^P seems 
to spend an inordinate amount of time with the boys hired to 
work in the rectory part-time. 

When I suggested we talk to Father Lynn about this, Father flMHBt 
said Father Lynn would have to move if that happened because, "when 
i^oinestoanger, we're talking Charlie Manson here." Both Sister 
flBl^BHPI^and Father MP told stores of Fat her Lynn's losing 
his temper at staff meetings, etc. Father JH| "At a moment's notice 
Father Lynn becomes very loud and a ngry, his face changes, he just 
goes 'wingy.'" I asked Sister V^HBI what effect his anger 
had^on her. She said, "I'm afraid of him, even of physical violence, 
don't trust him. People are so afraid of his anger that they'd rather 
let him have his way." 
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MEMORANDUM 

March 22, 1991 

TO: Archbishop Mahony 
FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 
RE: Fr. Lynn Caff oe 




I have met again with Fr. ^H^concerning Fr. Caffoe. Fr.' 
was present. Based on what we have heard both from Fr. ^B^^fcand 
the Principal of St. James School, p^BHW we are planning 
to confront Fr. Caffoe right after Easter. 

At this point there is testimony concerning a lot of suspicious activity 
and a few things that are clearly against policy, eg. minors in his 
room. As you know, Fr. Caffoe has been called in to the office on two 
occasions (January, 1975 and May 1989) for similar activity. 

Fr.< 



told me also thatJHjiH^^mm^ (whose home parish 
is St. James) has been approached by three families who have 
complained about th e way Fr. Caffoe is overly familiar with their 
teenage sons. I had^^^in to see me. One of the families claims that 
their son was invited to Fr. Caf foe's bedroom where they ran up $100 
in phone calls on the 900 number. None of the people who have spoken 
to will let us use their names or testimony. 

The broader problem seems to be Fr. Caffoe's explosive anger, his lack 
of adult friends and his unwillingness to h ear confessions over the last 

several years. Wi 1 li.n i nlh il ivilli Hi BBMB^^E I will ask 

Fr. Caffoe to begin seeing him after our intervention . ™ -» 



I will keep you informed. 



He 
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REDACTED 



L 




^0'^ 'fl~~. f^t — 

- REDACTED 



RCALA001147 



f. 



SAINT JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH ' " IT^ 

415 VINCENT STREET, REDONDO BEACH. CALIFORNIA 90277 

372-5611 / 372-5228 




APRIL 4, 1991 



ARCHBISHOP ROGER MAHONY 
DEAR ARCHBISHOP : 

In lig ht of the appointment that I had with Father Tim Dyer and Father 
►on Tuesday, April 2nd, I am formally requesting a one year 
sabbatical beginning June 1, 1991. I Would desire to be appointed as a priest 
in residence at a parish where I could be of some assistance during the 
year of sabbatical. At the time of placement I will avail myself, of the 
regui red appoi ntments , tests and evaluation of psychiatrist, Doctor 



Initially, my desire for a sabbatical was for beginning on May 1st, 
ver bally expres sed at the Tuesday appointment. However, due to the fact that 
Fr -flBHHH7 the other associate at St. James, will have his annual 
vacation from late April until June 1st in India, t his does not seem 
reasonable. It would leave only Father MHHHT to minister to the needs 
of the parish for an extended period of time. 

I would hope that the one year sabbatical while continuing to minister 
as a priest in a parih in a limited but helpful fashion, having the required 
counseling, using the time for rest, renewal spiritually, learning more about 
myself and the ministry, as well as reading and updating, would allow me to 
resume full ministry again in the Archdiocese in whatever capacity you would 
deem suitable. 

I thank you for your considerations in this very important matter to 
me at this time in my priesthood. 



Sincerely, in Christ, 





Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 



cc: Reverend Tim Dyer 



9719 



CCI 003663 



RCALA001148 



SAINT JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH 

415 VINCENT STREET, REDONDO BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90277 

372-5611 / 372-5228 



APRIL 4, 1991 



ARCHBISHOP ROGER MAHONY 
DEAR ARCHBISHOP: 

In light of the appointment that I had with Father Tim Dyer and Father 
imm^on Tuesday, April 2nd, I am formally requesting a one year 
sabbatical beginning June 1, 1991. I wound desire to be appointed as a priest 
in residence at a parish where I could be of some assistance during the 
year of sabbatical. At the time of placement I will avail myself of the 
required appointments, tests and evaluation of psychiatrist, Doctorj 



Initially, my desire for a sabbatical was for beginning on May 1st, 
verbally expressed at the Tuesday appointment. However, due to the fact that 
^■fllHIii the other associate at St. James, will have his annual 
vacation from late April until June 1st in India, this does not seem 
reasonable. It would leave only Fa ther Q^mjm|^^to minister to the needs 
of the parish for an extended period of time. 

I would hope that the one year sabbatical while continuing to minister 
as a priest in a parish in a limited but helpful fashion, having the required 
counseling, using the time for rest, renewal spiritually, learning more about 
myself and the ministry, as well as reading and updating, would allow me to 
resume fall ministry again in the Archdiocese in whatever capacity you would 
deem suitable. 

I thank you for your . considerations in this very important matter to 
me at this time in my priesthood. 



Sincerely, in Christ, 





Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 



cc: Reverend Tim Dyer 
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April 5, 1991 



TO: 



FROM: 




RE: REV. LYNN CAFFOE 



Father Lynn Caffoe, Father Tim Dyer, and I met for about an hour 
Tuesday morning, April 2. Father Dyer ou tlined the re ason for 

our conference: a verbal r eport from 

James school, describing 
their concern about Father Caffoe' s behavior with adolescent boys 
and his tendency to "blow up" in rages that intimidate staff and 
parishioners. Father Dyer related an incident that left Sister 
mmHP worried and uncomfortable : She entered the stage 
area of the parish hall one afternoon, no lights on, and "felt" 
a presence of someone. She called out; no one answered. She 
returned to her car to fetch something she had forgotten, returned 
within a few minutes to meet Father Lynn coming from a darkened 
area behind the curtains with an eighth-grade boy behind him. 

Father Dyer also mentioned IflHHflB concern about Father Lynn ' s 
having the same eighth-grader come to see him in the rectory 
during class time and another occasion of observing Father Caffoe 
alone with a youngster for a couple of hours in an empty school. 

I expanded Father flH^ and description of Father 

Caffoe's anger episodes: Father flHV " At a moment's notice, 
Lynn becomes very loud and angry ^hi^race changes, he just goes 
' wingy 1 . fl^HP ^^Hl^fl^H^F " 1>m afraid of him, even physically . 

I can't trust him. ^^^^^re af raid of his anger so much that 
they'd rather let him have his way." I pointed out that reactions 
this severe from the staff indicate real pastoral abuse, a problem 
that deserves professional attention. 

I failed to explicitly mention Fatner flHH|^ concern that, except 
for the R.C.I. A., Father Caffoe seems t^De^Triterested pastorally 
only in the junior high and senior high youth groups, and that he 
seems to spend an inordinate amount of time with the youngsters 
employed in the rectory. I focused my remarks on the combined 
effect of two matters: 



1) In 1975 in Garden Grove and in 1989-90 at St. James, 

complaints were made to the Chancery by parents about the 
way Father Caffoe hugged and touched their children. On 
both occasions, Father Caffoe was confronted by the 
• Chancellor/Vicar and protested that his behavior was 
absolutely appropriate and non-hurtful . 
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Re: Rev. Lynn Caffoe 



2) I asked Father REDACTED and sister REDACTED how they felt 

when they observed Father Caffoe with youngsters. Sister 
said, "I turn away when I seem him hug teenagers." Father 
REDACTED quickly added with strong emphasis, "I feel exactly 
the same way. When I noticed him, seated in the rectory 
office, reaching up several times to tousle a young man's 
hair, I had to turn away, with a funny feeling in my stomach." 

I told Father Caffoe that his colleagues' strongly negative reaction, 
taken with the previous complaints, makes it very likely that his 
usual way of expressing affection to teenagers is unhealthy and 
harmful. As a result, we asked Father Caffoe to: 

A) Restrict his physical contact with youngsters to a handshake 
— no hugging, touching, etc., at all. We said we would 
inform Father REDACTED and - Sister REDACTED of this 
restriction. 

B) To see Dr. REDACTED f or consultation and evaluation. 
Father Caffoe agreed to these requests, but added that: 

1) He resents the J^moral aspersions" cast on him by Father REDACTED 
and Sister F REDACTED the unjustified inference. He denied 
absolutely that he had done anything wrong or harmful. 

[I reminded him that we were the ones making a judgment, that 
our judgment is not a moral one, but simply that his behavior 
requires professional assessment.] 

2) He has an affectionate way of relating to people in his ministry. 
Inhibited or cold people will misinterpret that. 

3) He would find it absolutely impossible to remain at St. James 
with these restrictions. The negative reaction of his 
colleagues together with the anticipated reaction of shock to 
a complete change in "personality , " in ministerial style, is 
simply too much to take. 

4) He indicated that a lack of complaints from 1975 to 1989, 
especially since for a good amount of that time he served 
in La Canada with well-educated, demanding parishioners, 
meant that the complaints actually made were mistaken, not 
substantial, or at least isolated. 

5) He agreed to wait until May 1 to go on sabbatical, but no 
longer. 

I assured Father Caffoe that we are not judging his intentions or 
denigrating his years of ministry, that one's behavior is often 
perceived very differently by the majority of people than the 
person himself would perceive it. 

I urged Father Caffoe to be openminded as he contacted Dr. REDACTED 
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Oflice of I53I los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles Vicar for Clergy West Ninth California 

(213)2513284 Street "OOI5-II94 



April 10, 1991 



Rev. Lynn Caffoe 
St. James Church 
415 Vincent Street 
Redondo Beach, CA 90277 

Dear Lynn: 

I received my copy of the letter you sent April 4 to the 
Archbishop. I want to thank you for that letter and tell you 
I appreciate your response in light of what- was a most 
difficult session here in my office. 

I would like to comment here on some of the proposals you made 
in your letter: 

You had initially expressed the desire to leave St. James on 
May 1, and I appreciate the fact that you now want to e xtend 
that t o June 1 ou t of consideration for Father while 
Father mm^^^p is on vacation. 

As to your request for a sabbatical while in residence in a 
parish, we will need to clarify just what is meant by "sabbatical" 
over a year-long period; however, when we sit down to discuss the 
matter, the first thing in my mind will be consideration for your 
own health and well-being. I think you stated your intentions 
very well to the Archbishop when you wrote that you wanted time 
for rest, spiritual renewal, and learning more about yourself 
and your ministry. 

The one matter I have to a sk you to cha nge in your proposal 
has to do with seeing Dr. ■■^^HBHVt 1 would like you to 
begin your sessions with him right away. He has been informed 
you will be contacting him this week, and he is awaiting your 
call . 

You can reach me in my office at any time on Saturday, so that 
we can discuss anyof the points in your letter. In the meantime, 
you are in my prayers as you face the difficulty and pain of 
making a transition from St. James parish. Again, I thank you 
for your cooperation. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

9718 

(Rev.,) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Sanla Barbara 
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MEMORANDUM 



April 15, 1991 



TO: Archbishop Mahony 
FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 
RE: Fr. Caffoe 



I want you to be aware of the letter (attached) that I sent to Fr. 
Caffoe in reply to his letter to you. 

I spoke with him on Saturday and, though he was quite resista nt, I 
stress ed the need to begin evaluation and counseling with Dr. 
right away. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 

the Archbishop 

(213)251-3288 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1)94 



April 15, 1991 



Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 
Saint James Church 
415 Vincent Street 
Redondo Beach, CA 90277 

Dear Lynn: 

I have received your letter of April 4, 1991, which arrived while I was in Rome. 

I have noted that Father Timothy Dyer, our Vicar for the Clergy, has already 
written to you in response to your letter. Please be assured that we will 
continue to work closely with you to develop your plans in the coming weeks. 

Assuring you of my very special prayers and of my constant support for you 
during these days, and with kindest personal regards, I am 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 



Most Reverend Rogi 
Archbishop of Los A 




cc: 




Father Timothy Dyer 
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SAINT JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH 

415 VINCENT STREET. REDONDO BEACH. CALIFORNIA 90277 

372-5611 / 372-5228 



APRIL 29, 1991 

V I CAR FOR CLERGY:: 
ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

Dear Father Dyer; 

I am writing this letter in continuance of the process we are 
undertaking about my efforts for, the year commencing June 1st. My final 
weekend at St. James will be June 1st and 2nd.. 

To the matter of my hopes for the year ahead. I have made contact 
with Dr • and nave my first appointment with him Thursday, 

May 2nd. I assume these sessions will go on for awhile. It is my desire 
to take advantage of various courses, that I will soon check out at 
local Catholic universities, in updating in theology, scripture, and 
other related subjects pertinent to my priestly ministry. I would audit 
these classes, as I have no desire for, acquiring a degree. I will do 
this throughout the year. In addition to the annual priests* retreat 
in June, I would also hope to avail myself of another, retreat-type 
experience sometime during the year. Therefore, an extended sabbatical 
or sabbatical/educational leave, or whatever it might be called, would 
allow for a good opportunity of growth and transition from 20 years 
of priesthood, through the difficult time of the last four weeks, and 
the re-establishing of my own footing for the years of priesthood 
ahead. 

Essential to me as well, will be my continuing to keep a certain 
amount of time available for ministry by being in residence in a 
parish during the year. I would strongly desire to take J^g^JJ 
m^H^H^^ unsolicited offer of residency at St. Bede's in 
La Canada. This arrangement would offer me considerable opportunities 
of ministry, in a parish I could well do ministry of varied types. 
The support of ^HUHP' who is knowledged in the whole situation 
at hand, would be incalcuable to my general condition of health of 
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SAINT JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH 

415 VINCENT STREET , REDONDO BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90277 

372-5611 / 372-5228 



uind and spirit. I would not be in a situation of a stranger in the 
midst of a parish where I knew no one. I would not have the situation 
of a pastor wondering what kind of "damaged goods" he had in residence, 
nor would I have to test the waters of trusting a pastor/stranger, to 
whom I would tell my story, and wonder, if it would or would not affect 
the openness between each of us. I have been away from St. Bede's 
since September, of 1986, therefore it would not be necessary that I 
resume a full ministry among the people. Any parish and situation 
changes greatly in that period of time. Nevertheless, it would be a 
conducive situation to continue to minister beneficially, because of 
a supportive house and a sufficient knowledge of the people so that I 
would not be a stranger. In keeping with what you said in your, letter, 
"when we sit down to discuss the matter, the first thing in my mind 
will be consideration for, your own health and well-being," I propose 
these desires as most suitable to achieve that goal. 

I hope that that the year, long sabbatical plans meet with your, 
approval. I obviously would like a resolution of my residence 

Situation as quickly as possible so that I can make proper 

plans. 

There are further practical questions to which I need your 
answers. Does the Archdiocese of Los Angeles become my "source of 
income" for, the year? If so, does that include Medical, dental and 
auto insurances? What about the stipends for the year, since I have 
previously elected the flat $250/month increment, does the Archdiocese 
or parish of residence provide that? Should I arrange for a car, for, 
the year, which I could easily do, and who picks up the tab? I plan 
on keeping my end of the arrangement for, the sabbatical by making 
good, positive use of the year for study and prayer experiences, as 
well as ministry while in residence. I'll need answers to the above 
questions to know what the Archdiocese plans on doing. 

Thank you for continuing to wor.k with this process. 

Si ncerely , 9714 




cc: .Archbishop Roger Mahonv — /l - 

Father'Lynn R. Caffoe 
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SAINT JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH 



415 VINCENT STREET , REDONDO BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90277 

372-5611 / 372-5228 



APRIL 29, 1991 

VICAR FOR CLERGY:: 
ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

Dear Father Dyer.; 

I am writing this letter in continuance of the process we are 
undertaking about my efforts for the year commencing June 1st. My final 
weekend at St. James will be June 1st and 2nd. 

To the ma-tter of my hopes for the year, ahead. I have made contact 
Wlth Dr - HHI^HHP and have m y first appointment with him Thursday, 
May 2nd. I assume these sessions will go on for awhile. It is my desire 
to take advantage of various courses, that I will soon check out at 
local Catholic universities, in updating in theology, scripture, and 
other related subjects pertinent to my priestly ministry. I would audit 
these classes, as I have no desire for, acquiring a degree. I will do 
this throughout the year. In addition to the annual priests' retreat 
in June, I would also hope, to avail myself of another, retreat-type 
experience sometime during the year. Therefore, an extended sabbatical 
or sabbatical/educational leave, or whatever it might be called, would 
allow for. a good opportunity of growth and transition from 20 years 
of priesthood, through the difficult time of the last four weeks, and 
the re-establishing of my own footing for the years of priesthood 
ahead. 

Essential to me as well, will be my continuing to keep a certain 
amount of time available for ministry by being in residence in a 
parish during the year. I would strongly desire to takei 
IHHHHV unsolicited offer of residency at St. Bede's in 
La Canada. This arrangement would offer me considerable opportunities 
of ministry, i n a parish I could well do ministry of varied types. 
The support offf^f^^gf who is knowledged in the whole situation 
at hand, would be incalcuable to my general condition of health of 
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SAINT JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH 



415 VINCENT STREET, REDONDO BEACH , CALIFORNIA 90277 

372-5611 / 372-5228 



nind and spirit. I would not be in a situation of a stranger in the 
midst of a parish where I knew no one. I would not have the situation 
of a pastor wondering what kind of "damaged goods" he had in residence, 
nor, would I have to test the waters of trusting a . pastor/stranger , to 
whom I would tell my story, and wonder, if it would or would not affect 
the openness between each of. us. I have been away from St. Bede's 
since September of 1986, therefore it would not be necessary that I 
resume a full ministry among the people. Any parish and . si tuati on 
changes greatly in that period of time. Nevertheless, it would be a 
conducive situation to continue to minister beneficially, because of 
a supportive house and a sufficient knowledge of the people so that I 
would not be a stranger. In keeping with what you said in your letter, 
"when we sit down to discuss the matter, the first thing in my mind 
will be consideration for, your own health and well-being," I propose 
these desires as most suitable to achieve that goal. 

I hope that that the year, long sabbatical plans meet with your, 
approval. I obviously would like a resolution of my residence 

Situation as quickly as possible so that I can make proper 

plans. 

There are further practical questions to which I need your, 
answers. Does the Archdiocese of Los Angeles become my "source of 
income" for, the year,? If so, does that include Medical, dental and 
auto insurances? What about the stipends for the year, since I have 
previously elected the flat $250/month increment, does the Archdiocese 
or parish of residence provide that? Should I arrange for. a car, for, 
the year,, which I could easily do, and who picks up the tab? I plan 
on keeping my end of the arrangement for the sabbatical by making 
good, positive use of the year for study and prayer, experiences, as 
well as ministry while in residence. I'll need answers to the above 
questions to know what the Archdiocese plans on doing. 

Thank you for, continuing to work with this process. 



Si ncerely , 
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SUSPECTED CHS10 A0;ySE REPQR^ 

' To Be Completed by Reporting: Party, 
Pursuant to Penal Code Section 11165 



vJ uj < 
.DO 



~TO0£ COUPLET^ BY VWES T*3A TVJS CpT 



,&X NAME: 



REPORT NOICAS6 NAM& . 
DATE OF REPORT: 



■ °-3 



□ pcijce department . □ sheriffs office. . 



NAME'(lASf ". FIRST, UIDOLfc) 



o ["present location of child. ~ . •' 

■ . ■ — — — ~3U~> /_ B: ■ V- ■ 



l>! W 3 - 



"NAME (LAST, FIRST; MIDDLE) 



BJRTHDATE 



ADOR£SS ; 



HOME PHONE 
J 1 



BOSINESS'PHONE 

JL _l" 



— — * , .^ii^riir mUffiKQ 



1. DATE/TIME OF IMCOENT 



PLACE OF INCIDENT 



IP CHUB WAS IN OUT^-H OME CARE AT TIME OF iNCIUfcNI , CHECK TYPE OF CARETS- 
□ FAMILY DAY CARE □ CHILD CARE^NTgR. D FO^R EA^VjtoME . □ FAMlLYJjOME_ 



2. TYPE OF ABUSE: (CHECK ONE OR UOOE) □ PHYSICAL 



' 3. NARPATIVE pESCRIPTIONi^ 





ill 



"EXPUUNlOfoWN HISTORY OF SIMILAR WCIOENT(S) KJH I i^iA 
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DATZ: ■ 



DEUVE?. TO : 

REDACTED 



AGENCY 



" REDACTED 
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4 .... 



Fr-OM: 



M£SE: V CHILD ABUSE HOT LINE 
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(not including cover sheet) f 
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Okz- caiaphor.e ouabar is (800) 540-4000 (Press 1) 
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May 8, 1991 

Narrative of Report sent to Child Abuse Hot Line by, 
re Lynn Caffoe: 



I am a clinical psychologist practicing in jggS&BumBBBttBaB' Cali fornia . 
From time to time I am referred patients from the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, California, Office of Vicar for Clergy. I was referred a 
Roman Catholic priest named Fr. Lynn Caffoe for assessment and possible 
counseling given the findings. Father Dyer , Vicar for Clergy, gave m e 
the following information. Fr. (IBSHSHCHHF an< ^ Sister ^^flfl[^H^H|V 
the pastor and the principal for the school respectively, felt uneasy 
with the quality and quantity of affection Fr. Caffoe exhibited to 
children in the parish. They felt an uneasyness that they expressed 
to Fr. Dyer, Vicar for the Clergy. Sister §H^BB&Sffi£StiS& discomfort 
centered around two incidents, the first of which was that she had 
heard that some of the boys used Fr. Caffoe 's room to change clothes 
in while attending a teenage dance, Fr. Caffoe says the boys came 
with inappropriate ties and he lent them app ropriate neckwear. The 
second incident involved Sister ^H^H^RHffiP entering the school 
auditorium. It was dark and she felt the presence of someone, 
called out and no one answered. She left, returned in a few minutes 
and observed Fr. Caffoe and a boy come from behind the curtain. When 
she asked why they had not answered her before, they or Fr. Caffoe said 
they didn't hear her, they had headp hones on and were doing something 
wit^heD.J. setup. Along with Fr. flMV and Sister ^H^^ 
dBH^I^^^ discomfort, Fr • Dyer received an anonymous phone call, 
the contents of this phone call did not include physical contact with 
the caller's son but gave rise in Fr. Dyer's mind to the need for my 
services in evaluating Fr. Caffoe. The anonymous caller refused to 
call me when Fr. Dyer suggested she do so. I spoke to Fr. Caffoe in 
a clinical interview wituation and he denied any wrongdoing on May 2 , 
1991. I also administered the MMPI x MCMI . I met again with Fr. 
Caf foe on May 8 , 1991, and. after speaking to ^H|^HBHBH& 
and (HHIH^HP of Child ABuse Hote Line, I am. r eporting th ese 
ins tanceso r^fflpicion . When I spoke to both Ms . flHHHHV and 
Ms * flHBHP th ey informed me this is not a reportable matter but 
I must file this report. During my conversation with Fr. Caffoe 
when I asked him the names of th e boys in the tie and auditorium incidents 
he gave me the names flHH^HHPand flHHHIV 1 If there are any 
further questions feel free to contact. 



Sincerely 



cc: Fr. Dyer 
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MEMORANDUM 



CONflOENTSAL 



May 10, 1991 



FROM 




TO: FR. DYER 

RE: SUMMARY OF WHAT I THINK YOU WANT TO SAY TO FR. CAFFOE 

We are going on the assumption, on the judgment, that you have a 
problem in your relating to youngsters for these reasons: 

1) Three distinct reports have come to this office over a 
long period of time from parents and teachers expressing 
serious concern over the way you embrace and relate to 
young boys. The fact that your behavior could elicit 
this concern after two separate warnings to "take care" 
from this office is significant. 

2) The incident in the auditorium remains strongly suggestive 
of improper behavior. 

3) The^^itens^ty of the reactions on the part of Sister 
4HH^HH^ and Father fHHP ("have to turn away , " 

"had to look" away with a ^sTckfeeling in my stomach") 
when they observed you hugging and touching boys strongly 
indicates improper and even harmful behavior. 

4) Given the above observations, we are confident that most 
mature people would be deeply concerned in the same way 
we are. That you do not seem to see that our concern is 
reasonable is very disturbing. 

For these reasons, we want you to: 

A) Abide by the handshake only restriction with kids; 



B) Continue evaluation with Dr. 




C) Follow the recommendations that come out of the evaluation. 
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Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES AND REV- LYNN R. CAFFOE 
May 13, 1991 

On the above date, I have agreed that during the time between 
now and June 8, 1991 I will abide by the following conditions 
during my stay at St. James Church, Redondo Beach: 

(1) I will not have minors in my room. 

(2) I will not be alone with a minor in my car. 

(3) I will not be alone with a minor in the office. 

(4) J will not be alone with a minor going to movies, 
restaurants, shopping, etc. 

(5) I will abide by all regulations contained on 
Pages 35 to 37 inclusive of the Archdiocesan 
"Clergy Policies and Guidelines." 



Should any of the above conditions be broken by me, I will 
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CONflDENTUL k£» 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 




1531 '"' Los Angeles 

West Ninth ' California 
Street £ 90015-1194 



AGREEMENT I 
BETWEEN ' 
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES AND REV. LYNN RV CAFFOE 



May 13, 1991 

On the above date, I have agreed that during the tiriie between 
now and June 8, 1991 I will abide by the following conditions 
during my stay at St. James Church, Redondo Beach: ^ 

(1) I will not have minors in my room. 

(2) I will not be alone with a minor in my car. 

(3 ) i will not be alone with a minor in the office. 

(4) I will not be alone with a minor going tof movies, 
restaurants, shopping, etc. 

(5 ) I will abide by all regulations contained^ on 
( Pages 35 to 37 inclusive of the Archdrocesan 

"Clergy Policies and Guidelines. i 

Should any of the above conditions be broken by me,| I will 
voluntarily accept immediate reassignment from St. pnej^hurch 




Witnes's 



cc : 
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MEMORANDUM 



May 14, 1991 



TO: Archbishop Mahony 
FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 
RE: Fr. Caffoe 



Attached are materials which will update you on the status of Fr. 
Caffoe: 1) The signed agreement which outline the conditions for Fr. 
Caffoe's continu ed stay at St. James; 2) summary of the points 
prepared by Fr . £M^r which I co vered in my 5/ 13/91 meeting with Fr 
Caffoe; 3) the report made by Dr. to Child Abuse Hot 

Line re Fr. Caffoe; 4) Fr. Caffoe's 4/29 letter of request (which you 
have already seen) . 

Dr '4HBHHP wm continue to se Fr. Caffoe and has one more test 
to admmiBlSF. He will then give me a report by the time I meet with Fr. 
Caffoe on June 3rd at 10am. 

Fr. Caffoe is insistent that he be given a residence but I have 
explamedtiia^anriot be done without first reviewing the report from 



Dr. 
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Date : 

Name : > 

Age: 

Sex : 

Marital Status : 
Tested by : 
Dates Tested : 
Referral Question: 



Tests Administered 



Psychodiagnostic Assessment 
May 25, 1991 
Lynn Caffoe 
45 

Male 
Single 

May 6-20, 1991 

Assessment of subject's intellectual and 
cognitive functioning in the light of 
allegations of pedaphilia. 




Summary : 

Certainly psychological testing was not designed for the purpose 
of assessing the presence of pedaphilia in a subject. But if 
someone were guilty of a behavior as aberrant as pedaphilia, we 
would expect them to respond in . a certain style .that would 
include: a defended manner, a paucity of affect, and elevations 
on the psychopathic indexes. In each of these areas, Fr. 
Caffoe's data is positive. Basically the data is typical of an 
individual who has something to hide. Whereas my data cannot 
confirm pedaphilia, the data leaves me with great concern and 
suspicion. I would recommend a deeper and more comprehensive 
evaluation by experts in the field of treatment and assessment of 
pedaphilia. Given the seriousness of the referral question, I 
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am etically bound to strongly recommend assessment at St. Lukes 
Institute or a facility with equal expertise in the area of 
pedaphilia. 
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REDACTED 
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also noticed this pattern among individuals who engage in sexual 
acting-out behavior, as in the case of sex addicts. This pattern 
is present when the sexual behavior is either syntonic or 
dystonia* it would be a pattern consistent with a diagnosis of 
pedophilia. 
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Office of 1531 -Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles Vicar for Clergy West Ninth California 

(213)251-3284 Street 90015-1194 



May 31, 1991 



Rev. Lynn Caffoe 
St. James Church 
415 Vincent Street 
Redondo Beach, CA 90277 

Dear Father Caffoe: 

The following arrangements have been made for your trip to St. Luke 
Institute and you will be receiving the tickets in the mail 
shortly: 

Leave LAX on June 9 at 7:00 A.M. US Air flight 1108. Arrive 
Washington, D.C. at 4:17 P.M. You will be picked up upon arrival. 

Leave Washington, D.C. on June 14 at 4:30 P.M. US Air flight 1157. 
Arrive LAX at 8:26 P.M. 

Wishing you God's blessings, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 



(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
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- . REDACTED 

1531 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles WestNinlh California 

Srreet OOOI5-II94 



CONriDCNTUL 

COHFIQEHIIM 



June 3, 1991 



„ _ REDACTED , „. „ 
Dear Dr. and Staif, 



We are sending Fr. Lynn Caffoe for evaluation and recommendations. Fr. Caffoe 
is 45 years of age, ordained in 1971 and has served as associate pastor in four 
parishes during the 20 years since his ordination. In general we are concerned 
about REDACTED and the possibility of ephebophilia . 

REDACTED 



In January 1975, parents came to the pastor of his first parish and complained 
that Fr. Caffoe was overly affectionate with some of the altar boys. Fr. Caffoe 
denied any wrongdoing and wanted an immediate transfer. After meeting with 
some of the parents to clear up "misunderstandings", he withdrew his request 
for immediate transfer and stayed on four more months until the fulfillment of 
his four-year term. 

During his second assignment ('75-'82) there is no record of any corrilaint. 
However, the pastor of his third parish ('82-'86) describes him as "charismatic" 
with youth and says that teenage boys from the second parish followed him to 
his new assignment. He recalls at least one occasion when some of these boys 
were in Fr. Caffoe's room — "laughing and having a good time". (It is against 
our Archdiocesan policy for priests to have minors in their rooms . ) He also was 
often in the company of one boy in particular and took him on vacations several 
times as his sole companion. (When I asked Fr. Caffoe about this, he angrily 
denied any impropriety and said that our policy was not in "written form" 
during the years in question. I then received a phonecall from the boy's mother 
— by now, of course, he is no longer a minor — saying that Fr. Caffoe was a 
"trusted friend" of the family and they had no reason to question their son's 
going on vacation with him.) In 1989, during Fr. Caffoe's fourth assignment 
('86-6/ '91), a call came to the Vicar's office — critical and accusing — 
regarding his behavior with teenage boys. The caller described prolonged 
embracing of a thirteen year-old boy followed by a whack on the rear and 
another embrace. (Being anonymous -- it was presented to Fr. Caffoe for his 
own information and not as an accusation . ) 

Beginning in March of 1991, a number of sources provided information which 
has led to intervention and the present need for evaluation at REDACTED Fr . 
REDACTED pastor (since 7/90) of the parish where Fr. Caffoe is associate, 
and Sister REDACTED , principal of the parish school, came to this office to 

report the following: 

1) Fr. Caffoe runs a junior high youth group, a senior high youth group and 
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the R.C.I. A. Does almost nothing else. Has skipped hearing confessions ~ 
though he makes out the schedule of confessors and assigns himself ~ for 
nearly two years. 

2) Several incidents with teenage boys which left Sr. REDACTED 
uncomfortable: 



a) Fr. Caffoe, without asking her permission, began taking one of the 

junior high boys out of the classroom during school hours in order 
to see him for about an hour in the rectory. This went on monthly 
and she was unaware of it until the secretary informed her. The 
boy's name is REDACTED an d he was hired to work in the rectory. 
He is described as "bright, good looking and from a troubled 
home . " 

b) Sister walked into a darkened parish hall one afternoon, "felt" a 

presence, called out, no reply, left to get something out of her car 
and, upon returning, met Fr.Caffoe coming out from a dark 
(described as "pitch black") area on the stage behind the curtain - 
- accompanied by REDACTED . Fr. Caffoe talked as if everything 
were normal. 

c) She noticed his car parked by the school from 3 : 45pm until about 

5:30pm on a weekday. Another sister observed him leaving with a 
young boy near the end of that time — apparently alone with the 
boy in the school for nearly two hours. 

d) She met several boys coming out of the rectory before some school 

event. They said they had to change shirts in Fr. Caffoe's room. 



3) These less-than-shocking events apparently took on an ominous tone because 
of the way both Fr. Redacted and sister REDACTED perceive Fr Caffoe's 

behavior in general around boys. She said '"I have to turn away when I see him 
hug teenagers." Fr. REDACTED had ^ same Teaciion and described the feeling of 
revulsion on one occasion In the rectory where Fr. Caffoe (seated) ran his hand 
up a boy's side and was fondling his hair while talking to him. Fr. Caffoe seems 
to spend an inordinate amount of time with the boys hired to work in the 
rectory office. 

In May of this year I received a call from REDACTED } an " intern" (6-month 
pastoral assignment — 18 months prior to priesthood ordination) at the parish 
where Fr. Caffoe is associate. He had no knowledge of the discussions going 
on among pastor, principal, Fr. Caffoe and myself. After three months in the 
parish he went with his concerns to the pastor who then put him in touch with 



me : 



a) One evening as dinner was being set for redacted and p r Caffoe in the 
rectory dining room, R fD AC I£ D entered the room and saw one of the office 
boys standing next to Fr. Caffoe who was seated. Fr. Caffoe had his 
hand up the boy's back (under his shirt) and was "carressing" him up 
to the point of the shoulder blades. When the boy saw REDACTED he appeared 
embarrassed and Fr. Caffoe withdrew his hand as if nothing had 



happened. By the end of that week the boy "disappeared" from rectory 
service — sending his brother to substitute for him. 

k redacted names bo y s ^ Qne q £ ^ em —REDACTED i who are 
particularly close to Fr. Caffoe. When they come in for work, he greets 
them with a prolonged embrace (10 seconds) and often kisses them on the 
cheek. The boys seem to "tolerate" this — standing with their arms at 
their sides while the embrace goes on. redacted describes the "embrace" as 
Fr. Caffoe's "totally wrapping himself around the kid". While they are in 
the rectory, Fr. Caffoe teases them, converses with them, pays a lot of 
attention to them. REDACTED describes the hugs and attention as 
"smothering" the youngsters. 

e)The pastor concurs that these are the five boys about whom he is 
likewise concerned. They seem to fall into this pattern: bright, good 
looking and a problematic home (where there has either been a divorce or 
a father who is emotionally or physically absent) . 

redacted says that REDACTED seems to be struggling with his Identity 
more than the normal teenager. He is quick to go with older males to - 
talk (has mentioned to that he'd be more than happy to have a talk 

with him). Of the five boys, it appears to REDACTED that REDACTED and 
the 16 year-old whose back Fr. Caffoe carressed at the dinner table are 
the two who ar most "involved" . 

REDACTED 

redacted REDACTED 



rIa^tcd 1 " 6 calIin S Fr - Caffoe in and eventually having him see Dr. REDACTED 

for evaluation (attached), I met, at the suggestion of Fr. redacted with a 
transitional deacon from the parish who knows Fr. Caffoe quite well. This 
deacon, KbUAUibU has been fa me parish for years and h&s been 

approached by or been in conversation with three sets of parents who are 
uncomfortable with the way Fr. Caffoe has related to their boys. None of these 
parents would allow their names to be used. He put me in touch with one of the 
parents who spoke to me on four occasions without giving her name. Her son 
had worked at the rectory (not one of the five mentioned above) and had 
confided m her three incidents which she related to me under the strictest 
conditions. She said that her son had told her not to teU anyone and she did 
not want this information (the three incidents) to ever get back to Fr Caffoe 
inasmuch as he would know immediately where it came from. She does not to 
break a confidence with her son, but said that for the sake of Fr. LyinTl could 
share these incidents with you at St. Luke's (as I was permitted to do also with 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



Saint Lufg Institute. 



June 19, 1991 



CONF I DENTIAL 

Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony, D.D. 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 

1531 West Ninth Street 

Los Angeles, California 90015 



Re: Reve rend Ly nn Caffoe 
SLI 



Dear Excellency: 



This- letter will serve to document our evaluation of Reverend 
Lynn Caffoe, a 45 year old priest from your Archdiocese. The 
request for evaluation was stimulated by concerns voiced from a 
number of sources over Father Caffoe 's affectionate behavior with 
teenage boys. There are no allegations of direct genital contact 
and Father Caffoe consistently denies any impropriety in his 
behavior . He does acknowledge a strong interest in youth and he 
spends a great deal of time with this age group, both 
ministerially and socially. As early as his first assignment in 
1975, the pastor of his parish received complaints from parents 
that Father Caffoe was overly affectionate with some of the altar 
coys.- Be denied any wrongdoing and completed this assignment 
apparently without further difficulty. 

Over the last two years, concerns have been expressed about 
Father Caffoe 's behavior by several individuals. A couple of 
factors have made it difficult to deal with these criticisms. 
Some of the the comments have been anonymous, others have been 
express ed wi th reservations based on fear of Father Caffoe 1 s 
anger , " 

„ — Over tne last 
couple of months, several people, who either live or work with 
Fatner Caffoe have been willing to share their observations about 
iiis arfectionats displays towards teenagers. His pattern of 
prolonged nuggxng, kissing and stroking of teenage boys certainly 
warrants concern on the part of the Diocese about a possible 
sexual behavior Disorder . The need for a comprehensive 
evaluation was fully warranted. 
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Father Caffoe came to the Saint Luke Institute on June 9, 1991 
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REDACTED 



REDACTED _ Again 

Father Caffoe consistently denies any improper touching of any of 
these children. He is not aware of sexual excitation when he is 
affectionate to them and they are not incorporated into any 
masturbation fantasies. Although he denies impropriety in his 
behavior Father Caffoe has made some progress in acknowledging 
that if his behavior recurrently generates discomfort in others 
he may have some responsibility for altering it. 
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REDACTED 
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REDACTED 



CCI 003698 



RCALA001183 




CCI 003699 



8 




RECOMMENDATIONS 



Although we do not make a diagnosis of 
ephebophilia, we think that Father 
Caffoe's exaggerated reliance on youth to meet his affectional 
needs is a problem. Efforts in the past to get him to recognize 
the discomforting' exaggerations in his rendering of affection 
have not yielded, much change:- His psychological make-up puts him 
at risk for recurrent mis-matches betw een how he sees himself an d 
how the world sees him. 





cc : Reverend Lynn Caf f oe 



Interview with Fr. 



— Saw Fr. Lynn Caffoe on one occasion this year — in the dining room with REDACTS 
redacted He was f acul g the youth, arms around him, hands on both the youth's 
buttocks — massaging them. 

—"hundreds of times" over the years I've sen him (Lynn) take boys to his room 
(one, sometimes two at a time) and he'd shut the door and bolt lock it shut from 
the inside. He'd do this any time of the day and in the evening up till 8pm. 
Some of these boys worked in the rectory, others did not. 

— Has a terrible, violent temper. 

— No scruples about spending money. 

— People are afraid of him. 

— He wants to control everybody and everything. 
— Didn't hear confessions. 

—Several times slept over at the home of the REDACTED (This was the only item 
REDACTED ^3 not gj ve me p erm is S i on to say to Lynn) . 

—"I can tell you right now that Lynn will accept no help -- he will tell you that 
everyone else is wrong and he'll always deny what's been said about him." 



6/27/91. 

Conversation with Fr. REDACTED 

—REDACTED andREDACTED helped Lynn move out of the rectory. 

Lynn drove in the truck with them (one boy at a time) — violating the signed 
agreement he made with the Archdiocese. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF L ANGELES 
OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) 251-3284 



PI 




9679 



CCI 003703 



FtCALAO'01188 





Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213)251-3284 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



July 8, 1991 



Rev. Lynn R. Caffoe 
St. Maria Goretti Church 
3954 Palo Verde 
Long Beach, CA 90808 

Dear Lynn : 

The Cardinal will be out of town this week. 

I must wait until he returns to share with him your response to his 
direction that you go to St. Luke Institute for residential 
therapy. 

I will be in touch with you, therefore, early the following week 
(July 15-19) . . 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 



(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
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MEMORANDUM 



July 15, 1991 



TO: Cardinal Mahony CONFIDENTIAL 

FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 
RE: Fr. Lynn Caffoe 



I spoke with Dr. following Fr. Caffoe's evaluation. He told me 

he was at some risk for depression and there was even some indication 
that he could become suicidal — th ough t hat was not the case at 
present. I did, however, make Fr.BM^aware of the situation and he 
has been very solicitous and caring in Fr. Caffoe's regard. Dr H^^M. 
predicted resistance and anger (which he said was "largely seif-^^^^ 
protective") from Fr. Caffoe and that's exactly what we got. 

Fr - JBB^ and 1 me t with Fr. Caffoe on July 1st. I presented him with 
neea to go to residential therapy in light of the St. Luke's report. He 
proceeded to tear the report apart - making a paragraph by paragraph 
denial of their assessment. He said there was no way in the world he 
would go back there ^- calling the place a "looney bin" and saying- it 
would destroy him. He declared that although you said the therapy was 
a must , it was for him a matter of conscience not to allow himself to 
be ruined by going to St. Luke's, 

Fr. Caffoe. continues to impugn ever yone who has given any testimony 

inTJ^t of h t a r° r - Fr - came to see me during the retread 
to report that during their years together, Fr. Caffoe had taken boys 
to his room "hundreds of times" -- always bolt locking his door from 
the inside. He also gave an example of having seen Fr. Caffoe with his 
arms around a 16 year-old boy - bis hands on the boy's buttocks 
massaging them. Upon my presenting this to Fr. Caffoe, he denied it 
and broke mto a tirade aboutFrjnpH That was similar to his 

as to ^ te jSa ° f .■■ ■■gTinTern at St. James) as well 
as to that of Fr. ^^^^Band Sr. I * 



Fr - ■■■f r eP or ts to me that Fr. Caffoe breached the 5/13/91 
agreemenT (attached) which he signed. He had a minor boy in the 

t n <? m aS + Jf ma 5f S6Veral trips bac k and fo rth from St. James 

Fr Gore 1 ttl s wh i le out. Fr. ««^further says that 

Fr Caffoe^upon leaving had still not come up with marriage ana adult 

RCIA^St *f ^ r? S ? reC ° rdS - Burhl * fivejSTS direXg 

«M» T GS : h * fsuled to record an y of thegiadult baptisms and 
documented 6 marr iages he has not 

At this point Fr. Caffoe is unassignable. He does not complete the 
ordinary functions expected of a parish priest, his anger is intolerable, 
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his treatment of minor boys — harmful and dangerous, his attitude 
hostile and abusive, as Fr.^H^^and I have observed. Throughout 
our conversations he has never admitted that anyone's testimony had 
amrv^^ty. He now impugns the professional reports from both Dr. 
VHMHHpand St. Luke's. When I told him that his refusal to go to 
therapy meant he was unfit for an assignment, he retorted "Fine! then 
I'll just stay in residence for the next 20 years." I explained that that 
was not an option. 

Unfortunately, I tiiink we have reached the point where you must give 
him an ultimatum in writing. According to Dr. SHHBfc Fr. Caffoe is 



I suspect there may be 



Caffoe's mind a roc 



questioning oOiis vocation and Fr^J^gpttanks he prefers to remain 
in the present situation where he can claim that he was "kicked out" . I 
suggest you tell him that he is making a decision which leaves us no 
choice but to relieve him of ministry. 




>f /iV /?- 
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Office of 1531 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Archbishop West Ninth California 

(213)251-3288 Street 900I5-II&4 



July 17, 1991 



Reverend Lynn Caffoe 

St. Maria Goretti Parish 

3954 Palo Verde 

Long Beach, California 90808 

Dear Father Caffoe: 

I have been following closely the various interventions at my personal direction 
by Father Timothy Dyer dealing with the many problems associated with your 
priestly life and ministry. 

I have al so read in detail the report and recommendations from Doctor 
m^at St. Luke's Institute on the East Coast. 

Having followed each and every step personally and closely, I must now 
conclude that there can be only one option for you at this time: 

You must enter the St. Luke's Institute Residence Program 
on or before August 1, 1991, and you must participate 
actively in every phase of that Program. Your failure to 
accept this assignment will result in your loss of all 
Faculties in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and your loss 
of any assignment-even in residence-within the Arch- 
diocese of Los Angeles, effective July 31, 1991. 

Furthermore, I will be required to advise any other Bishop that your past 
conduct as a priest is such that no Bishop or Diocese should consider offering 
you Faculties even on a temporary basis. 

I fear that you do not understand either the depth of your personal problems 
or the consequent actions of those problems, and that you are unwilling to 
allow professionals assist you in facing those problems realistically with the 
hope of arriving at some resolution of those personal difficulties. 

The good of the whole Church and of our Archdiocese of Los Angeles compels 
me to take this -very strong stance with you at this time in your priestly ministry. 
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I am hopeful that you will understand that all of us have one objective in mind: 
your receiving the best professional treatment possible for serious personal 
problems which impact very negatively upon your priestly life and ministry. 

May I please ask that you respond to this letter in writing, and I hope that you 
now realize there is only one acceptable option open to you. 

Assuring you of my prayers during these difficult days, and with every best 
wish, I am 




J 
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Ot'fice of 1531 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Archbishop West Ninth California 

(213)251-3288 Streer 90015-1194 



July 17, 1991 



Reverend Lynn Caffoe 

St. Maria Goretti Parish 

3954 Palo Verde 

Long Beach, California 90808 

Dear Father Caffoe: 

I have been following closely the various interventions at my personal direction 
by Father Timothy Dyer dealing with the many problems associated with your 
priestly life and ministry. 

I have al so read in detail the report and recommendations from Doctor 
flHB at St. Luke's Institute on the East Coast. 

Having followed each and every step personally and closely, I must now 
conclude that there can be only one option for you at this time: 

You must enter the St. Luke's Institute Residence Program 
on or before August 1, 1991, and you must participate 
actively in every phase of that Program. Your failure to 
accept this assignment will result in your loss of all 
Faculties in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and your loss 
of any assignment-even in residence-within the Arch- 
diocese of Los Angeles, effective July 31, 1991. 

Furthermore, I will be required to advise any other Bishop that your past 
conduct as a priest is such that no Bishop or Diocese should consider offering 
you Faculties even on a temporary basis. 

I fear that you do not understand either the depth of your personal problems 
or the consequent actions of those problems, and that you are unwilling to 
allow professionals assist you in facing those problems realistically with the 
hope of arriving at some resolution of those personal difficulties. 

The good of the whole Church and of our Archdiocese of Los Angeles compels 
me to take this very strong stance with you at this time in your priestly ministry. 
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I am hopeful that you will understand that all of us have one objective in mind: 
your receiving the best professional treatment possible for serious personal 
problems which impact very negatively upon your priestly life and ministry. 

May I please ask that you respond to this letter in writing, and I hope that you 
now realize there is only one acceptable option open to you. 

Assuring you of my prayers during these difficult days, and with every best 
wish, I am 
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REFERRAL MEMORANDUM FROM ARCHBISHOP ROGER MAHONY 



TO: 



( 



( 



DATE ; 



Please REVIEW, then, SEE ME 
Please REVIEW, then RETURN to me 
Please REVIEW, then SEND me your COMMENTS 
Please REVIEW, then FILE 

Please HANDLE this matter ENTIRELY 
Please ANSWER; send copy of letter to me 
Please WRITE A REPLY for my signature 
For your INFORMATION 
Please XEROX - FAX and send copy/copies to- 



REMARKS: 



( ) original to file 

( ) original back to me 
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ST. MARIA GORETTI CHURCH 

3954 Palo Verde Avenue 

Long Beach, California 90808 (213) 425-7459 



JULY 23, 1991 
CARDINAL ROGER MAHONY 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015-1194 

Your Eminence: 

As per your directive in your letter to me dated July 17th, I am 
writing this letter to respond. 

I made contact by phone with Dr. ^HHHat Saint Luke's 
Institute to clear up questions I had about the Residence Program. 
We had a lengthly conversation. 

In light of my conversation with him, significant prayer, 
lengthly conversations with friends and my spiritual director, I have 
concluded that I will avail myself of the approximately six month 
Residence Program after August 1st. In my conversation with Dr.^^^^H 
he informed me that they were full at the institute now, and he put me 
down as a reservation for a space when one becomes available around the 
6th or 7th of August or thereabouts. 

I would ask that you have the Office of Vicar for Clergy make the 
necessary arrangements for my beginning the program, and to keep me 
well posted as to the arrangements. It would be most helpful for Fr. 
Dyer to be in communication with me concerning the particulars, so that 
I can .resolve some practical questions and needs that I have, as I . 
strive to tie together alot of the loose ends before leaving Southern 
California for six months. 

Thank you for your considerations, 



In Christ, 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 

(br Arcfil'isliop 

(7.13) 751-3788 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 




CONFIDENTIAL 



July 29, 1991 



Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 
St. Maria Goretti Church 
3954 Palo Verde Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90808 

Dear Father Caffoe: 

Thank you very much for your letter of July 23, 1991, and I was very pleased to 
learn that you have agreed to enter the Residence Program at St. Luke's 
Institute on the east coast. 

I have shared this information with Father Timothy Dyer, and he will work 
closely with you to make the necessary arrangements for your entry into this 
program. 

I am confident that you will find the program both challenging and fruitful for 
your own life and ministry, and I know that your willingness to cooperate fully in 
all phases of the program will be a key element to the positive outcome which 
we all desire. 

Assuring you of my special prayers as you enter the program in early August, 
and with kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, n 




Cardinal Roger Mahony ( 
Archbishop of Los Augeles 
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July 30, 1991 



His Eminence Cardinal Roger Mahoney 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Your Eminence: 

I am writing this letter concerning Father Lynn Caffoe. I have known Father Caffoe and his family for 
the past twenty years. Father and I worked very closely during his first assignment at Saint Callistus 
in Garden Grove where he was very actively involved in all aspects of parish life, including school, CCD 
and adult education. Many people have profited from his priestly minister during his twenty years in 
Orange County and Los Angeles. 

I am very aware of the situation that involves Father Caffoe at this time. He has shared with me the 
appointments that he has had with the Vicar for Clergy, his psychological reports, and your letter. 

Although I do have some reservations concerning the severity of your letter, the main objective as 
stated in your letter, and the second hand information you have received, I am not writing this letter in 
defense of Father Caffoe nor do I wish to undermine your authority. 

Contrary to what was stated in your letter, however, Father Caffoe did not refuse psychological help. 
He made it very clear to your Vicar for Clergy several times that he would be willing to seek 
psychological help at a local facility on a regular basis, so that he could continue his priestly ministry. 

Your Eminence, I am writing this letter to you because your brother priest is hurting. He is emotionally 
and psychologically damaged by the accusations made about him and by the psychological report he has 
received which have led him to the cessation of his priestly ministry for the next few months. I am 
concerned about your unwillingness to meet with Father Caffoe personally to discuss this problem. He 
had stated to your Vicar for Clergy at their last meeting that he presumed you would speak to him 
before you put forth your ultimatum. Your letter stating that you wanted a response in writing surely 
closed any doors to verbal communication. 

As Jesus took time to comfort the sorrowing, heal the sick and speak to his followers, I do hope that 
you will reconsider and speak to Father Caffoe to assure him of your support and understanding during 
this very difficult period in his life. 

Father Caffoe is a gift to the priesthood. I thank God that he has made the decision to assume residency 
in Maryland for the next few months and not to leave the priesthood. 

May God bless you and guide you as you continue to work for our Church in the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. 

Sincerely, 
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August 1, 1991 



Rev. Lynn R. Caffoe 

St. Maria Goretti Church v 

3954 Palo Verde 

Long Beach, CA 90808 

Dear Lynn: 

As you know from his letter to' you of July 29, Cardinal Mahony 
has asked me to work closely with you to make the necessary 
preparations for your entrance into the program at St. Luke's. 
This does not simply -entail flight arrangements, but also 
involves helping you to see clearly the Archdiocese's intent in 
recommending you to St. Luke's. 

Based on the strong reactions to the prospect of residential 
therapy you showed here in my office, and knowing that the 
Cardinal has now given you no other alternative, I believe I 
must make it clear that time at St. Luke's in and of itself is 
not the ticket to your next assignment and continued active 
ministry. It is not time served, but observed change, verified 
by the staff at St. Luke's that will open ministry to you once - 
again. This is the meaning of the Cardinal's statement that 
"your willingness to cooperate fully in all phases of the program 
will be a key element to the positive outcome which we all desire. 

To my knowledge, there has never been any acceptance on your 
part of serious problems in your life, apart from "some anger". 
This is certainly at odds with our stance and inconsistent with 
extended residential therapy at St. Luke's. While you may not 
at this point agree that there is any major problem, we see you 
in a state of denial, and we expect you to be open to therapy 
which, if you allow it to do so, can help you see the very real 
problems of which we have ample evidence. 

For you to go to St. Luke's with a closed mind, to simply tolerate 
the program and not truly enter into it, to never come to the 
point of seeing the need for serious change in your behavior, 
would not be worthwhile for you or the Archdiocese. 

We will stand by you and support you and finance this professional 
treatment to the maximum; we will enter into dialogue and keep you 
tu ° u ^ K constant prayers; but it must be clear from the beginning 
that the outsome we are looking for is a demonstration during your 
therapy that you have come to terms with the problems we have 
observed to the extent that we will have the moral certitude 
necessary to entrust you with another assignment. 

9660 



CCI 003716 



Rev. Lynn R. Caffoe 



Let me finally say that all I have written here is with the 
expressed approval of Cardinal Mahony. 

I have spoken to Dr. ^HIHP since your own phone conversation 
with him. He is looking forward to your coming and is most 
desirous of working with you towards a positive outcome. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
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Attached is draft of 

I would appreci^fa that. 
Ppreciate any comments or corr^t- • 

correctxons you may have. 




g-hff 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213)251-3284 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 




Los An3eles 
California 
90015-1194 



August 2, 1991 



Dear Dr. 



With regard to Father Lynn Caffoe, in addition to the 5-page 
introduction and report from Dr . ■'■■■■■■^■■■MMthat I 

sent you in June 1991 in preparation for his evaluation, I 
would now like to send you some further information, as well 
as my present reading of the situation. 

The add^j^na^^iformation consists of testimony received from 
Father HHBHHMn&vho has been an Associate Pastor 
at St. James Church, Redondo Beach for as long as Father Caffoe 
has been assigned there. He came to me when he heard that 
Father Caffoe was leaving to report to me that Father Caffoe had 
taken boys aged 13 through 17 to his upstairs room "hundreds of 
times—always bolt locking his door from the inside." He 
further stated he had seen Father Caffoe with his arms around a 
16-year-old boy (VBMBfc mentioned in my earlier report) — 
his hands on the boy's buttocks, massaging them." 



Apar^from Father Caffoe 's behavior with minors. 




Prior to Father testimony, we had no direct knowledge 

of boys in Father Caffoe' s room with him. Father MflBHBis a 
reliable witness, and he makes it clear that "minorsinFather 
Caffoe ' s room behind a locked door" was common practice. 
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Attached is a copy of the letter sent to Father Caffoe that 
outlines the position of the Archdiocese in respect to his 
going to St. Luke's and the possibility of future ministry. 
I would be happy to discuss this with you at any time and to 
answer any questions you may have. 

We are hoping for the best, and we are glad that Father Caffoe 
has decided to go to St. Luke's. We think it is the best plan 
for him. But I must be frank in saying that we see him as a very 
troubled and sick man, and we will have to see significant change 
before recommending a future assignment. 

Sincerely yours. 



(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 1531 Los Angeles 

the Archbishop West Ninth California 
(213)251-3288 Street 90015-1194 



August 7, 1991 




Dear 




I wish to acknowledge your letter of July 30, 1991, and I certainly understand 
your point of view with respect to Father Lynn Caffoe. 

Given the special confidentiality surrounding personnel matters, I know that you 
will understand my inability to go into detail with his situation. However, I can 
assure you that the reality and history are far more serious and tragic than you 
will ever know. 

I strongly urge you to support Father Caffoe in the overall evaluation process 
which he will be undergoing shortly. It is imperative that all of us, especially 
those close to him, urge his total and open participation in the processes which 
lie ahead. 

With every best wish, I am 
Sincerelylyours in Christ, 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213)251-3284 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



August 14, 1991 



Rev. Lyrin R. Caffoe 

St . Maria Goretti Church 

3954 Palo Verde 

Long Beach, CA 90808 

Dear Lynn: 

By now you should have received from O'Callaghan Travel 
your ticket to Washington on August 21. We have notified 
St. Luke's of your flight arrival time, so they will be 
picking you up at the airport. 

You should also have received from St. Luke's some informational 
material that will answer the questions you had about what 
you need to bring for your stay. 

Also, as we discussed by phone, your salary (including 
Ordination Increment and $250 in lieu of stipends) will 
be sent to you at St. Luke's at the end of each month. 

We spoke on the phone also about the car. Sierra Leasing 

is expecting its return by August 21. ' 

Should you have any other questions prior to leaving, please 
call me. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 



(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
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Saint Ltil^e Institute 



August 22, 1991 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony, D.D. 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 

1531 West 9th Street 

Los Angeles, California 90015 

Re : Reverend Lynn Caf foe 
Saint Luke Institute - flM^ 
Date of Admission: August 22, 1991 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

This letter is meant to acknowledge that the above named patient, Reverend 
Lynn Caffoe, was admitted on August 22, 1991, as scheduled, to the Saint Luke 
Institute in Suitland, Ma ryland. During Father Caffoe 's residency at the 
Institute, his therapist is flHHHflHHBH0H^^Vt and he will be in 
contact with you regularly concerning Father Caffoe' s progress and needs. Should 




cc: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 
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REFERRAL MEMORANDUM FROM CARDINAL ROGER MAHONY 

rv £/ DATE: f J " ?/ 



( ) Please REVIEW, then SEE ME 
( ) Please REVIEW, then RETURN to me 
( ) Please REVIEW, then SEND me your COMMENTS 
(V) Please REVIEW, then FILE 

( ) Please HANDLE this matter ENTIRELY 
( ) JPlease ANSWER; send copy of letter to me 
( ) Please WRITE A REPLY for my signature 
(I/) For your INFORMATION 
( ) Please XEROX - FAX and send copy/copies to: 



( ) original to file ( ) original back to me 



RCALA 001209 




CONFIDENTIAL 



Saint Lid(e Institute. 

September 27, 1991 

CONFIDENTIAL 



Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony, D.D. 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 

1531 West 9th Street 

Los Angeles, California 90015 



Re : Reverend Lynn Caf f oe 
Saint Luke Institute ~~ 
Date of Admission: August~?2, 



1991 



Dear Archbishop Mahony: 



This letter is m regard to the progress of Father Lynn Caffoe who is in his 
second month of treatment here at Saint Luke Institute. Father Caffoe " 
continuing to make progress in his recovery program 



is 
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Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony, D.D. 
September 27, 1991 
Page 2 



Re : Reverend Lynn Caf f oe 



Thank you for offering this opportunity for a renewed life to Father Caf foe . We 
will correspond with you in the months to come regarding his continuing progress. 

Our prayers for you and for your continuing ministry in the Lord. 



Sincerely, 




cc: Reverend Lynn Caf foe 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



December 19, 1991 



REDACTED 
REDACTED • 

REDACTED 



Dear Mr. (REDACTED 

Since you were away at the time Father REDACTED and I visited 
REDACTED and met with Father Lynn Caffoe, I feel it is_ 
important to let you know where we stand with regard to 
Father Caffoe' s future. 

In the first place, the main reason that Father Caffoe was sent 
to St. Luke's was the issue of grossly inappropriate, affectionate 
behavior towards teens, observed over a period of years in several 
parishes . Judging from what we heard in our interview with him on 
November 5, ,it is our conclusion that Father Caffoe has not dealt 
well with this central issue and, consequently, we cannot in good 
conscience place him again in a position of trust within the 
priestly ministry. 

When we met with Father Caffoe, he spent about 15 minutes reviewing 
the work he had done in the previous two months . He acknowledged 
his intense anger. He revealed past indiscretions with prostitutes 
and his tendency towards compulsive masturbation. Frankly, we did 
not find that to be of great significance. Not once during that 15 
minutes did he mention anything about his involvement with and 
behavior towards minors. When I brought that to his attention, he 
acknowledged only that he had come to understand how others might 
have perceived his behavior to be improper. He became defensive 
and, three times, said "Well, I guess one is guilty until proven 
innocent." 

I spoke to Dr. REDACTED on December 14, and he informed me 

that there had been something of a "breakthrough" , in that Father 
Caffoe has acknowledged that he now sees how putting his arm 
around a youngster was an invasion of boundary. This is so 
drastically short of our appreciation of the effects of his behavior 
that our judgment has not changed. 

Our reading on Father Caffoe dates back in our files to his first 
assignment 20 years ago, when a parent came in to complain about 
his affectionate behavior around younger boys. In subsequent 
assignments, his focus in ministry continued to be young people. 




REDACTED , , 

1531 Los Angeles 

West Ninth California 

Street 90015-1194 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 



and we find now that his pastors did not bring to our attention 
at the time the fact that he was bringing minors to his room 
and going on vacation alone with them. 

In Father Caf foe's last parish, two priests and the principal of 
the school described numerous occasions on which they had observed 
self -nurturing, exploitative behavior with minors, in which he 
played a quasi-father role and approached borderline sexual 
behavior with them. One of the priests, as you know, has testified 
to Father Caffoe's locking the door to his room with one or two 
minors inside on "hundreds of occasions". 

All these observations tell us that he has been living emotionally 
off youngsters, and this, together with his intense temper — which 
can control and intimidate — makes us believe that damage has been 
done to these young people, and that we cannot trust him in future 
ministry. 

It is the combination of multiple testimony and Father Caffoe's. 
deepseated denial of such observations that brings me to the 
conclusion that at least to this point our plans are to help 
Father Caffoe adjust to life outside priestly ministry following 
his treatment at St. Luke's. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Rev .) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 



cc: Dr. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



Saint LuS(t Institute 



December 19, 1991 

CONFIDENTIAL 

His Eminence Roger M. Cardinal Mahony, D.D. 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 West 9th Street 
Los Angeles , CA 90015 



Re: Rev. Lynn Caffoe 
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Most Rev. Roger M. Mahony, DD 
Re: Rev. Lynn Caffoe - ^HHfl 



2- 



December 19, 1991 



We are delighted that Father Dyer will be able to visit Saint Luke Institute 
in February. During the course of this visit, we would hope to share with tiim 
at greater length Father Caffoe 's progress and what issues face him as he 
enters into a new phase of his treatment process. 

Our prayers for you and blessings of the Christmas season. 



Sincerely, 



Curtis C. Bryant, SJ, PhD 

Director, Inpatient Clinical Services 




cq: Lynn Caffoe 
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%.Cwk. O/^. A/.T^ _REDACTED 



5/17/89 Anonymous called called again. See memo to ie previous call. 
Wanted a report on what I had done. Told her I could not discuss . Told 
her I took it seriously and would do so. Would not say if I had told my 
superiors or the pastor. Asked her if her atorney would contact me. She 
said the contact would only be for the purpose of sending her a report 
and I told her I could not do that. She asked why I would not give a 
report, and I told her I did not know who she was. She said her attorney 
had discused her options with her, but it was not in her interest to 
reveal her name. 

5/21/89 Earlier this year, Lynn called me to ask if he could be an 
administrator someplace. . Does not like REDACTED has no flexibility, 

no sense of parish, redacted does not let priesthood interfere with his 
private life. Negativity very difficult 
1/24/90 PRIVATE PHONE REDACTED 

REDACTED 

3/08-/90 Talked to Lynn about the situation at St. James. _ talked to 

redacted last Thu. and said, "Lynn is the one who is always away." Said to 
redacted that he was told if they went no one would come to the parish 
{priests that is). Atmosphere is chilly at best. On Sat. REDACTED called 
Lynn into his office and they had a forty minute session. R edac ted sa ±^ he 
was hurt that Associates would not stay if he remained. Said he went off 
on mon night because Lynn did not schedule him on Tuesday. He considered 
redacted and Lynn friends and was hurt because of that. Said the -session at 
the Chancery was fine and both the and : were fine to him. He did not 
know Lynn and redacted initiated meeting. Asked if he had done anything to 
Lynn personally. He understood Lynn had done what he had to do. Said his 
life was at stake because of his health. He had a growth on prostate. He 
said the decision about the future was entirely up to him. He did say 
that since the school situation he has probably been ineffective, 
lynn would find it incredible if REDACTED wer not moved. 
redacted hag begun to do things. Secretary is quitting and he has hired a 
new secretary, he is convinced that he is going to. stay as pastor and not 
acting like a man who is to be moved. Got the whole thing out of his 
system in two days and seems to have convinced himself that he is going 
to stay. 

3/16/90 REDACTED has ignored Lynn and they have spoken very little. Last Sat. 
he heard confessions for the first time in years. He went to help after a 
wedding. He is not going away today, Friday, and will take the Stations 
for the first time in eight years (according to redacted. . 
2/4/91. REDACTED mentions that he and the school principal have 

discussed their serious discomfort with Lynn's, treatment of young teenage 
boys . 

2/12/91. Phone conversation with Sr. REDACTED f sc hool principal at 

St. James: I know Lynn has a terrible, terrible temper. / Last year I 
noticed one. of our 8th graders, REDACTED heading toward the rectory 

during school time (around 11am). I asked the school secretary and she 
said that Fr. Lynnsends for him every once and awhile (perhaps it had 
averaged once/month) . REDACTED wou ld spend about an hour at the rectory 
and then return to school, (redacted " has a poor family background and I 
thought maybe he needed counseling; but Fr. Lynn had never asked my 
permission or informed me that he was taking him out of school.)/ Then 
one day after school I went over to the hall. It was pitch black when I 
opened the door and I sensed that someone was inside. I called out twice 
"Hello" and no one answered. I went back to get something out of my car 
and returned, perhaps a minute later, and Lynn came out from behind the 
stage curtain, saw me and said "we were fixing up some music" (his sound 
equipment is on stage ) . Then out from behind the curtain came REDACTED 

I felt very uneasy about it because that stage was completely dark 
and I sensed something had been going on./ Lynn likes to touch the boys, 
i.e. huging them; of course, he gives me a kiss on the cheek too./ He's 
in charge of two youth groups; plays disc jockey for lots of dances ; 
takes kids on vacation; eg. very friendly with the REDACTED boys (8th & 9th 
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graders) who have each worked in the rectory. REDACTED also worked in 

the rectory./ Last year before the graduation dance REDACTED an( j 3 or 

4 other boys went into the rectory around 6pm. 10 minutes later they 
emerged and I asked where they had been. They replied "We were up in Fr. 
Caf foe's bedroom; we needed to change our shirts."/ Terrible temper: once 
when I talked to the DRE, asst. DRE and Lynn about needing to tell the 
kids from the youth group to clean up after eating their snacks in the 
hall (they'd left a real mess), Lynn came unglued — began yelling at me 
and kept it up until I had to leave in order not to break into to tears./ 
Lynn cannot take criticism/ He makes me frightened; I think he could be 
violent. 

2/19/91. In a phone coversation with REDACTED he mentioned that REDACTED 

REDACTED (t Q t, e ordained in '91 from the parish) had come to him not long 
after redacted arrival at St. James to say that several parents had 
approached him to say they didn ' t like the way Fr . Lynn hugged their 
boys. They asked, however, that REDACTED not use their names. 
4/9/91. Following our intervention with Lynn on 4/2/91. Sister REDACTED 
REDACTED made an appt. to see him. Said Lynn told her he was questioning 
his priesthood; that if the AD didn't let him have a year's sabbatical, 
he was going to leave. / Said he brought up her story of his being up on 
the dark stage with REDACTED Said he hadn't heard her come in and say 

"hello" because they both had headphones on. Sister thought it -was 
significant that as Lynn gave this explanation, he looked down and 
wouldn't look at her. Said she knows he wasn't being truthful. 
4/17/91. .Msgr. REDACTED came in to speak up.fo Lynn./ Only saw Lynn 

blow up seriously once during his time at St. Bede's./ Yes, there was a 
boy (9th or 10th grader) whom Lynn was always with. Yes, he went with 
this boy alone on vacations./ There were lots of kids who'd come 
regularly from O.L. of Peace to visit Lynn./ Yes, he remembered once when 
there was a group of several (3) highschool kids in his room -- all 
laughing./ Kids do seek him out — he's got a charism with them; 4 years 
later kids from St. Bede's are still asking for him./ 
5/8/91. Dr. REDACTED called to say that he felt a need to make a 

report to Child Abuse Hot Line. He saw Lynn and told him this. He made 
the report and was told this would not have to go to the police for an 
investigation. I called Lynn to tell him there would be no police 
investigation but asked that he prepare to leave St. James after the 
weekend inasmuch as there could be more to follow (the Hot Line director 
suggested that the 2 boys whose names Lynn had given to REDACTED 
should be interviewed). Lynn strongly opposed this and I set up an appt. 
with him for 5/13/91. 

5.13/91. Told Lynn I had changed my mind and that he could stay on. at St. 
James until the date that had already ben announced in the parish — June 
2nd. Asked that he sign a 5-point agreement re his behavior with minors 
during his stay at St. James. Went over with him the things REDACTED 
had outlined as well as the things REDACTED (whom I'd called before 
this meting to say I'd be quoting him) had told me./ Lynn was upset that 
I would not give hirn a new residence assignment (preferably St. Bede's) 
before June 3rd. I told him I would not deal with that until REDACTED 
redacted, s re p Qrt was ^ n _ j explained that one of the possible outcomes could 
be in-residence therapy. 

5/14/91. Call received from Mrs. REDACTED wanting to know if her 

son's name was in our file. She said she had spoken to Lynn and found 
that we were questioning the fact that he had taken her son (while a 
minor) on vacation. She spoke very positively about Lynn and said that 
she and her husband had had no question about sending their son w. Lynn 
— who is a trusted friend of all the family and on several occasions has 
gone w. the entire family on vacation. (REDACTED ) 

7/15/91. Spoke to Dr. REDACTED f or clarification over the report's saying: 
"rule out pedophilia". This is a technical phrase meaning "not sufficient 
eveidence to say it's unequivocally there, but needs further examination" 
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or "there is some evidence of this diagnosis but not enough to state it 
clearly." How to therefore "rule out" the diagnosis = further 
evaluation./ My experience with Lynn in the office made Dr. REDACTED even 
more confident in the testing results -- inasmuch as he "never addresses 
the issue" but attacks what he perceives as a vulnerable point in someone 
else. 

7/24/91. Call from REDACTED wno says Lynn is shocked by the REDACTED 

letter. Says he's tending towards going to redacted _ t> u t REDACTCD adds that 
it's with a closed mind and^only because Lynn's priesthood will be 
forfeited if he fails to go./ Lynn has never said "I have a major 
problem."/ He must be told that if he only plans to "tolerate" the 
program and not really enter into it — then he shouldn't waste our time 
and money, if he won't admit to a serious problem — then forget it./ 
There can be no sign of "waf f eling" in confrontation with Lynn - he must 
be told clearly even bluntly and given no alternatives.// Need to tell 
Lynn either in person or in writing that what we're looking for in 
sending him to REDACTED ± s a clear bill of health; that we have no 
moral certitude about his change of behavior to trust him with another 
assignment and that "jumping through hoops" at REDACTED 3 i s not- 
sufficient to be entrusted again with an assignemnt. We want a clear bill 
of health sufficient to say you have chnged to the point of our being 
able to trust , you again in the everyday responsibilities and intimate 
nature of a priestly assignment. 

11/5-6. REDACTED . & REDACTED __ visitation, REDACTED Conclusions: Lynn 

-has decided to cooperate w. treatment acc. to his own lights; still 
making a case for himself; we don't have a lot of hope for recovery that 
would restore him to ministry./ In our interview with him, Lynn used the 
experience he's had at iredacted a s a way of telling us that he'd made a 
lot of progress. He began with his work in the area of "anger". Then 
revealed his problems in the past w. compulsive masturbation and visits 
to a massage parlor where he'd been involved w. prostitutes on a few 
occasions. He didn't even mention anything about his realtionship with 
minors! I called him on this and he played the victim roll — 3x saying 
"I guess I'm guilyt until proven innocent ."/ So our conclusions came out 
of this presentation on his part in which he would "give" on other things 
-- imbalanced personality, anger, masturba. , prostitutes — so long as he 
could avoid any suggestion of ephebophilia. He acted as if we should be 
impressed with his openness and revelations on these other matters. 

1/8/92. Call from REDACTED (Lynn's main therapist at 'REDACTED )• we 
agree totally that Lynn is a "tough cookie". Difficult getting out of him 
the data presented by. the AD. "Obviously, he will not be far enough along 
by your Feb. visit to to show any significant revelations."/ "His won 
awareness of sexual attraction to anyone (adult or juvenile; male or 
female) is almost non-existent — he blocks it."/ He has the ability to 
ignore, deny, detract from the most powerful issues involved... he blocks 
by acting as if he will get an assignment./ Deep inside he is extremely 
fragile — but. w. a very thick shell to defend himself . "There ' s progress 

but, I suspect he's not even revealing things to himself."/ He avoids 
aetaiis when he says "yes, I was inappropriate with youth."/ "At the end 
of 7 months he'll be in a position to say he's ready for therapy""/ We 
all agree here that his attraction to teen boys is 50-50 — i.e. it could 
be genital, could be his sexual orientation; however, it could also be 
T^f?7 n ? n 1S affect ational needs,/ "He's one of our toughest." 
1/12/92 conference call — Lynn, redacted and I: Lynn began the 40 min . 
conversation saying that he has continued to work with anger issues./ 

Most significant area of work (in last 3 weeks) has ben in the area of 
attectional behavior. I've become painfully aware that I've fed my 
^ im f, C L n f edS through touch, hugs, physical contact with teen boys. I've 

J °? ^ heir waists an d just left it there. Basically I've 

abused my position by not respecting boundaries - nourishing my needs 
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through them. It's abusive; a misuse of my position (as a priest) Though 

there has never been sexual, genital contact with teens, I did put my hand on 
their waists — which, while not a sexual act, was close to their genitals and 
fed my need for affectionate touch. I kissed highschool boys on the cheek' 
sometimes I kissed them on the hps, though I didnt initiate it. I did enjoy it 
(kissing on the lips) -and wasn't adverse to it J I have clarified for myself that 
both the male and female nude body attracts me./ All this has brought pain but 
also relief m knowing what feeds my acting out w. masturbation. // My comments 
following his presentation: I think there is progress in the revelations you have 
shared./ At the same time, there is a need to get down to specifics — the very 
things that brought about your treatment atREDACTED e g. The incident on 
the hall stage; your door closed and locked "hundreds of times" with teen boys 
in your room; three separate parishes reporting questionable behavior on your 
part with minors; pastor & principal at St. James — extremely uncomfortable w 
your expressions of affection to young boys; the report from REDACTED Q f 5 
boys (by name)whom he saw you hug and Mss and hold. / In addition" to the 
behavior w. minors there ar, a number of minsiterial questions: your not hearing- 
confessions for several years and lying about the fact several times to the 
pastor; the report from your last pastor that, ministerially "Lynn would do hist 
what he wanted to do; if he didn't want to do something — he wouldn't "// 
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Afchdlotese of Los Angeles 



Office of 1531 Los Angeles 

Vicar for Clergy West Ninth California 
(213)251-3284 Street 9O0I5-U94 



February 20, 1992 




Dear Mr 



I have spent the weeks since Father VH^Hfeand I met with 

Father Lynn Caffoe in reflection, ccmsu-tfeation, and prayer. 

At this point, we have to recommend that Father Caffoe spend 

time outside active ministry following his residence at St. Luke's. 

While Father Caffoe made significant strides near the end of 

his time at your Institute, he appears to be, as you commented 

to me a month ago, finally at the stage where he can begin therapy. 

As to the issue of his i nappropriate behavior with teen-age 
boys, both Father and myself found it encouraging that 

he has reached a point of acknowledging that behavior. However, 
it seemed to us that there is insufficient depth to his awareness 
of the drastic action he has to take in order to get well. We do 
not believe that insight equals willingness. There must be an 
extended period of time during which he can offer observable 
evidence that his insights at St. Luke's have led to a complete 
change of behavior. At present, I have doubts as to his willing- 
ness to enter into such drastic change. 

My sense was that Father Caffoe was willing to make marginal 
adjustments, but expects — in his words— "that the pendulum will 
finally come back into balance." I think he actually believes 
that he will, after a rather short period of time, be able to 
minister again to all age levels in a parish. 
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Professionals find, this kind of browbeating and manipulation 
difficult to handle; parishioners find it devastating; and 
14 -year olds 




As you have told me, Father Caffoe is extremely fragile on the 
inside, and he will no doubt interpret our decision as a put-down 
and a denial of all. the value in his past ministry and in his 
person. However, psychologists whom we trust, both at St. Luke's 
and here at home, and with whom I have consulted are adamant in 
insisting— on long-term recovery if ministry is ever to take place 
again. We would see. a minimum of three years before we would 
even begin to reconsider a return to active ministry. 

Cardinal Mahony concurs totally in this assessment and 
recommendation. 

Upon Father Caf foe ' s. return to Los Angeles, I will meet with him 
to discuss financial and other support the Archdiocese is prepared 
to give him, so that he can vseek new work and establish his own 
living quarters. 




I want to thank you> as his therapist, for the many hours of 
competent professional counseling you have offered both Father 
Caffoe and myself. * ' ■ 



Sincerely yours, 



(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 



^ MEMORANDUM 
DATE: February 20, 1992 

FROM: Monsignor Dyer 



— CONFIDENTIAL 

TO: Cardinal Mahony 

RE : Rev. Lynn Caff oe and Letter Attached 

Attached is the letter I told you I would prepare for 
St. Luke Institute regarding Father Caffoe. 

If you approve, I would like to get it in the mail today. 

^Jlt JL*// C*^ aJi 3$*£ X 




<- Hint 
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MEMORANDUM 



CONFIDENTIAL 



DATE 



March 5, 1992 



FROM 



Monsiqnor Dyer 



TO 



Cardinal Mahony 



RE 



Rev. Lynn Caffoe 




that he would be returning to the Archdiocese without assignment. 
I told him I would meet with him on his return to offer him a 
plan that would include support for living arrangements and 
beginning a job. 

Father Caffoe was most upset with the news, and he was 
accusatory throughout our conversation. He asked that you 
write him immediately stating that you will not give him an 
assignment nor faculties at this time — nor in the near future. 

I explained to him that we would have to set up an after-care 
program, which would include people both professional and lay 
who could give us an accounting of his performance in coming 
years, and that the Archdiocese would not review his case for 
a minimum of 3 to 5 years. 

I will be talking to you more concerning the details of our plan 
for Father Caffoe, but for the time being I would appreicate it 
very much if you woul d write the let ter he has requested, with 
copies to Dr. j^^pm^^p and Mr. fl^^HH^H^ at St . Luke's. 

Father Caffoe' s termination date there will be either March 10 
or March 31. I have encouraged him to stay until March 31, so 
that he can use their resources to prepare for a new career. 

The address is St. Luke Institute, 2420 Brooks Drive, Suitland MD 20746 

With many thanks for your help. 
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Office of 1531 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Archbishop West Ninth California 

,! (2l3)Z5l-3288 Street 90015-1194 



March 6, 1992 



Reverend Lynn Caffoe 
St. Luke Institute 
2420 Brooks Drive 
Suitland, MD 20746 

Dear Father Caffoe: 

I am writing to confirm the telephone conversation which Monsignor Timothy 
Dyer, my Vicar for the Clergy, had with you recently concerning your present and 
future status in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

Given the past difficulties which you have had here within the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, and based upon the wise recommendations of many who have tried to 
work with you, I must state that I cannot offer you a priestly assignment in this 
Archdiocese nor can I grant you the faculties of the Archdiocese upon your return 
from St. Luke Institute. 

Upon your return to Los Angeles, you must enter into whatever after-care plan is 
set forth by St Luke Institute, and you must spend a minimum of three to-five ^ 
years living outside a priestly assignment demonstrating on a regular basis that 
you are making progress in dealing with the very real and serious issues in your 
life. 

During this entire time you will be classified as "Inactive" as a priest of the 
Archdiocese. 

I know that this is not the response you were looking for, but I have a very grave 
and serious responsibility not only to each of our priests but to all the members 
of our Archdiocesan community. I must be totally and fully satisfied that every 
priest who ministers to our people is entirely mature, spiritually and 
psychologically wholesome, and that he does not present any danger or fear of 
danger to our people. 

Please be assured that I shall continue to keep you in my prayers as you make 
this transition to inactive status. \ 
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With every best wish, I am 




i. 
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Saint Lnl(e Institute 



CONTINUING CARE CONTRACT 



Patient: Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 
Admission Date: 8-22-91 
Primary Therapist: REDACTED 
Admitting Physician: REDACTED 



Saint Luke Institute #12420 
Discharge Date: 3-31-92 



This Contract is entered into freely with the undersigned, Lynn R. Caffoe, and 
the Saint Luke .Institute for a period of six months, beginning March 31 1992 
and ending October 1, 1992. At the end of the six month period, I and my 
continuing care therapist shall review the terms of the Contract and make any 
changes/revisions deemed necessary. The terms of this Contract are 
confidential . 

Because of the decision of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles that I will be on 
administrative suspension from active ministry as a priest, I begin an 
entirely new lifestyle at home, lasting from three to five years, as I strive 
m recovery to return to full-time ministry as a priest. Because of the many 
practical things necessary for me to accomplish upon returning home after 
.being away, for seven months, as well as the new changes, some facets of this 
Contract will need to be discussed between myself and the continuing care 
therapist for application whenever necessary. As of this date, the terms of 
rne Contract are ; 

I. ONGOING RECOVERY 

aIofl-° f ^ Continuousl y relating my feelings and issues with others, 

avoiding isolation and keeping things close to the vest; aware of the need to 

need^r^! sexuality issues; aware of my continuing 

TflL l * negative feelings, emotions of anger, judgmental thinking , 

often passive, often aggressive behaviors and verbalizations; aware of my 

affect^r 6 ^ fti eSS iSSU6S ° f Pr ° per bound ^ies of relating to others 
affectionally; the following accountability systems and support systems need 



REDACTED 



Continuing Care Contract - Page 2 
Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe REDACTED 



1. As soon as possible, I will secure the services of an Archdiocesan 
approved psychologist/therapist, well versed in the Twelve Step Program, 
for a minimum of twice-a-month sessions. 

2. As soon as possible, I will assemble a core support group made up of: 
Msgr. REDACTED ^ _ sr. REDACTED * 

up to three men who have experienc edREDACTED that now live 

in my home area, one or two couples who are close friends, who are aware 
of my story, my future spiritual director. 

3. I will be in regular phone contact with others in the area who have 
lived the Saint Luke Institute experience. 

4 . I will visit for an extended period of time with former REDACTED 

REDACTED residents twice a month, for support, input and sharing. 

5. I will be involved in three Twelve Step Programs weekly (EA, ACOA, SCA) . 

6. I will have a weekly visit with at least one supportive friend, who is 
aware of my situation, with whom to share: Msgr. Redacted Sr REDACTED 

REDACTED . .redacted , redacted 

7. I will have a once-a-month contact with the Vicar for Clergy of the 
Archdiocese. 



II. CONTINUING CARE 

1. I will be in contact with the Saint Luke Institute continuing care 
therapist monthly. 

2. Within three months, I will schedule a Re -Entry Workshop with my 
continuing care therapist and my home support group. 

3. I will attend the Continuing Care Workshops at Saint Luke Institute 
every six months for the first two years, and once a year for three 
additional years. 



III. SPIRITUALITY 

1- I will partake in one half -day or full day of prayer and reflection away 
from my home monthly. 

2. I will have a daily hour of personal prayer, reflection and meditation. 

3. I will have regular visits, approximately monthly, with a confessor and 
spiritual director, who are well versed in the Twelve Step Program. 



Continuing Care Contract - Page 3 
Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe REDACTEI 



IV. PHYSICAL NEEDS 

1 . I will take no other drugs except those prescribed by my personal doctor 
or a doctor of the Saint Luke Institute staff. I will take: 

REDACTED 



2. Understanding that alcohol is a drug that lowers inhibitions, if I drink 
at all, I will drink no more than my life-long^ partrtem of one drink four 
times a month. 

3. I will begin as soon as possible a regular spa workout of two hours 
three times a week. 

4. I will continue with a mainte'nance/modif ied diet plan. 

5. I will have regular medical checkups with my personal. doctor, every 
three months, to monitor cholesterol, high blood pressure, and overall 
physical- health. 

6. I will set up and receive, as soon as possible, massage therapy every 
two weeks, for stress reduction and as a preventative for chronic neck 
spasms . 




REDACTED * ^ REDACTED 



Director, Inpatie^/ Clini^i^/services Medical Director and 

Vice-President for Medical Affairs 

REDACTED 

3-23-92 
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REDACTED 




End of March. 1992 



A radical change in my life is taking place at this time. Out of 
fairness to so many who have been integral to my life, and out of fairness 
to myself, I send this letter to let you know of my situation. 

On April 2nd of last year, I was informed by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles of complaints being brought by a couple of significant people 
concerning some attitudes and behaviors that concerned them and discom- 
forted them. I was required to see a local psychologist, who after four 
sessions, recommended that I be sent to an institute REDACTED for 
evaluation. I went for evaluation for five days in early June. The 
evaluation staff of the institute recommended that I avail myself of 
their full 6 to 7 month program, the Archdiocese agreed, and so I was 
sent to the REDACTED August 21st of last year. This was done under the 
guise of a sabbatical. 

In truth, REDACTED Is a psychiatric hospital specializing in 

a full therapy and treatment program for priests and religious. Over the 
seven months of program, 1 have worked very hard, often painfully, on the 
areas of my life psychologically and spiritually that had weaknesses, 
growing and moving in a positive direction with assistance of staff 
and fellow residents. 

It has become very apparent that, since my mother died when I was 
thirteen years of age, I strived in so many ways to be independent, 
taking care of myself, doing things my way, keep ing . t h ing s close to the 
vest, using internal feelings of, and external expressions of, anger 
to defend and protect myself, as well as exhibiting other unacceptable 
thinking and behaviors. I placed the care and guidance of myself in 
the hands of myself, instead of in the hands of God and/or of others, 
who can be such an essential balance for a person. It was better to do 
the things of a priest, be for others, than it was to really work and 
do what was right and whole for me. Often this led to isolation and 
negativity for me, a building up of anger and rage, a lifestyle of 
self-sufficiency, self-protection and s el f -c ent er ed nes s ,; with my "tools" 
being my own wits alone. This has been a very positive time in treatment, 
with significant insight and experiences, as well as struggles and pain. 
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Although my desire and intentions were to return to ministry at the 
conclusion of the time in REDACTED it is not to be in the near future. 
In a phone call on March 2nd of this year, I was informed by the Archdiocese 
that I would be put on an "administrative suspension from active priestly 
ministry and suspension from faculties (permission of local bishop to be 
an active priest), for from 3 TO 5 years, with review at that time, with 
possible reinstatement to full time priestly ministry." I will be expected 
to continue psychological counseling in L.A., as well as the Continuing 
Care Program of the Institute. The judgement by the Archdiocese is not a 
"formal canonical su s pen s ion"-- t ha t would mean severing its relationship 
with me. However, (these are my perceptions now), the situation is similar 
to an estrangement and divorce from my relationship with the Church and 
the priesthood, which has been my life for 2 0+ years of active ministry 
and 12 years of seminary preparation. £lso, it means the loss of my "job", 
the only one that I have ever known. I will continue to be on the 
Archdiocesan insurance policies, apparently have a car for my use, and 
some funds to find and furnish a place for myself to live that is - 
acceptable to the Archdiocese, as well as support in " r eto oling" me (their 
words) for some type of work to sustain me fox a number of years ahead. 
for awhile I will receive my priest salary of $700./month. 

So^ upon returning to L.A. on April 1st, I will begin an entirely 
new chapter in my life, if not a whole new book. I will depend upon your 
prayerful support. I trust of my putting myself in your confidence, that 
you will treat this matter in a discreet manner, and that the information 
will not be a source of major discussion among many. 

As I continue to be a priest in fact, though not in practice, I will 
keep you and the people important to you in my daily prayer to the God 
of the present moment. Let us all walk with the Lord, internally and 
externally. 

With love and respect, 
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Saint LuS(t Institute 

April 20, 1992 

CONFIDENTIAL 

His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahony, DD 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 W. 9th Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 Re: Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 




Dear Cardinal Mahony, 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Continuing Care Contract that was agreed 
upon by Father Lynn Caffoe and the Saint Luke Institute. This agreement 
represents both a support, for the recovery and health of Father Caffoe, and a 
challenge for continuing accountability in his pursuit of these goals. We 
consider the accomplishment of all aspects of this Contract and full 
participation in the Continuing Care program to be essential for Father 
Caffoe's ongoing recovery, and also a means for evaluation of progress over 
the three to five year extended care period. Please note that Father Caffoe 
has been directed that any needed modifications in the Contract are to be 
negotiated with our Continuing Care Services, and that the Contract will be 
reviewed at each workshop scheduled approximately every six months during the 
first two years of the Continuing Care cycle. 
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His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahony, DD 
April 20, 1992 
Re: Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 



Given some time of leave, which will be very difficult for Father Caffoe, and 
given a fidelity to rigorous honesty and continuing growth in the capacity for 
healthy accountability, we would hope that Father Caffoe can meet your 
criteria for a return to active ministry at some time in the future. 

Given a faithful course of quality recovery and full participation in our 
Continuing Care Program, we see no therapeutic contraindications to an 
assignment of appropriate adult ministry. 

It has been a rewarding experience to work with you and with Father Caffoe. 
He will be making the necessary arrangements for the re-entry workshop to be 
held with his local support network, and to arrange the followup services that 
are part of his plan. Mr. ^^MMMHHW^BMfe Coordinator of Continuing 
Care Services, oversees FatherCatroe^scont^nuing Care program. If there is 
anything that we can do to be of further service, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. We offer our prayerful support for you, for Father Caffoe, and 
for all of your endeavors n the Lord's service. 



Sincerely yours, 




Therapist 



C fry-*, <Sj. >°^^ 



Curtis C. Bryant, SJ. , Ph.D. 
Director, Inpatient Clinical Services 



Reverend Timothy Dyer 
Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 



Encl. 
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MEMORANDUM CONFIDENTIAL 



DATE: February 19, 1991 



FROM: Father Dyer 



TO: Archbishop Mahony 
RE: Rev. Kevin Barmasse 



I had a call yesterday from Dr. REDACTED a t St. Luke's Institute. 
They have questions about Father Barmasse and are riot ready to 
finalize an evaluation at this point. 

They are reporting that he needs one further test they are not 
able to give him—it is available in Toronto but probably somewhere 
closer as well. The test is known as phallometric testing—involves 
a plethysmography. The doctor mentioned that some dioceses object 
to it . It measures sexual arousal and can show if someone is 
aroused by minors. It is not a totally reliable test in that some 
with strong concentration can force themselves not to react. Also, 
arousal does not prove the subject has ever acted out.... But they 
feel the test could help them tell if there is some kind of pedophile 
arousal pattern in this case. 

The recommendation is that after such testing St. Luke's and 
Father Barmasse would "reconvene". Indication was he certainly 
needs psychiatric treatment around areas of sexuality. If the 
test suggests strong pedophillic arousal profile they recommend 
6-8 months at St. Luke's. If not pedophilic they recommend still 
intensive therapy work of shorter duration. Father Kevin would have 
to sign a release of information. 

They have enough information at this point to diagnose psycho- sexual 
disorder and personality tests showing dependent/compulsivejiraits . 
But there is a red flag up as to paraphilia. Hence their -'felt need 
for the test above. 

I have not spoken to Kevin yet. Have been attempting by phone to 
locate possible testing sites if you wish to go ahead with their 
recommendation. Toronto reports it could possibly be done in 
Salt Lake City or in Minneapolis; Association for Treatment of 
Sexual Abusers in Portland, Oregon is to call back with possible 
closer sites. 

Please let me know your feelings as regards the testing in question. 
With many thanks. 28794 

3- 
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Your iSminenee, 

I am a lifetime merger of at. James parish, and I have seem priest 
eome ami go.Iwo*U jmst like to tell you what a hard workiag 
priest reverand Lynn Coffee i s . Reverand Coffoe was well liked 
by all who came ineontaek with him; senior citizens, young admits 
amd the Majority of (the eoagregatioa. 



Sincerely Yours, 
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Dear Cardinal, 



and I have been ministered to by Father Lynn Caffoe and 
have worked with him at St. James and in the Youth Group. In that 
capacity of being around Father while at youth meetings and outings, 
we were witness to the gifts he has in developing trust from them 
and involvement with them. We saw friendships that blossomed, 
not only among the youth but, also we hold Father among our close 
friends in the Church. 



Fathe r was instrume ntal in tfH^HHHHb involvement as 
OTlMBHi^HJI^HIH^f and for his continued participation in 
the Youth Ministry. 

Father Lynn instructed and influenced the preparation of our 
eldes t daughter's Marriage. We have heard from VBHBflHB, 

tt^, that Father's Christian example led to investigate the 

Catholic Faith and to enter the RCIA program and to convert. 

Father Lynn was our hope during the turmoil that our parish 
suffered not too long ago. He held us to the belief that somehow all 
{hings could bp worked out toward a positive resolution and his own 
works and persistence helped achiev e that goal we all held. With 
this knowledge and hope, and I remained as active 

parishioners, this after all has been our parish for all of our twenty- 
eight years of marriage. 

Please consider with compassion and Christian forgiveness the 
plight of Father Lynn. We would hope that our prayers for him and 
his resolve might open new consideration on his behalf. 
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Dear Cardinal Mahoney, 
I am writing to you because I have much concern for my friend 
Fr.Lynn . I've heard that he isn't a priest anymore because he made a 
mistake . I just want to tell you that he really is a nice person and 
has just been under alot of stress lately and so have I, because I 
have no Fr . Lynn to call Fr . Lynn . So please , please give all of us 
back our wonderful Fr .Lynn . 
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Your Eminence : 

I hope this letter finds you well. Even though this is a time 
of great happiness, my heart is heavy for my good friend Father Lynn 
Caf f oe . I think of him as a good friend, because he is a person who 
gave and still gives me strength in God. Ever since I've known him, 
I have only experienced a man of great kindness. I have watched him 
interact with children of all ages at school, church and at various 
activities. He is a very good role model for children to look up to. 
It leads me to tell you about a situation that I think has alot to do 
with Father Lynn's dismissal. We had the situation that happened at 

James School. ^||J||J||||^J|^^|^J^^^|^|||||^ac 
then, however, I know families that were unhappy with the outcome of 
the situation. Father Lynn was the strength of the church durring the 
time of unrest, so I think he became one of their targets of revenge. 
On Halloween 1990, one of the unhappy people stopped me to talk. 
That person through a long conversation, told me "We will see that 
Father Lynn is removed from the Parish and never preaches again". I 
never thought that these people would ever succeed in their threat. 
At this time, I would like to pose this question, with great respect. 
Did anyone ever ask Father Lynn or one of the many people who know 
Father (including Sisters and fellow priests) for his side? All he 
has ever expressed through his trial, is that God has a reason for 
this and something good is bound to come out of this. He is on earth 
to be a servant to God our Father and right now he reminds me of a fn 



fish out of water. Please reconsider his situation. Father Lynn 
touched rny life and I can only imagine how many more he has touched 
and those whos ' lives need to be touch by him. There is such a need 
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for good priests and the church is at a great loss right now. Please 
fee 1 free to contact any of me if you desire . My name is ^jj^^^m^ 
My address is B^I^I^^^I^^^^^^HBHNIIHHfflHHHHBl^^^B^ My phone 
number is 




You are always in my prayers!!! 
With Great Respect, 
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MEMORANDUM 



May 4, 1992 



TO: Cardinal Mahony 
FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 
RE: Fr. Lynn Caffoe 



I know you have seen the final report and Continuing Care Contract 
from St. Luke's for Fr, Lynn Caffoe. I would like to set up a meeting 
to discuss his contract as soon as possible. 

As to financial help, Fr. Caffoe has received $5,000 "start-up" money 
for down payment on a car and first and last months' rent. He will not 
be under our car insurance but j would, propose we k eep him on our 
he alth plan as fong as there is a chance of his returning to priesthood. 



You asked that I give you a recommendation for one lump sum to be 
given him for living expenses and^e--traiHhig. Apart from the $5,000 
already given > I would recommen d $20,000 j h this case. Given the fact 
that he is 47 years of age, has Vrrtually no family upon whom to rely 
and no training in any other field, I would suggest this amount. While 
this total figure of $25,000 is a lot of money, it is equivalent to about 
seven weeks at St. Luke's and would give a very good start to someone 
who may someday be able to return to priestly service. 

I will await your direction. 
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#t. ilam^B (Etjitrrlj 

415 VINCENT STREET 
REDONDO BEACH, CAIIF. 90277 
Phone: 372-522B 



May 12, 1992 



His Eminence Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90015 

Your Eminence 



r ears. I have worked 



I have known Father Lynn Caffoe for the lastly 

for him and with him on the RCIA process, the youth groups""" the 
liturgy committee and many other projects. He has helped' many 



people. I have witnessed first hand the good that he has done 

My wife and I would like to add our name to the list to get him re 
instated as a priest. 



Your 



My home a 
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May 13, 1992 



Your Eminence; 

Thank you for coming to St. James' centennial. We nave, alt been, very excited 
waiting for your arrival. I have. been very fortunate in that I have. seen you 
on many occasion* and heard you Apeak, but many people in our Parish have, never 
experienced your presence so this is indeed a special day for us. I £e,el. honored 
to be. a part of this day and St. James and my Catholic faith. 

My children went to St. James and I have. been an active, member for 11 years 

and have, always been in a volunteering capacity . For^ years I taught Jr. High 
CCD Confirmation and for S years I have been on the, RCIA team. 

I have, seen many priests qo through this Palish, some, good, and some, not so good. 
But, this is my Parish and for better ok for vooh.se. I hang inhere because the. 
good loud always has a way of walking things out if we. have, faith in Him. AfteraU. 
this is also His parish and He cane* what happens here. Vou also care, youn. Emine 

nee, that is why I would like, to bring an important matter to youn attention 

namely, one. Fa. Lynn Caffoe. 

When Fr. Lynn first came to St. Jam?j, he. informed us RCIA was a program oft 
primary importance and that he wanted to become active, in this program immed- 
iately. Hence, my relationship with him was immediate as we., , the. team, would 
meet for lesson planning and liturgy planning frequently. Very rapidly my 
relationship with Fr. developed from the "new priest on the. block" attitude, to 
a relationship of respect, admiration and love. 

I watched Fr. Lynn give and give and give oft himself. The youth group became 
a very successful program, at last, due to his devotion to the kids and 
creativity in keeping them interested. The Special love and attention he 
gave to all of the RCIA was highly evident, he not only was a sharer of 
faith but also took the time to get involved in the personal aspects of their 
life, which is a great part of RCIA. He took the time to make people feel 
like St. James really cared about them no matter if they were a sinner or a 
saint, old or youhg, rich or poor. He gave much of his personal tune to us 
and was available when we needed him. He did my Mother's' funeral on his day 
off and I was not aware until much later that it was his day off. He converted 
many people who never would have become a . catholic had it not been for his 
special nuturing, including my future daughter in law. jklso he brought bac^fe. 
many fallen away catholics . Fr. Lynn made us fee J, Special. We felt loved by 

God and by our Church. He made us feel that if we hung in there with God 

no matter what we did or what happened in our life that somehow if we loved God 
he would bring us back to Him. 

I do not know of a man that loves his faith more than this man or the priesthood. 
He is a dedicated, spiritual, unselfish, generous man, and an incredibly wonder- 
ful caring priest. 

Since people have been made aware of the situation at" hand 1 
have had numerous call^fr^mae^jpl^sta^ig how upset they are and asking what 
they can do. People W^flHHBi^HB cry they are. so upset. They want 
to do something for this wonderful man who has touched ail of our hearts. They 
ask me who do I know in this world that loved the priesthood more than he and 
how could the Church he loves cast him out. Who could be so bad to-be told 
they can not function in anyway as a priest 9 . This to me is a really bad person. 
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I most lespectiulty request that you ne-evaluate this man. Talk to some 
oi us. Ton sune he am not peniect, but then who o& us can out the. Unst 
stone, A.jwe do -out the. stone - should we??? He was sent to St. James 
to tny mnd stnax.ghten out a big mess, .he. didn't cneate the. men Voixn 
Eminence, aX was at St. James when he. an.nl.ved. He, did hl6 utmost to 
turn an unloving panlsh that wa6 demlnlshlng slowly each day Into the. kind 
oi pcuuMh we could be- pnoud oi. I believe he. accomplished this aoal I 
wonden how °a<>ns^ might have handled the. mess he came Into. It I* atway* 

X ; I* a6 th<L p ^ on who i™***y had the gut* to do somethlna 

Xnfo l f^J-*^**?* ^ listed at St. James. Evexy othenpnlelx 3 

¥hfu ZlfnT*/^^ *° ^ 0Ut a6 &00n th ^ ^uld, becausT 
.they ' looked at aX as a hopeless suction. This man UnaUy did Isomethlna 

t ta^t^ i0 \ 1 WM b * Anally g^ul to him ion S 9 

m o i- PUt ^ °j m P*****l»od In ieopoAdy, St. James might have* 

youttrntne^te^ ^ ****** ^ y ° U muZd kav<i knom 

Thank you ion. needing this long letten and please believe me I hope I was 
not cUsxespectiul A.n any way. I simply wanted you to be awane oi my 
ieeZuigs and know how much I love my St. James, Its pnlests and the people 
%1 „ ^ ^ a ™ m ^y oi beUevens, Also, thank you, yout P 

ma TTJT JJL ; Ly u nn t0 St - 3am<U ' ■»* Phonal iamAy Zd 

my chunch iam^y aUo thank you because he tnuly enchancea aUoioun 

Uves Ue pnay that one day soon we may again enjoy the beneilXs oi 

end tr nV l ^ r^ 00d ; ^ ^ ^ his iUendshlp. Thank you ion. aUowlng . 

God to speak to youn heart Kegandlng this matte*. . Good pnlestsane 

th.uly a gA.it inom God. ' 
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youn EmlYiz.nct; 

Thank you ion coming to St. Jamz* ' czntzwiial. We have, all been vzny excitzd 
waiting ion goal annlval. I havz been vzny iontunatz In that I have. *zzn you. 
on many occailon* and hzand you ipzak, but many people. In out Parish have, ne.ve.fi 
zxpznlznczd you* pn.eAe.nce. *o thl* I* Indzzd a special day i ok u* . I izzl hononzd 
to be. a pant ah thl* day and St. Jamz* and my Catholic ialth. 

%^BPfc chltdnzn wznt to St. lame* and I have. been an active, mzmbzn ion 11 yean* 
and have. aluoay* .bzzn In a vohi.ntze.nlnQ capacity. Ton. 01 yzan* I taught J*. High 
CCD Conilnmation and ion 8 yzan* I have. been on thz RCIA team. 

I havz *zzn many pnlz*t* go thnough thl* Vanish, *omz good, and *omz not *o good. 
But, thl* I* my Vanish and ion bttXzn on ion muz I hang In hznz bzcau*z thz 
good Lond alway* ha* a May oi wonting thing* out li wz havz ialth In Him. Kitznall 
thl* I* alio HI* panl&h and Hz canz* what happzn* hznz. you alia canz, youn- Emlnz 
ncz, that I* why I would llkz to bnlng an impo-X-tant mattzn to youn attzntlon. . . . 
namely, onz Fn. Lynn Caiioz. 

Whzn fn. Lynn iln*t cau\z to St. lawj, hz Inionmzd u* RCIA wa* a pnognam oi 
pnimany tmpontancz and that hz wantzd to bzcomz activz In thl* pnognam immzd- 
iatzly. Hzncz, my neJUatlon*hlp wXXh him wa* immzdlatz a* wz, thz tzam, would 
meet ion lz** on planning and lUnngy planning inzquzntly. Vzny napldly my 
nzlatlomhlp with Fn. dzvzlopzd inom thz "new pnlz*t on thz block" attltu.dz to 
a nzlatlonihlp oi nz&pzct, admlnation and lovz. 

I watchzd Fn. Lynn glvz and glvz and glvz oi kimtzli. Thz youth gnoup bzcomz 
a vzny *uccz**iul pnognam, at la*t, duz to hi* dzvotlon to thz kid* and 
cnzativlty In kzzplng thzm lntznz*tzd. Thz *pzcial lovz and attzntlon hz 
gavz to all oi thz RCIA wa* highly zvldznt, hz not only wa* a *hanzn oi 
ialth but al*o took thz tunz to gzt Involvzd In thz pznional a*pzct* oi thzln 
Uiz, which I* a gnzat pant oi RCIA. He took thz twz to makz pzoplz izzl 
llkz St. James nzalty canzd about thzm no mattzn li thzy wznz a *innzn on a 
*alnt, old on young, nick on poon. Hz gavz much oi hi* pzn*onal timz to u* 
and wa* avallablz when wz nzzdzd him. Hz did my Hothzn'* iunznal on hi* day 
oii and I wa* not awanz until much latzn that It wa* hi* day aH. Hz conyzntzd 
many pzoplz who nzvzn would havz bzcomz a catholic had It not been ion hi* 
ipzclal nutunlng, Including my iutunz daughtzn In law. Alio hz bnought bac^k 
many iallzn away catholic*. Fn. Lynn made u* izzl *pzclal. We izlt lovzd by 

God and by oun Chunch. Hz made u* izzl that li wz hung In thznz with God 

no mattzn what wz did on what happznzd in oun liiz that *omzhow li wz lovzd God 
hz would bnlng a* back to Him. 

I do not know oi a man that lovz* hi* iaiXh monz than thl* man on thz pnlzithood. 
Hz I* a dzdlcatzd, *plnltual, un*zlil*h, gznznou* man, and an incnzdlbly wondzn- 
iul caning pnlz*t. 



il^^pg^ ^uieei^^aO^avTe been made awanz oi thz iltuatlon at hand I 
havz had numznou* ca ll* jnom pzoplz itating how up*eX thzy anz and a* king what 
thzy can do. Pzoplz MtHBVHHHHK ^ th -zy anz *o up*eX. Thzy want 
to do *omzthlng ion thl* wondzniul man who ha* touched all oi oun hzant*. Thzy 
a*k mz who do I know In thl* wonld that lovzd thz pnlz*thood monz than hz and 
how could thz Chunch hz lovz* ca*t him out. Who could be *o bad to be told 
thzy can not iunctlon In anyway a* a pnlt*t1 Thl* to mz I* a neatly bad pzn*on. 
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I molt leApectiutly lequeit that you le-evaluate thll man. Talk to lome 
oi ul. Foi luie he li not peiiect, bat thin who oi a* can cult the. iliit 
Atone., a.& we do cait the. Atone. - ihould we??? We wai lent to St. Jamei 
to tiy and itialghten out a big men.. he didn't cieate the. men, Youi 
EmA.ne.ncz, It wai at St. Jamei whan he. aiilved. He. did hli utmo'it to 
tain an unloving pailih that wai demlnlihlng llowly each day Into the kind 
oi paitzh we could be. ploud o&. I believe, he. accompLLlhed thll goal I 
wonde.1 how otheil might have, handled the. men he. came. Into. It li alwayi 
eaiy to iay"why didn't he. do It thll way'? Oi, "he. should have done. It that 
way , but, I look at him ai the. peiion who ilnally had the. guti to do lomethlnq 
about the. te.itu.ble. situation that exlited at St. Jamei . Eveiy othei pileit 
that came, to oui VatvLih aiked to get out a* loon a6 they could, becaul-- 
they looked at It a* a hopeleAi iltuatlon. Thll man ilnaVty did liomethlnq 
about jU and lot thll I will alwayi be eteinatly gieatiul to him {01 It 
he hadn t oi put hli own pileitkood In jeopaidy, St. JameA might have 
completely dliappeaied slowly but luiely and you nevei would have known why 
youi Eminence. 



Thank you ion leading thll long lettei and pleaie beUeve me I hope I wai 
not dlneipectiul In any way. I limply wanted you to be awaie oi my 
ieetlngi and know how much I love my St. Jamei, ItA pileiti and the people 
A_n aJl that make It a community oi betieveil. Alio, thank you, youi 
Eminence ioi lending Fi. Lynn to St. JameA. My peiional iamULy and 
my chuich iamlly alio thank you becauie he tluly enchanced all oi oui 
Level. We piay that one day loon we may again enjoy the beneiltl oi 
Fi Lynn'i pi+eAthood, hli love and nil iilendihlp. Thank you ioi allowing 
God to ipeak to youi heait legaidlng thli mattei. Good pileiti aie 
tluly a glit iiom God. 
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May 15, 1992 



Cardinal Roger Mahoney 
c/o St. James visit 



Welcome to St. James! Thank you for coming to celebrate with us 
our 100 year anniversary. 

For me there is a strange absence with this celebration - no 
Father Lynn Caffoe! For me, he has been an integral part of this 
parish. 

I came feo St. James ^months before Father Lynn arrived. My 
welcome from the pastor at that time felt anything but welcoming. 
When Father Lynn came I was drawn into this parish and felt like 
becoming an active participant, because of his sermons, his 
honesty and giving of self. 

He started St. James senior and junior high youth groups - with a 
group of volunteers, both parents and parish young adults. He 
told us the group should be of the parish, not just due to one 
person - yet I experienced those 4 years of involvement as very 
special and giving to us & the teens because of the person he 
was . 

When he was involved in preparing the church (decorating for 
Christmas and especially Easter) I felt a greater visual/sensual 
impact. The care he put into all he did was felt. In addition, 
he physically was a part of many parish celebrations and gave 
generously of himself to make the overall experience special! 

St. James got introduced to a "poverty dinner" in Lent. What an 
experience that was - and again, there was Father Lynn! 

I felt his involvement in everything. Now, in celebration of our 
community and our past I miss him being here even in support. 

What is going on? Would you please review... 

Thank you for your consideration. May God continue to bless and 
guide you in the work of our Church. 



Sincerely , 
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Your Eroiftence: 



A have- been a t-eEident of Torr-arice and St .. Jawes Parish since 

^^■F where I a BBWBjjPWPWBIWI^ . working with Learning 

Disabled Children for t he past ttt years. I have been a member of the 

as we] 1 a JEBHHHHHHIHHiHihi for the past 



years. 



I am writing to you in behalf of Fr. Lynn Caffoe, who was my 
assistant pastor for a number of years at St. Jawes Catholic- Church, 
Redondo Beach. He carried the load when Fr. 
illness-. Fr. Lynn, with the help of Fr. 
parish going all by himself. 



was waning from 
kept. the 



Fr. Lynn has been a st ron g i nf 1 uence ijo my lif e. It was he who 
encouraged and trained me for VHHI^I^HHIHI^MP' 1 eventually 

began f| "~ "~ 




_ Fr. Lynn, as a spiritual advisor, 

helped me work through my fear of confession, by teaching me to keep, 

my eye on the Cross, on Jesus, and "lay my burden down. " These words 

come back to me frequently, and I pass them on to others as I minister 
to them. 



I visited the 



Fr. Lynn, I 

noted he has an very loving manner- with the elder-ly,. Also, at the 
noon masses on one Friday per month, a Mass for the St. James School 
Ct-flldr&r,, he always had a sermon that involved the kids, in his sermon, 
a teaching in a way they -would never forget. - 

x 

I have worked with Fr. Lynn 
with great success and a spirit of community, 

I was shocked to hear of the action taken regarding Fr. Lynn, and 

I beg you to reconsidei if not the suspension of faculties, the the. 

Duration of same. 



S i ncer e 1 y i n Ch r i st ' 



1 ove, 
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May 17, 1992 



Dear Cardinal Roger Mahoney, 

It is an honor and blessing to have you celebrate our 100th 
anniversary with us this weekend. It is with the utmost respect 
that we send this letter to let you hear from the "silent 
majority " at St. James Parish. 

We have been active members of St. James since returning to 
California in Our older child graduated from Bishop 

Montgomery High School, and was active in the senior youth group. 
Our 4th grader has attended the parish school since kindergarten. 
My wife and I have be^n involved in many church and school 
functions since we joined the parish, including the senior youth 
group, the School Council and Cub Scouting. 

During our first year at St. James we had the privilege of 
meeting and working with Father Lynn Caffoe. Our association 
with him began when he solicited for volunteers to help him 
organize a senior youth group. Having heard his homilies at Mass 
for a few months we decided to join him in his endeavors. Boy 
were we lucky! For five years we had the pleasure of working 
with a compassionate, loving, understanding and tough member of 
the clergy. Having a teenager of our own I can tell you that he 
made a profound spiritual and moral impression on not only our 
son, but on all of us. 

Fr. Lynn has always been there for my family. From hospital 
visits to counseling to reconciliation he could always be counted 
on to give the best advice. Perhaps not the answers we wanted to 

hear, but always the most honest advice. Outspoken -without a 

doubt. ..but you could always count on Fr. Lynn. 

This family may not have the political or financial clout that 
some of Fr. Lynn's detractors have, Cardinal Mahoney, but we urge 
you, as contributing , active members of St. James Parish family, 
to. consider our perspectives as well. 



Sincerly y o-u r s , 
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Your Eminence, 

Thank you for taking the time to read these words which we 
are writing from our hearts. 



During his almost 5 years at St. James, Father Lynn Caffoe 
had a profound effect on each of us. He counseled us 
individuall y and a s a f_anujj^_j^en_w e encountered some of life's 

backs — ^^^^^^B^^BI^BBBBBSUKtHU^^BBBtKKKKKKHKtKHKit He 

also celebraTed uith us one of our happiest family 
times — ^MHt recept i on into the Catholic Church at the Easter 
Vigil, C^HB Father Lynn was then the coordinator of the RCIA 
team and walked with each and evey person on this spiritual 
journey. He would stay after every class no matter how late the 
hour in order to answer questions and clarify any confusing 
points. He is a good teacher — patient, challenging and 
extremely bright. His weekly homilies always reflected much 
preparation and were spoken in such a way that we came away more 
secure in the Christian message. More than once, our Sunday 
dinner conversation revolved around something Father Lynn had 
spoken about at Mass. The children came to know Father as an 
enthusiastic youth leader (he organized the Junior and Senior 
youth groups when he came to St. James). With the help of many 
supportive parents he coordinated the activities and always had 
more than enough willing parent chape rones present at each event 
because we saw how much fun the youngsters had just being 
together. Father Lynn was the catalyst, not the focal point. 
Though Father allowed the kids to be kids, he did discipline 
whenever necessary with his booming voice. He was always just 
and never inconsistent in his expectations. The youth realized 
early on that Father was dealing with them honestly. Young 
people seem to have a sixth sense about phoniness and 
insincerity. 



As a member of the ^miHBHHHi 

years, saw how Father worked with 



for the past 



on preparing liturgies for the students. His attitude 
was supportive of her ideas, not domineering. His relationship 
with her and the R. E. staff members is in our minds a good 
example of "collaboration" which is spoken about at many 
Religious Education Congress workshops. 
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Father Lynn's unique method of filing (messy office) uas a 
constant source of humor for our family. We tend to echo the 
sentiments of the woman who wrote in response to the LA Times 
article on Queen of Angles seminary, "Give me a priest with 
kindness, prayerf ulness and gentleness, and I don't give a hoot 
if he keeps his room clean. " (Letters in View, 5/15/82) 

Each time Father Lynn was able to visit our home and share 
a meal with us we felt privileged because he not only brought 
joy and much laughter but he also represented the Church with 
great reverence. 

There may be some who might describe Father Lynn in 
negative terms such as "arrogant, elitist, bad tempered and 
intolerant. " Interestingly, these very words were written 
recently about Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer. (L.A. Times, 
5/16/92) and yet the Holy Father has moved quickly to advance 
his cause toward sainthood. Obviously, testimony of the 
supporters of Escriva far outweighs that of his critics. We 
feel this to be the case with Father Lynn. He was much loved by 
many people of all ages while at St. James. 

In closing, redacted may we share with you the 

greatest gift which Father Lynn has given us — his example of 
unwavering commitment to his vocation. Despite the shattering 
events and demands of the past year, his desire to continue as a 
priest in the service of God's people is stronger than ever. 
Surely, you- would recognize this same dedication to priesthood 
if you were to meet with Father Lynn in person. 

We pray unceasingly that you will take into consideration 
the honest desire of Father Lynn's heart — to be allowed to 
function as the caring, spritual priest which he was to us at 
St. James. Your exercise of compassion and mercy toward your 
brother priest can only bring you peace and will give back to 
the Los Angeles diocese a fine priest whom we love, respect and 
need. 

May God continue to bless you and your ministry here in 
this city of Los Angeles. 

s ^redacted el y> REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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May 17, 1992 

TO: HIS EMINENCE, ROGER CARDINAL MAHONEY 

SUBJECT: FR. LYNN CAFFOE 



This is a plea in behalf of Fr. Lynn Caffoe, that he might resume 
his Priestly duties as soon as possible. I have known Fr. Lynn for 
a long time, and went through the RCIA program with him, and kept 
going back year after year, only because he was in charge. No one 
has ever explained things so thoroughly or patiently, and in such 
an interesting & humorous manner. Many of us here, at St. James 
Parish miss him very much. 

I cannot say enough about our Pastor, Fr . ■■■■■■ft. The new 

spirit he has brought to St. James is wonderful, and the many good 
things he has done are too numerous to mention here. But in spite 
of all of that, the youth groups have virtually vanished since Fr. 
Lynn has left, and the dances we used to have and other social 
events are not at all as much fun without Fr . Lynn. No one has the 
gift of working with young people like Fr. Lynn. 

Besides his intellegence and learning, and his gift for teaching, 
we all miss his compassion, in and out of the confessional, and his 
endless patience and listening abilities. 

Please, speak to Fr. Lynn, and listen to him also. Please re- 
evaluate the situation. With the severe shortage of priests, it is 
a shame to let one as intelligent and wonderful as Fr. Lynn not- be 
able to be a Priest. He has brought so many people to the Lord, 
and has strengthened the Faith of so many others, that we, who know 
him, are sure that one day he will be one of the brightest stars in 
Heaven. 

In conclusion, I would like to say that I , as a proud parishioner 
of St. James, admire you very much. I am glad that you stick to 
the teachings of the Holy Father, as so many do not these days. I 
am very sure that one day you, also, will be one of the brightest 
Stars in Heaven, may you always be blessed. 



Yours in Christ, 
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May 17, 1991 



Vou.fi Eminence. 
CardlnaZ Roger 
Mahony 

Los AngeZes, Ca.tA-fcon.nZci 

Your Eminence- 

I wouZd not usuaZZy have. the te.men.tty to write you a 
Zetter, knowing how te.fin.tbZy Important youn. lime Is fcor our 
An.chdtoc.tAe. Bat pZease read on. 

In ^^^P as an agnostic searching fcoA a splrttuat home., 
I came to St. James Church tn Redondo Beach. As a catechumen 
I met Father Lynn Cafcfcoe. He qulckZy became, a beZoved splrlt- 
uaZ gutde. He demonstrated Such a wonderfcut Zove o& God, o{ 
peopZe and oun Church that I decided to become a CathoZlc. 

He taught us compassion, and he breathed Zlfce Into oun 
days OfJ sorrow and ceZebAatlon. 

Afcter the good Father Zefct St. James, I started wandering 
Into other CathoZlc churches In the area, Zooklng fcor a priest 
Zlke Father Lynn. Ofc course I came back to St. James, my home, 
and graduaZZy began to accept my Zoss. 

Today I humbZy submit to your Eminence that I have never 
ceased ceZebratlng my joy at being In the Church. Father Lynn 
Is respo nslbZe fcor Zeadlng me Into this IncredlbZe pZace. 

Whatever his present status, I hope he Is sent back to us 
again, or, Ifc. not,. sent somewhere to continue his good work 
In another parish. 

Uay God bZess him fcorever. 



SlncereZy , 




St. James Parish 

Redondo Beach, CaZlfcornla 
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May 17, 1992 



Dear Cardinal, 

jBlHF an d I have been ministered to by Father Lynn Caffoe and 
have worked with him at St. James and in the lHHBI^^ In that 
capacity of being around Father while at youth meetings and outings, 
we were witness to the gifts he has in developing trust from them 
and involvement with them. We saw friendships that blossomed, 
not only among the youth but, also we hold Father among our close 
friends in the Church. 

Father was instrumental in our son, involvement as 

llHHHIHP^HHPBHH^^B and for his continued participation in 
the Youth Ministry. 

Father L ynn instructed and influenced the preparation of our 
Marriage. We have heard from our MHHMM^ 
that Father's Christian example led flBI to investigate the 
Catholic Faith and to enter the RCIA program and to convert. 

Father Lynn was our hope during the turmoil that our parish 
suffered not too long ago. He held us to the belief that somehow all 
things could be worked out toward a positive resolution and his own 
works and persistence helped achieve that goal we all held. With 
this knowledge and hope, 4HMi and I determined to remain as 
active parishioners. This after all has been our parish for all of our 
twenty-eight years of marriage. 

Please consider with compassion and Christian forgiveness the 
plight of Father Lynn. We would hope that our prayers for him and 
his resolve might open new consideration on his behalf. 




Yours in Christ. 
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May 21, 1992 

Rev. Msgr. Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 West 9th Street 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90015 

Dear Msgr. Dyer, 

These letters^ar^be^mgroutedto you as per the 
instructions of HHflHHHHMflHHfe. We spoke to him during 
the St. James Centenary celebration and he informed us as to the 
proper procedure to be followed in matters regarding clergy. 
The letters are meant to make a positive, loving statement 
regarding Fr. Lynn Caf foe's years of service at St. James. They 
are in no way meant to be an irritant or to put anyone on the 
defensive. We are stat^igthis at the suggestion of the pastor 
of St. James, Fr. MflHHHM^ who feels that when significant 
numbers of letters are received by your office or that of the 
Cardinal the tendency is to perce^ethem as negative and 
critical in nature. Sadly, Fr. WHfc is probably correct in 
most cases. However, upon reading these we're sure you and 
Cardinal Mahohy will find just the opposite to be true. These 
have been written by people who have a sincere respect for Fr. 
Lynn as a priest and who want to support him in some way during 
this time. We also state with the utmost honesty and integrity 
that Fr. Lynn had nothing to do with the writing of these 
letters. He did have knowledge of the possibility of something 
being done on his behalf because everyone who expressed a desire 
to write wanted to be completely sure that our actions would in 
no way harm his chances to eventually return to his ministry. 
Fr. Lynn did not feel that letters written respectfully and 
prayerfully could hurt him so we, the people, went ahead. He in 
no way orchestrated our actions and does not have knowledge of 
the contents of the letters unless people have freely sent him 
copies. 

Finally, the gathering of these le tters was done in a spirit 
of openness and honesty. Fr. ^f/^t^f was not informed only 
because it was not an all-parish activity, and Fr. Lynn has been 
gone from St. James for almost a year. We wrote as individuals 
and families, not as parish representatives. 

We appreciate your time and pray that these letters will be 
received by you and the Cardinal in the same Christian spirit in 
which they were written. 



Respectfully Yours, 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 

the Archbishop 

(213)251-3288 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street . 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



June 2, 1992 




Dear Mr. 



I wish to acknowledge your recent letter with respect to the status of Father 
Lynn Caffoe. 

I know that you will understand that it is not possible for me to discuss 
confidential personnel matters effecting our priests with parishioners. 

I would invite your prayers and support for Father Caffoe, and we will rely 
upon the graces of the Holy Spirit to help form and shape his future ministry. 

With every best wish, I am 

SincereW yours in Christ, 




Pastoral Regions: 
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Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Office of 1531 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Archbishop West Ninth California 

(213)251-3288 Street 90015-1194 



June 2, 1992 



Mr. and Mrs, 




Dear Mr. and Mrs. 



I wish to acknowledge your recent letter with respect to the status of Father 
Lynn Caffoe. 

I know that you will understand that it is not possible for me to discuss 
confidential personnel matters effecting our priests with parishioners. 

I would invite your prayers and support for Father Caffoe, and we will rely 
upon the graces of the Holy Spirit to help form and shape his future ministry. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 




Cardinal Roger Maho/ 
Archblsnop of Los Angelas 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 15 J I Los Angeles 

the Archbishop West Ninth California 
(213)251-3288 Street 90015-1194 



June 2, 1992 




Dear Ms. 




I wish to acknowledge your letter of May 15, 1992 with respect to the status of 
Father Lynn Caffoe. 

I know that you will understand that it is not possible for me to discuss 
confidential personnel matters effecting our priests with parishioners. 

I would invite your prayers and support for Father Caffoe, and we will rely 
upon the graces of the Holy Spirit to help form and shape his future ministry. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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Office of 1531 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Archbishop West Ninth California 

(213)251-3288 Street 90015-1194 



June 2, 1992 



Dear Mrs. 



I wish to acknowledge your letter of May 17, 1992 with respect to the status of 
Father Lynn Caffoe. 

I know that you will understand that it is not possible for me to discuss 
confidential personnel matters effecting our priests with parishioners. 

I would invite your prayers and support for Father Caffoe, and we will rely 
upon the graces of the Holy Spirit to help form and 'shape his future ministry. 

With every best wish, I am 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Cardinal 
Archbisl 




oger Maho 
of Los 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) Z51-3284 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



July 17, 1992 



Rev . Lynn R . Caf f oe 




Dear Lynn: 

I just today received a call from St. Luke Institute informing 
me that they will not be able to come out in August, as 
planned, but instead will be here between September 8 and 11. 

When I have a specific date for you to meet with them and 
me, I will immediately send it to you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
1 ^> 

(Rev. ) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
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CONFI 



REDACTED 



ScdntLuJ^e Institute 



CONTINUING CARE CONTRACT 



Patient: Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 
Admission Date: 8-22-91 
Primary Therapist: REDACTED 
Admitting Physician: REDACTED 



Saint Luke Institute REDACT ED 
Discharge Date: 3-31-92 



This Contract is entered into freely with the undersigned, Lynn R. Caffoe, and 
the Saint Luke Institute for a period of six months , beginning March 31 1992 
ar "' '* October 1, 1992. At th* y.\S- -=f i-h* * i .-*-£h yxi^d I 'a- 

continuing care therapist shall review the terms of the" Contact and make any 
changes/revisions deemed necessary. The terms of this Contract are 
confidential. 

Because of the decision of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles that I will be on 
administrative suspension from active ministry as a priest, I begin an 
entirely new lifestyle at home, lasting from three to five years, as I strive 
m recovery to return to full-time ministry as a priest. Because of the many 
practical things necessary for me to accomplish upon returning home after 
being away for seven months, as well as the new changes, some facets' of this 
Contract will need to be discussed between myself and the continuing care 
therapist for application whenever necessary. As of this date, the terms of 
the Contract are; 

I. ONGOING RECOVERY 

^^•° f ^ continuo ^ly relating my feelings and issues with others , 

avoiding isolation and keeping things close to the vest; aware of the need to 

! TV", I" ^ uninte S rated sexuality issues; aware of my continuing 
need to deal with negative feelings, emotions of anger, judgmental thinking, 
often passive, often aggressive behaviors and verbalizations; aware of my 

af f trrT Ug , i° f^ 55 iSSU6S ° f Pr ° per b °™ d ^i" of relating to others 

arrectronally; the followr.ng accountability systems and support systems need 
to be m effect: 



REDACTED 
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Continuing Care Contract - Paee 2 
Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe p,™™ 

1. As soon as possible, I will secure the services of an Archdiocesan 
approved psychologist/ therapist, well versed in the Twelve Step Program, 
for a minimum of twice-a-month sessions. _ c^wvy t» 

2. As soon as possible, I will assemble a core support group made up of: 
Msgr. REDACTED Sr. REDACTED 

up to three men who have experienced Saint Luke Institute, that now live 
in my home area, one or two couples who are close friends, who are aware 
of my story ,^my future spiritual director. — • t-c-w o^^L^u^c~^ 

3. I will be in regular phone contact with others in the area who have 
. lived the Saint Luke Institute experience. _ <^-y 1 '•*-<-< 

4. I will visit for an extended period of time with former Saint Luke 

Institute residents twice a month, for support, input and sharing. - ^ c«^l>^( 

5. I will be involved in three Twelve Step Programs weekly (EA, ACOA, SCA) . -t^rv. • 

6. I will have a weekly visit with at least one supportive friend, who is 
aware of my situation, with whom to share: Msgr. redacted Sr. REDACTED 

REDACTED and REDACTED REDACTED and REDACTED 

7. I will have a once-a-month contact with the Vicar for Clergy of the 
Archdiocese. 

II. CONTINUING CARE 

1. I will be in contact with the Saint Luke Institute continuing care 
therapist monthly. w^. ^! lUu 

2. Within three months, I will schedule a Re-Entry Workshop with my 
continuing care therapist and my home support group. 

3. I will attend the Continuing Care Workshops at Saint Luke Institute 
every six months for the first two years, and once a year for three 
additional years . 

III . SPIRITUALITY 
1. 



2. 
3. 



I will partake in one half- day or full day of prayer and reflection away 
from ray home monthly. 

I will have a daily hour of personal prayer, reflection and meditation. 

I will have regular visits, approximately monthly, with a confessor and 
spiritual director, who are well versed in the Twelve Step Program. 



CCI 003847 



RCALA001332 



Continuing Care Contract - Page 3 
Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe REDACTED 



IV. PHYSICAL NEEDS 



1. I will take no other drugs except those prescribed by my personal doctor 
or a doctor of the REDACTED ., staff. I will take: 

REDACTED * 



2. Understanding that alcohol is a drug that lowers inhibitions, if I drink 
at all, I will drink no more than my life -long pattern of one drink four 
times a month. 

3. I will begin as soon as possible a regular spa workout of two hours 
three times a week. 

4. I will continue with a maintenance/modified diet plan. 

5. I will have regular medical checkups with my personal doctor, every 
three months, to monitor cholesterol, high blood pressure, and overall 
physical health. 

6. I will set up and receive, as soon as possible, massage therapy every 
two weeks, for stress reduction and as a preventative for chronic neck 
spasms. 




REDACTED 



Inpatient Therapist 



u 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



Director, Inpatie^ CliniV^aiyServices Medical Director and 

Vice-President for Medical Affairs 



REDACTED 

REDACTED 

3-23-92 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



Saint LuJ(e Institute 



October 5, 1992 



Confidential 

Most Reverend Roger M. Mahofly^DD 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

1531 West 9th Street 

Los Angeles, California 90015 



Dear Bishop Mahony, 

Between September 28 and October 2, 1992 Father Caffoe attended a workshop with 
us^as part of his Continuing Care program;. We wantfto inform you at this time 




Re: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 
SLI i 



' . • i^— — —— ■— r. Father 
uaffoe does not seem to bo mnotivated by a desire for 'change or growth, but only to 
jjuKjj^h^etterofthel^ to gain reassignment to ministr "~ 



2420 Brooks Drive • Sultland, Maryland 20745-5294 • (301 ) 967-3700 • FAX: (301 ) 91 
Affiliated with the Daughters of Charity, National Health System 
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Re: Reverend Lynn Caffoe Page 2 . 
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Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony 
Re: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 



October 5, 1992 
Page 3 




^HjHIHPHHHHHHHHHIBB Unfortunately, Father Caffoe 
participating in a recovery oriented program. During this workshop, he exhibited little 
or no motivation toward participating in a recovery oriented program.. He continues to 
cast himself in the role of victim and continues to project considerable hostility toward 
virtually all of the autooritativ^ersons and institu^^ that he 

was extremely disappointed with the experience of this workshop, and that he would 
have to think very seriously about continuing in this program. He presented a very 
sullen and withdrawn appearance during group activities, and did not attempt to use 
the group process for his therapeutic or recovery oriented needs. At this point, given 
Father Gaffoe's noncompliance with his therapeutic or recovery oriented program, and 
his obvious lack of motivation for doing so, and his use of his time during this 
Continuing Care workshop only to recruit new supporters to his "cause," we wonder 
whether the amount of time; energy, and economic resources which are being 
invested in Father Caffoe can be justified. At this point we see very little reason to 
believe that these efforts are likely to result in positive growth or recovery. Should 
Father Caffoe decide to remain in this program and should it be decided that he can 
continue, his next Continuing Care workshop will be scheduled at the beqinnina of 
April of 1993. * ay 



REDACTED 



Re: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 



October 5. 1992 
Page 4 



We thank you for the support you offer to Father Caffbe. We believe that a life of 
sobriety can help him to reestablish his life-givjng ministry with God's people if he will 
pursue such a life. We ask for your prayers in behalf of the many clergy and religious 
persons whom we serve and to continued blessings on the work of the Institute. 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 



Coordinator, Continuing Care Services 
and Three-Quarter Way House 
Outpatient Department 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



Director Outpatient Department 



Medical Director and 
Vice-President for Medical Affairs 



REDACTED 



cc: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 
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CONRDENTIM 



Saini Lul(e Institute 

November-*, 1992 



Msgr. Timothy Dyer 

Vicar for Clergy 

1531 West 9th St 

Los Angeles, Ca. 9001 5 - 1 1 94 



Dear Tim: 




Re: Rev. Lynn Caffoe 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 25I-3Z84 



1531 

Wfcst Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



November 18, 1992 



Rev. Lynn Caffoe 




Dear Father Caffoe: 

According to our records, your next Workshop at St. Lute 
Institute is scheduled for March 8-12, 1993. 

We would like to purchase your plane tickets for this as 
far in advance as possible, to take advantage of lower 
rates available when the reservation is made well ahead 
of the flight dates. 

Accordingly, unless I hear otherwise from you, we will plan 
to be in touch with the travel agency soon. If for any 
reason you do not or ca nnot plan to attend on the dates 
given, please letWMin my office know by November 30. 

With gratitude for your consideration in this regard, I 
remain 

Yours in Christ, 



(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 



9897 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 251-3284 



COPY 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



November 19, 1992 




Dear Dr. 

Enclosed you will find the CONFIDENTIAL reports from the 
file of Rev. Lynn Caffoe. 

These include the initial evaluation by Dr. flHm^^ 

^■STmy letter of introduction to St. Luke Institute, and 
the subsequent progress reports from the Institute. 

Shortly after his first appointment with you, I called 
Father Caffoe and he gave me permission to send you these. 

Please call me if you have any questions about the material. 
Sincerely yours, 

(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 



Enclosures 
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^ MEMORANDUM 
DATE: February 9, 1993 



REDACTED 

FROM : 



TO; 



RE: Fr. Lynn Caffoe 



redacted redacted is not handling this particular workshop. REDACTED is the 

Coordinator. Also REDACTED and REDACTED can be of assistance. 

Father Caffoe should arrive Monday afternoon (before 3 P.M. if he expects to 
be picked up from the airport by REDACTED 

THEY ARE REQUESTING THAT THIS OFFICE TELEPHONE IN THE FLIGHT ARRANGEMENT S JU S T 
IN CASE FR. CAFFOE FAILS TO NOTIFY THEM. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles West Ninth California 

Street 90015-1194 



February 11, 1993 



Rev. Lynn Caffoe 
REDACTED 



Dear Father Caffoe: 

Just a note to let you know that we have ordered your plane tickets for the March 8-12 Aftercare 
session at St. Luke. 

The travel agency will be sending the tickets to you directly. 
Data is as follows: 

Leave LAX Monday, March 8 Northwest Airlines Flight #550 at 7:20 A.M. 
Arrive National Airport, Washington at 4:50 P.M. 

Leave National Airport Friday, March 12 Northwest Airlines Flight #555 at 6:30 P.M. 
Arrive LAX 10:52 P.M. 

We have been notified by St. Luke that they cannot make pick-ups at the airport after 3:00 P.M. 
That being the case, you will need to take a taxi from the airport to the Institute. Please be sure 
to send me some record of the taxi fare, and we will reimburse you. 

Sincerely yours, 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Saint Luf^t Institute 



CONFIDENTIAL 

His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahony, DD 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

1531 West 9th Street 

Los Angeles, California 90015-1194 



March 19, 1993 



RE: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 



Dear Cardinal Mahony: 

Father Caffoe recently attended a workshop with us the week of March 8-12, 1993 as 
part of his Continuing Care Program. We want to inform you at this time regarding h is 
progress in recovery over the past six months. 
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His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahony, DD 
March 19, 1993 

Page 2 



RE: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 
SLI NO: 



Father Caffoe states that he realizes that he made many mistakes of 
judgment with minors, and that these mistakes had most to do with affectional 
behavior and the violation of personal space and boundaries. 
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REDACTED RE: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 

March 19, 1993 " SU redacted 

Page 3 



REDACTED 



A copy of this letter is being sent to Father Caffoe for his reflections. If you have any 
questions regarding this report, please contact us. 
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His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahony, DD 
March 19, 1993 

Page 4 



RE: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 
SLI NO:JUH 



We thank you for the support you offer to Father Caffoe. We believe that a life of 
sobriety helps him to continue in his life-giving ministry with God's people. We ask for 
your prayers in behalf of the many clergy and religious persons whom we serve and 
for continued blessings on the work of the Institute. 



Sincerely yours* 




cc: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 
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REFERRAL MEMORANDUM from CARDINAL ROGER MAHONY 
f)*A^ DATE: jr^-f3 




) Please REVIEW, then SEE ME 
) Please REVIEW, then RETURN to me 

Please REVIEW, then SEND me your COMMENTS 
') Please REVIEW, then FILE 

) Please HANDLE this matter ENTIRELY 

) Please ANSWER; send copy of letter to me 

) Please WRITE A REPLY for my signature 

) For your INFORMATION 

) Please XEROX - FAX and send copy/copies to: 



Iriginal to: ( ) file ( ) back to me ( )_ 



LEMARKS 




T 




/ 
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Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 251-3284 



1531 

Wfest Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



April 6, 1993 



CONFIDENTIAL 




Attached is the latest progress report from St. Luke Institute 
for Father Lynn Caffoe. I am pleased with what appears to be 
real progress; I temper my pleasure with caution—remembering 
the history of this man, whom I have seen change from "charming" 
to "outraged" in a moment's time. I want to make very clear, 
however, that I truly want to see him get well — whether he 
returns to ministry or not. 

I would like to know from you what role or approach on my part 
you would recommend. At this stage in his therapy, would it be 
sufficient for Lynn if I were to meet with him or show my 
support by taking him out to dinner? He and his support group 
have accused me of showing no care or concern, and in my role 
as Vicar for Clergy, care for individual priests is certainly 
part of what I do. I am not sure, however, that Lynn wants to 
see me at all or what kind of support might truly benefit him, 
and I therefore seek your advice. 

As to the forming of a group, we are getting closer to sending 
you some new men, and I will be in touch with you my mid-April. 

Call me if you have questions. 

Sincerely yours, 



(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
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Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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MAY 12, 1993 

ROGER CARDINAL MAHONY 
ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES 

Your Eminence, 

As you are aware, this year away from priestly ministry has been 
very difficult for me. I hope that you are also aware that psycholog- 
ically, emotionally and spiritually, I am in a much better space than 
I was April 1st of last year whwn I returned to Los Angeles from 
St. Luke's. I have availed myself of the services of Dr.dH^on a 
weekly basis, and had a more positive experience of the Aftercare 
Program at St. Luke's a few months ago. I continue to grow in a 
healthy way towards the time of possible reinstatement to active 
mi ni stry . 

Your generosity of the gift of $25,000 to get me started in my 
new life was greatly appreciated, as well as keeping me on the 
Archdiocesan medical and dental insurance program. 

However, I arrive at a critical time in my practical life. I 
have taken classes in floral design, 25 days at 5hours/day. I have 
also taken 66 hours, spread over six months, of voiceover classes, 
hoping to be able to support myself. I reach a crucial time. Floral 
is a very expensive investment, and I cannot afford to risk too much 
in this area. The economic situation of our society has also directly 
effected the advertizing and commercial business as well. I have 
completed my voiceover demo tape, distributed it to many agencies, 
and await responses. Word of mouth about my floral work also brings 
in occasional work. 

9879 
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the owner of the home in which I live, and a long 



time friend, has been extremely generous in allowing me to live here 
for. no rent for nearly a year. However, it becomes financially necessary 
for him to desire me to reach a full roomMj^status - $500/month. 
If I can not do that I will have to move elsewhere. I have a home here 
with positive surroundings. I have use of I the garage for my floral 
work. I could not find so much for so little if I were to move. Nor 
do I have the finances to do so. In addition my monthly obligations 
of other bills continue: car payment, car insurance, storage, phone, 
Visa/Mastercharge, gas, etc. 



By way of accountability of my use of your gift of last year, I 

include the following information. 

Expenses: April, 1992 - April 1993 

$1,000 -first car rental (3 months) 

$1*600 -Car insurance, April '92 to April '93 

$2,500 -Downpayment for car 

$4,500 -Car payments since July '92 (10 @ $450/month) 

$1,300 -Car insurance April '93 to April '94 (took out a loan) 

$1,500 -Floral Design classes 

$2,500 -Voiceover classes and demo tape 

$2,500 -Investment i in floral (stock on hand, much is seasonal) 

$2,400 -Mastercard/visa payments ( @$200/month ) 

$1 ,320 -Storage payments ( @$1 10/month ) 

$ 600 -Car expenses/gas expenses ( G>$50/month ) 



Your Eminence, I am asking then of your, generosity, that you would 
consider, another gift of $8,000 to $10,000 which would enable me to 
further establish my floral and voiceover work, without having to move 



$21,320 



(Remainder spent on food, clothing, necessities, medication, 
phone installation and monthly phone bills, etc.) 



from 




s home, at least not for, the near future. I realize that this 
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is a major request, and that if you would prefer, a loan, with interest, 
would be very agreeablle to me. I would hope that you could respond to 
me as soon as possible, as everything is dovetailing now, and decisions 
have to be made very shortly on these practical issues. 

I thank you in advance for your considerations. I daily pray for 
you and all your concerns on a daily basis. 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 




(Rev. ) Lynn R. Caf f oe 



Lynn R. Caffoe 



REDACTED 
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( ) Please REVIEW, then SEE ME 

( ) Please REVIEW, then RETURN to me 

(J/) Please REVIEW, then SEND me your COMMENTS 

) Please REVIEW, then FILE 



) Please HANDLE this matter ENTIRELY 

) Please ANSWER; send copy of letter to me 

) Please WRITE A REPLY for my signature 

) For your INFORMATION 

) Please XEROX - FAX and send copy/copies to: 
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MEMORANDUM 



May 15, 1993 



TO: Cardinal Mahony 
FROM: Father Timothy Dyer ^ 
RE: Fr. Lynn Caff oe 



For a number of reasons, I am positive about this request. 

In the first place, St. Luke's (both in their recent aftercare report and 
by way of my speaking in person with the aftercare therapist) has been 
veryclear in saying that real progress is going on in this case. Dr. 
AH| concurs. In addition, Fr. Caffoe has, apart from his first six 
months following St. Luke's, built up a good and regular aftercare 
program — to which he has been faithful. For the first time, I am 
beginning to tiunk that there is a chance for eventual return to 
ministry. I spoke at length, by phone today, with Lynn and noted that 
while he still hopes to return to ministry, he is not pushing as he has 
in the past which indicates to me that he has focused on health and his 
program for recovery rather than jumping hurdles to get back into 
ministry. I also noted that he is evidently making progress on the issue 
of angerand^orthe first time, apologized for the way he has treated 
me and HBHHHBIi dur uig this whole affair. He seems to have taken 
seriously the need to support himself and to have dealt with the initial 
anger and demand that the Archdiocese support him.. He gave me a 
number of examples of the floral and voice-over work he has done but, 
in fairness, I think getting established in these areas takes time and he 
is presently in need of more financial help. My recommendation is based 
on the judgment that we are really making progress in helping a man 
back to health and that since October (when he began seeing Dr.^H^^ 
and going to 12-step programs) he has been fully cooperating with what 
the Archdiocese has asked. 

(My suggestion is that Lynn remain on the 3-5 year track whi ch was 
originally set for him and that fo r one year's time the Archdiocese offe r 
him_ft_ino.ntbiy check of $750. Beyond a year's time, I would tell him 
that we wo uld expect him to be well enough e stabl ished to hand le his 
liv ing expenses (apart fromjhealthinsurance) "through his owiTSicome. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 





Office of 

the Archbishop 

(213)251-3288 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



May 19, 1993 



Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 




Dear Lynn: 

Thank you so very much for your letter of May 12, 1993, and I was so pleased to 
listen to the new spirit which obviously is now part of your own life and your 
ongoing growth and development. It was a very positive and promising letter, and 
all of the reports which I have received continue to point to excellent progress in 
the overall plan which you have undertaken. 

It would seem to me that we are best served by having you remain on that three 
to five year track which was originally agreed to. Given the specific 
circumstances of your case, I would be happy to offer you a monthly check in the 
amount of $750 for a one year period. At the end of that year, it would be my 
hope that you would be well enough established to handle your own living 
expenses through the income which you would be receiving. 

Of course, we will continue to cover you with your health insurance. 

I am hopeful that you will continue to work closely with Doctor ^fefcand the 

follow-up care from St. Luke's Institute, since it is obvious that both of these 
components are contributing very positively to your ongoing growth and 
development. 

Please continue to maintain contact with Monsignor Timothy Dyer, my Vicar for 
the Clergy, as you move forward on this special journey. 

Assuring you of my own continuing prayers, and with kindest personal regards, 
I am 



iternally yours in Christ 




Caroinal Roger Mahonyv 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Saint Ln/(e Institute 

Confidential September 28, 1993 

Reverend Monsignor Timothy J. Dyer 

Vicar General 

1531 West Sth Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 




Dear Monsignor Dyer: 

Father Caffoe attended a workshop with us the week of September 13-17, 1993 as 
part of his Continuing Care program. We want to inform you at this time regarding his 
progress in recovery oyer the past six months. 



The following is our perception of Father Caffoe's progress in his ongoing recovery: 
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September 28, 1993 
Page 2 



REDACTED 



REDACTED -REDACTED 

Father Caffoe 

continues to hope for the opportunity to be reinstated in ministry, but at this point 
seems more able to allow himself to experience the longing for his priesthood without 
demanding that the circumstances of his life change simply because he has that 
longing. Again/ this seems to indicate that Father Caffoe has made significant 
progress in accepting the circumstances of his life and allowing himself the desire to 
be reinstated without any guarantee that this might happen. It seems that in the past, 
Father Caffoe felt that without a guarantee of reinstatement, that the desire to be 
reinstated was just too difficult to entertain. At this point he seems to realize that his 
desire may or may not influence, circumstances, but that he has the right to experience 
the desire nevertheless. 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 

RE: Reverend Lynn Caffoe -REDACTED 
REDACTED 



September 28, 1993 
Page 3 



A copy of this letter is being sent to Father Caffoe for his reflections. If you have any 
questions regarding this report, please contact us. 

We thank you for the support you offer to Father Caffoe. We believe that a life of 
sobriety helps him to continue in his life-giving ministry with God's people. We ask for 
your prayers in behalf of the many clergy and religious persons whom we serve and 
to continued blessings on the work of the Institute. 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 



Coordinator, Continuing Care Services 
Outpatient Department 

REDACTED 

Director Outpatient Department 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 

cc: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 



Medical Director and 
Vice-President for Medical Affairs 
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MEMORANDUM 



October 11, 1993 



TO: Cardinal Mahony 
FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 
RE: Fr. Lynn Caffoe 



Attached is the latest Continuing Care workshop report from St. Luke's 
Institute for Fr. Lynn Caffoe. 

_ [and I met with Dr. flMMIand Fr. Caffoe several months 

ago to get a sense of his progress. I will prepare a report of our 
findings and, based on them and the attached report, make some 
suggestions as to how we might want to communicate with Fr. Caffoe 
regarding his progress and the work that remains before him. 




- ((Mh 
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February 11, 1994 
From Monsignor Dyer 



(sp . ?) was talking to me in the pre sence of 

Dr. ■■■^ and his own father, Mr . fHHHHHR This 
young man went to St. James School, Redondo Beach and this 
is his testimony: 

"I met Fathe r Lynn Caf foe when I was M^itfNflMHHHIH^HHi 

— What has gone on has gone on over a period of 
IflBfel up until just two months ago. Throughout that time 
he showed interest in me and there was a gradual increase of 
affection. We would spend time talking about me and about us. 
Finally, around ■■■■■I grade, it reached a point where I knew 
it was wrong and I couldn't do anything about it." 

WHI fell silent and then I elicited the following testimony : 

TD: Do you mean there was kissing and fondling? 

Yes. It reached a point of mutual masturbation. 

TD: Was the mutual masturbation a result of rubbing up against 
each other or fondling? 

Yes . Both . 

TD: Was there ever penetration or anal intercourse? 

|: No. There was oral copulation where he would masturbate me. 

TD : As to the place of these events, did he ever invite you 
on trips or vactions? 

No. Mostly these events took place at the parish. For 
example, we would set up the chairs for the RCIA and there was 
a room off to the side with a door which could be locked where he 
would do this to me. 

TD: Did he introduce you to nudity and get your clothes off? 
Yes. 

TD: How long did these kinds of sexual activity go on? 

Mm^^fc It reached a point of an average of once a week over 
a couple of years. 

TD: So we are talking about the sexual actions happening maybe 
10 times or more? 



Yes 



9862 



TD: Did this continue after he returned from treatment at St. 
Luke Institute? 

^: Yes, up until two months ago. 
^ went on to explain that he has witnessed Father Coffoe defending 

himself and playing the role of victim by (sic) the Archdiocese since 
his return from St. L.uke's all t he whil e he was engaging in these 
actions of sexual abuse with him 
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February 11, 19 94 

From Monsignor Dyer 

(sp.?) was talking to me in the presence of 

Dr. and his own father , Mr.^HHHHP. This 

young man went to St. James School, Redondo Beach and this 
is his testimony: 




"I met Father Lynn Caffoe when I was 



What has gone on has gone on over a period of 
up until just two months ago. Throughout that time 
he showed interest in me and there was a gradual increase of 
affection. We would spend time talking about me and about us. 
Finally, around flMMi grade, it reached a point where I knew 
it was wrong and I couldn't do anything about it." 

fell silent and then I elicited the following testimony: 

TD: Do you mean there was kissing and fondling? 

■■■■ft Yes. It reached a point of mutual masturbation. 

TD: Was the mutual masturbation a result of rubbing up against 
each other or fondling? 

MMI Yes. Both. 

TD: Was there ever penetration or anal intercourse? 

■■■■■: No. There was oral copulation where he would masturbate me. 

TD: As to the place of these events, did he ever invite you 
on trips or vactions? 

^■■V No. Mostly these events took place at the parish. For 
example, we would set up the chairs for the RCIA and there was 
a room off to the side with a door which could be locked where he 
would do this to me. 

TD: Did he introduce you to nudity and get your clothes off? 
Yes. 

TD: How long did these kinds of sexual activity go on? 

fHHB: It reached a point of an average of once a week over 
a couple of years. 

TD: So we are talking about the sexual actions happening maybe 
10 times or more? 



k: Yes 
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TD: Did this continue after he returned from treatment at St. 
Luke Institute? 

Yes, up until two months ago. 
went on to explain that he has witnessed Father Cof foe defending 
himself and playing the role of victim by (sic) the Archdiocese since 
his return from St. L.uke's all the while he was engaging in these 
actions of sexual abuse with him 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

VICAR FOR CLERGY NOTES REV. LYNN CAFFOE UNDATED 



came in at 10:45 and we discussed this until Noon. 

At family's request, it was decided not to immediately confront 
Lynn Caffoe with th is infor mation — until we can meet again — 
(in presence of Fr. — and discuss steps to safeguard them 

from retribution or harrassment on the part of Father Caffoe. 

Mr. said he had experienced being on the end of Father 

Caffoe's anger and knew hewould be vindictive. 



Request made by Mr 



to meet with 



and 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 17, 1994 

TO: Cardinal Mahony 
FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 
RE: Fr. Lynn Caffoe 



Attached is the testimony I took from flHHHHV re his 

involvement with Fr. Lynn Caffoe. This matter was reported to Child 
Protective Services by the counselor at Bishop Montgomery Highsehool 
and the police were due to begin an investigation this week. I am 
waiting for a call from theflBBBlfamily who wanted an assurance that 
I would, for the time being, share this only with you andfHHB|HHf 
--as they fear reprisals from Fr. Caffoe. I w ill report to you onmy^^ 
next meeting with them. ^ ~~ 




Ilk A 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



MEMORANDUM 




FY 



TO: Cardinal Mahony 
FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 
RE: Fr. Lynn Caffoe 



February 17, 1994 



Attached is the testimony I took from '^■■■■■k re his 

involvement with Fr. Lynn Caffoe. This matter was reported to Child 
Protective Services by the counselornertrBishop Montgomery Highschool 
and the police were due to begin an investigation this week. I am 
waiting for a call from the flHHMl family who wanted an assurance that 
I would, for the time being, share this only with you and ^H^HI^Ih 
— as they fear reprisals from Fr. Caffoe. I will report to you on my 
next meeting with them. 



Reference names that should be added to this episode: 

Lynn Caffoe 
Dr. 




Others whom I suspect may have been victimized: 





( I don ' t thin k anything happened) 
?sp. flHH^IHHI (I have a feeling) 
( ?? I don't think so but..." 
sp.? 
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MEMORANDUM 



DATE 
FROM 
TO 
RE 



February 1 « 




Mggr nypr 



the Counselor 



I spoke at some length with 

at Bishop Montgomery Hi, today?" 

She was not in favor of contacting the person/ s you are 
expecting to hear from. She said she would be seeing 
the young man at school Tuesday and she would mention to 
him ea-suaily then that you were expecting to hear from 
him. 

She was reluctant to apply any pressure at ail and said 
she felt it best just to wait. However, she did agree 
she would go ahead and give him your home phone number — 
and she will do that— I think just indicate you wanted 
him to know how to reach you at any time. 

She said she would call if there was any reaction to 
report on Tuesday. 



C-y\t (toil-*) 
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3-3-94 

Dear Monsignor Dyer, 

Enclosed is a copy of the ledger for ^^H^^^fek account . The 
month of February brought many meetings with his 
parents, and representatives from law enforcement, thus the 
high number of visits (7). There is also a $75 charge for 
a psychological test I administered to ^m^^^ I anticipate 
that future visits will be reduced to once per week. 

I have also enclosed a copy of my resume for your review. I 
thank you in advance for considering me in any future cases. 

Again, the nature of your presence and essence in this matter 
has been very helpful to Vi^H^ and his family. Helpful in a 
way that they did not anticipate, — which of course made it 
that much more powerful. 
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MEMORANDUM 



CONFIDENTIAL 



March 13, 1994 



TO: Cardinal Mahony 
FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 
RE: Fr. Lynn Caffoe 



Just to update you in this case: Fr. Lynn Caffoe has returned to work 
at the cab company where he has been employed for a n umber of 
months. He has not returned to therapy with Dr.flHB though he has 
madecontact with him. He has evidently returned to the home of Mr. 
"^^^^^^^ in — the friend who has given him residence 



since his return from St. Luke's 

At this point, the detective involved in the investigation is t rying to 
se^u^a recorded phone call between the alleged victim, flB^ 

■BBBl and Fr. Lynn (this would be to obtain evidence and preclude 
a protracted criminal case in court — something which is to the 
advantag^oFr. Caff oe as well as everyone else) . I have been in touch 
with the B^^i family each week and will see them again once the 
investigation is" concluded. At that time I will have proof-read 
and sign the testimony he gave me on February 11th 1994. I will 
reiterate the Archdiocese 1 offer of immediate help (though Fr. Cafoe is 
ultimately responsible) in t he form of counselin g and spiritual direction 
aswellas the assistance of pMMBMMMMMa ) a K. n ask the 

■^■■B to put me in touchwitliMHHI^H^IHHHbwhose son is 
also suspected to have been involved with or at least knowledgeable of 
Fr. Caffoe's alleged misconduct. 

Forttie present, I am not sharing the information I have with Dr. 
WKKk or anyone else as it would be an interference with the 
investigation. I will keep you informed. 
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Dear^BIHH^HIHHl 

Although I have called and spoken to you weekly during the past month, I believe it would be 

wise for me to summarize in writing the situation we are now facing so that the position of the 
Archdiocese is clear to you. 

Since your testimony to me on February 11, 1994, I have felt it best to simply stay in touch 
with you while we wait and cooperate with the police investigation now going on. 

I have spoken to no one other than the Cardinal about his matter, in order to assure non- 
interference with your decisions and the work of the police detective assigned to this case. I 
do want to reiterate here, so that you have it in writing, our offer to begin payment immediately 
for your counseling with Dr. flHHBBP, and to assure you that future family therapy will 
also be provided. 

For your information, it is the position of the Archdiocese that a priest who has abused 
someone will himself be responsible for cost of therapy, as this is seen to be a part of his own 
therapy and recovery. We will not, however, wait until Father Caffoe is in a position to meet 
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this responsibility, but will act in his name to see that immediate help is offered to your family. 
In addition, I encourage you once again to meet with 'HHHHiB^HiH^^P of our 

Archdiocesan Advisory Board, as I am sure you will find them to be of great assistance in this 
matter. Their phone number is 

Once the investigation has bSlte completed, I would like to meet with you as soon as possible 
to discuss your needs, as well as to seek your help in contacting other families who you suspect 
may have experienced problematic behavior on the part of Father Caffoe. When we meet, I will 
also explain to you our protocol regarding Father Caffoe himself and how we assist a priest in 
these situations. Finally, I once again want to thank you, , BHBP, f° r vour willingness to come 
forward with testimony that is so painful and difficult to relate. I encourage you to continue 
being open and honest in the days ahead and I assure you of my prayers and the support of the 
Archdiocese in this regard. If you have any questions do not hesitate to call me and I will 
continue to be n touch with you weekly until we meet. 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer . 

Vicar for Clergy 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



March 22, 1994 




Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213)251-3284 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

900ISH94 




Although I have called and spoken to you weekly during the past month, I believe it would be wise for 
c^tbj™™ m Wntmg SitU3ti0n WC DOW ^ S ° ** ** P ° siti0n 0f Archdiocese is 

Since your testimony to me on February 11, 1994, I have felt it best to simply stay in touch with you 
while we wait and cooperate with the police investigation now going on. * 

I have spoken to no one other than the Cardinal about his matter, in order to assure non-interference 

to soTh r iS T W ° rk ° f POHCe detCCtiVe t0 this ~ 1 *> wit, Tate 

here^oti^tyouhave at in writing, our offer to begin payment immediately for your counseling with 

UT - ^^^^^ md t0 you that future family therapy will also be provided. 

Hmirh^ ^ 1 ;' r ^ ^ P ^° n ° fthe ^ chdiocese that a Pri«* who has abused someone will 

wT w M IT ° r - C0St 35 thiS iS SCen t0 be a part of his own ^rapy and recovery. 

We wall not, however, wait until Father Caffoe is in a position' to meet this responsibility but will alt 
^n mtose e faMaKfa ^ isofiered to your family. In addition,*! encour^ oTonTe 

wirfindTherl^ V^*!*^*^ * ^ ^ chdlocesan Advi ^y B oard, as I am sure you 
will lind them to be of great assistance in this matter. Their phone number is 



^^^^^^"^ 1 W ° Uld ^ t0 mCet With I™ 35 soon - Po*dWc to discuss 
your needs as well as to seek your help m contacting other families who you suspect mav have 

experienced problematic behavior on the part of Father Caffoe. When we mee£ I wTa!so Sain to 
you^oeo^g^P^^ ^ ^ how we ^ g fa ^ 

once again want to thank you, «■» for your willingness to come forward with testimony that is 

zni^J^* 1 ^ 1 e rr age you to continue bemg ° pen ** 

TJiT a Y ?u Y P yefS 3nd ^ SUpp0rt of the Archdiocese in this regard. If you have anv 
questions do not hesitate to call me and I will continue to be n touch with youweekly uZ we me7 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 



(Rev. Msgr.) 



Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
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DATE INITIATED: f^^dL. ^ ( 



REDACTED 



NAME: 



L L 



1 L 



PERSON MAKING ALLEGATION: XQuj. REDACTED 

^REDACTED (V*/)- * redacted 



Work 



Home 



REPORT/ALLEGATION: 



I s *- adi <yi*s>~a-+J- \ 



* Redacted 4^^^ ; REDACTFD 
ARCHDIOCESAN ATTORNEY/INSURANCE NOTIFIED: [date]_ 

THERAPISTS/DOCTORS: REDACTED 

[priest) 



_REDACTED _ 

D/. REDACTED (fort- su) 



1 L 



1 L 



THERAPISTS/DOCTORS: hfi. Redacted 
[for others] REDACTED 

ADDITIONAL CONTACT _REDACTED 
PERSONS: 



REDACTED 



1 L 



REDACTED 

-TIT. 



(or -p. 



I L 



1 L 



^.ic\ f -U) / REDACTED 

ADV0DATE3/AT TeftNEY: REDACTED ^ fg^-^c o iL *i i\(L,.) REDACTED 

REDACTED ( ) 



REDACTED 



CASE CHRONOLOGY: 
DATE 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



- , REDACTED 



±LSj 



Ayi^gC Aju^-i~~JLJ) - / Ct»|</ ^R EDACTED 

■REDACTFD ' f"wz^;*K^ — >h;^~_^A v-euA^J-.-d -tvt^w 1 - 



REDACTED I „_ " V~Z 



/^-^ . ^- REDACTED (s-K-A^ - (i.sL^f Ann-hp*-**-^ 

+ REDACTED [^3- ^ ^ h ^u/ c.-.ptt^ 

REDACTED — ^ U V cbh-u^w ex. f^>w. - ^ 
^vva^te ^oiiV* — 5e^Dw Ail^a^w ^ f«*t^a* 

Letter W<~~ ^.REDACTED m Ue<,h„j ±, REDACTED OreJ.M*, , 
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CONFIDENTS 




September 15, 1994 

From: 

To : Msgr . Dyer 



Re: Dr. 



therapist) 



Dr. ^Bfl^ called this afterno on to say that you had wanted a particular 
letter from him regarding the ■■■1^ boy. This was before you went 
away to the Holy Land. 

He prepared the letter. However, the family insisted that the 

contents are so confidential that the letter must be picked up by hand. 

Dr. left a message on <VHB|^|HSJB phone that the letter was 

ready during your vacation, but did not hear anything from him. 



The letter remains ready and can be picked up at Dr. 



office. 



It would be good to call first to be sure he or his office manager will 
be there. The office is usually open from 9 to 4 . 



PRIORITY 

4 
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October 18, 1994 



Monsignor Tim Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 W. 9th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Monsignor Dyer: 

About ten years ago we befriended Fr. Lynn Caffoe. He has been an 
important part of our life since then. We shared his grief when 
the church placed him in special programs to deal with temperament 
and relationship problems. 

Fr. Lynn reconfirmed to us frequently his commitment to return to 
a full active priesthood life. Because he could not obtain credit, 
we (co-signed) guaranteed his purchase of a car. 

We now find ourselves in an awkward position. Recently obtained 
information indicates his problems were very serious ones. We have 
not heard from him for many months. The bank has asked us to pay 
off the remaining balance of $4,330 because he no longer makes 
payments. We do not know his whereabouts. We do not know where 
the car is. 

We have two daughters in college and don't need added debt. On one 
hand we feel we should pursue recovery through legal means. We 
feel victimized, deceived. On the other hand we worry about how 
this might affect Fr. Lynn, ourselves and others. 

We hope you understand our predicament. We would appreciate it if 
the church assists in the car payments. Thank you for your 
consideration about this unfortunate matter. 

Sincerely, 
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11/15/94 



COPY 



Dear Msgr. Dyer, 

I have been a friend of Fr. Lynn Caffoe since 1972. I am 
concerned and would like very much to make contact with him. Will 
you please forward the enclosed letter to him? 

If you are unable to forward the letter please return it to me 
so that I know not to wait for his reply. 




Hm. 
Wk. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 251-3284 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

900I5HQ4 



November 23, 1994 






Dear Mr.i 



I regret to tell you that Father Caffoe's whereabouts are unknown to the Archdiocese. 

The last address we have on record is no longer his residence, and he has left us no name of 
anyone through whom we can forward mail. 

If you should eventually contact Father Caffoe, you might relay the message that we are 
interested in his present situation and in his well-being. 

I am returning your letter to you. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 



(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 



Enclosures 



9815 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbar, 



CCI 003899 



RCALA001384 



DATE: 
FROM: 
TO: 
RE: 




MEMORANDUM 



January 19, 1995 



Msgr . Dyer 



Messages 



At the stroke of Noon today, having had no word, I called 
{flHHHHHHM at St. Luke's, extended our apologies, and 
told her Fr. would not be coming for January 22 and 

she could go ahead and use the space for someone else. 



I received a phone message via ■■■■ from a Doctor 
Regarding Wtmmmmttmtmm (Caffoe case) . It seems the 

former therapi st, Dr . ■HHQ has moved out of state. 
^•■H is ■MHVBe new therapist would wishes to know 
if that is ok with the Archdiocese and if we will continue 
to pay. 




fizgig 



I checked the file. The last bill we paid Dr. 
in September, so it would seem to have been some 
has seen a therapist. 



was 
time since 



With that in mind, I called Dr. ^MB— got his tape — and left 
word that we had his message and that you would call him 
to let him know if the Archdiocese will accept billings from 
him. 

His number is 

There is also a note in the Caffoe file from late last summer 
indicatin g that Dr . ■■■■■ had prepared a letter for you but 
that the ■■■■■1 concern for confidentiality was so great that 
it must be p icked up by hand. Your instructions were to call 
^■PHIHM^ and ask him if he could pick it up. I did that. 
Whatever it said, it does: not seem to be in the Caffoe file at 
this time. 
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May the faith and hope 
of Christinas 
light your way 
the whole year through 
REDACTED 
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C 




REDACTED 



3424 

Wilshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

California 

90010-2241 




January 18, 1997 
REDACTED 



DeaiREDACTED 

I would like to acknowledge receipt of the recent letter that you mailed to Father Lynn 
Caffoe in care of St. James Church. However, we do not have a current address for him. 

Please let me know whether you would like me to send it back to you, or if you would 
prefer that we hold it here until we can forward it to him. You can send your response to 
the above address. 



Sincerely yours, 
REDACTED 
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Loomis, Msgr. Richard A. 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Thursday, February 12, 1998 3:23 PM 
Loomis, Msgr. Richard A. 
Call from I^H^m 





HHHN 11 ^ at 3:15 p.m. asking for an address for Father Lynn Caffoe. He is on "in-active" leave and we 

have no address. She then asked if there was someone she could speak to regarding something that happened in 
her family some years ag o with F ather Caffoe. I told her just to give me enough information so that I would know who 
to refer her call to. Father^PHp was busy with dictation and couldn't take the call. Can you call her back? She 
sounded sincere and nervous. I could hear small children in the background. Her number j s gsOBRto 



Same Day; 3:30 PM - she is 28 years old. As a child, she went to St Callistus, and her family knew Fr. Lynn Caffoe 
They had problems with him. She asked if we knew where he is. I told her that Fr. Caffoe took aJeave of absence 
and vanished. We have not been in contact with him for several years and don't know where h e is. S he said that he 
sexually molested her brother. She was very upset. I asked her to have her brother contact Fr.SIBand myself 
We would be open to hearing his story and seeing if psychological help is indicated. She thankedmeand said that 
she would speak with her brother and be back in touch with me. 
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REDACTED /A^ 

To . Fr REDACTED 

Su'bject: REDACTED 



Father, 

REDACTED 

REDACTED _ j s Fr. Lynn Caffoe's victim. He was in therapy with Dr. from February, 1994 until he moved 
out of state at the end of 1 994. 

He was in therapy with Dr. REDACTED from Jan. 1995 through the end of June, 1997. He was never in our protocol. 

^ redacted serv j ce called the office requesting permission to bill the Archdiocese because REDACTED suffered 
bgst a crisis. Dr.' BECraED thinks that he would only need to see him a maximum of four times. 

REDACTED ;DACTED . gave a pp rova | w ith the condition that anything beyond that would have to be reviewed by 
you. 
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Middle :R. 



CLERGY DATABASE 

Last .-Caf foe TiHa Btt 

Title.-Rev. First: Lynn 

Color Blue 

" • Caffoe picked un and -^^^^^^^HBIBBIHH^^^^^HHH^HMHHH^^^^Mbm^ 

01/19/95: r^n'* ^^^^MM ^ ■ 

^»took hxs two confidential files for revie^ -1 " 05/22/98 **■ 
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TO: File 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Reverend Lynn Caffoe 

DATE: 13 January 2003 



MrjfBHSHHfi^alled today and I spoke with him. . He indicated that a reporter from NBC 
has tried to contact him to request an interview about the report of misconduct he made about 
Father Caffoe. He had spoken to Monsignor Dyer a number of years ago. Apparently NBC has 
located Lynn Caffoe, working for a Church (not a Catholic one) in northern California. 

He wanted to give us a "heads up" and also ask for advice. I thanked him. I indicated that I was 
not the appropriate person to give him advice, other than to urge him to speak trathfully and to 
make his own decisions about what he wished to disclose or not to disclose. I assured him I 
would pray that the Holy Spirit give him wisdom in this. 

He indicated that he receives good support. He did engage in counseling but is not in counseling 
now, and somet imes thinks that some renewed counsel might be beneficial. I gave him Sister 
■HH^Bpname and indicated that should he ever wish additional counseling he was 
welcome to contact her. 
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Posted on Tue, Feb. 18, 2003 



Alleged abuser now gone 

By VICTORIA MAN LEY 
vmanley@montereyherald.com 

A former priest who left the Roman Catholic Church in 1994 after 
being accused of molesting a teenage boy in Southern California 
apparently has been working in Salinas for the past two years as an 
advocate for the homeless. 

Lynn Caffoe had been working at a United States Mission office in 
Salinas until officials there asked him to leave two weeks ago after 
learning of his history. Since then, his whereabouts have been 
unclear. 

"We had no Idea," said a man at United States Mission who would 
give only his first name, Allen. He described Caffoe as an "ordinary 
guy." 

"He got along with everybody, and he did his job well." 

Allen said Caffoe did "administrative stuff, regular paperwork," for 
the organization, which operates out of a house on Soto Place, two 
blocks from Santa Rita Elementary School. 

Allen said Caffoe lived at the Soto Place house but would leave every 
Sunday for church and not return until Monday. 

"We didn't know what he did," he said. 

United States Mission is a nondenominational, Christian, nonprofit 
organization that takes in homeless people on a temporary basis. In 
exchange, the residents are asked to solicit donations door-to-door 
to support the organization. 

There are several United States Mission houses throughout the 
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country, organization officials say, primarily in the western United 
States. 

Allen said the organization serves only homeless adults. 
"There is no one here under 18," he said. 
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Neighbors said Monday that they didn't recognize a photo of Caffoe, 
but clerks at a nearby Quik Stop Market and 7-Eleven store said he 
often visited their stores. 
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Caffoe's past came to light when a reporter for a San Jose television 
station approached Caffoe and United States Mission representatives 
two weeks ago. 

In a news report broadcast Friday, Caffoe admitted he was the 
former priest, identified in Southern California news reports, who 
had been accused of molesting a young boy. The television account, 
aired on KNTV-11, said Caffoe promised to turn himself in to police, 
though it does not appear he faces any criminal charges. 

Caffoe's past hasn't been well-documented. He was identified in an 
August article in the Los Angeles Times as one of several ex-clergy 
members who have evaded answering reports of sexual misconduct, 
as well as in a November article in USA Today about Catholic priests 
who have been accused of sexually abusing minors. 
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According to the Los Angeles Times and others, Caffoe left the 
Diocese of Los Angeles in 1994 after a high school student made an 
allegation of molestation at St. James Church in Redondo Beach to a 
counselor at Bishop Montgomery High School in Torrance. 

Caffoe also had been sent to therapy at a Catholic facility in 
Maryland after being accused of molestation in 1991, the reports 
said. 

Just last week, Los Angeles attorney Raymond P. Boucher filed a 
lawsuit against Caffoe on behalf of a young man who said he was 
molested by Caffoe in the 1990s. 

Boucher, who has represented several dozen other alleged victims of 
sexual abuse by priests, said Monday that he has been looking for 
Caffoe for several months. 

"I wasn't able to track him down Until recently," Boucher said 
Monday. He said Huntington Beach police received a complaint about 
Caffoe in 1994 but that no charges were filed. 

Caffoe became acquainted with United States Mission five years ago 
when he was homeless and staying in a San Diego house, said Brian 
Jones, a spokesman for United States Mission in Portland, Ore. 
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Before Caffoe moved to Salinas, he had lived in United States 
Mission homes in San Diego, Portland and Modesto. 

"This all came as a big surprise to us," Jones said. After the 
television reporter met with Caffoe two weeks ago, he "just took off 
and disappeared. We're all very saddened by it." 

Salinas police said they haven't heard of Caffoe. Boucher said he 
hopes someone steps forward and reports his whereabouts. 



Victoria Maniey can be reached at 646-4478. 
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MEMORANDUM 



TO: 




FROM 



Monsignor Craig 



RE: 



Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 



DATE: 



12 December 2005 



We have contact information for Father Caffoe at this time. 



His address is: 



His phone is: 




Please put this in his C-file. There is no need to put this into the databases. 
Thank you. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Gergy 
(213) 637-7284 



3424 

Wilshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

California 

90010-220Z 



December 12, 2005 



Lynn R. Caffoe 




Dear Father Caffoe: 

I recently learned of your address and wanted to take this opportunity to write. I hope you are 
well. 



As I am sure you are aware, the Archdiocese has received several complaints alleging 
misconduct by you. Those claims are subject of litigation and the ongoing settlement talks. At 
this point, we do not have any sense of what the outcome of those legal processes may be. 

As required by the Vatican's revised norms for handling complaints of sexual misconduct with 
minors, contained in the document Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Cardinal Mahony made a 
report to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the accusations made against 
you. We had no information about your whereabouts at that time and so I was unable to inform 
you of this step when we prepared our report for the Vatican. 

In that report, we requested that the Congregation issue a decree dismissing you from the clerical 
state. This request was made in accord with the provisions of the Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People issued by the American bishops. 

Had I known how to contact you at the time, I would first have written to you to inquire whether 
you might prefer to seek laicization voluntarily. Many of our priests out of ministry have chosen 
to take this step as a less onerous and more dignified option. My own hope is that you will be 
willing to submit such a petition. I am enclosing a sample petition for your review. If you wish o 
petition for laicization, you may adapt this sample, sign it and return it to me. I will then take 
care infomhng the Congregation of the petition. 

If you wish to contact me by phone to discuss this matter, you may reach me at jP^QHHBQ. I 

will be happy to answer any questions you may have. I hope to hear from you very soon, and in 
the meantime I assure you of my prayers. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

/P - r\ n - 



ML&n^ignor Craig A. Cox.xT.C.D. 

(Vic^rlor Clergy 183122 
enclosure: sample petition 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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TO: 




FROM: Monsignor Craig 

RE: Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 

DATE: 12 December 2005 



We have contact information for Father Caffoe at this time. 




His address is: 
His phone is: 

Please put this in his C-file. There is no need to put this into the databases. 
Thank you. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Qergy 
(213) 637-7284 



3424 



Boulevard 



Wilshire 



Los Angeles 

California 

90010-2202 



December 12, 2005 



Lynn R. Caffoe 




Dear Father Caffoe: 

I recently learned of your address and wanted to take this opportunity to write. I hope you are 
well. 

As I am sure you are aware, the Archdiocese has received several complaints alleging 
misconduct by you. Those claims are subject of litigation and the ongoing settlement talks. At 
this point, we do not have any sense of what the outcome of those legal processes may be. 

As required by the Vatican's revised norms for handling complaints of sexual misconduct with 
minors, contained in the document Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Cardinal Mahony made a 
report to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the accusations made against 
you. We had no mformation about your whereabouts at that time and so I was unable to inform 
you of this step when we prepared our report for the Vatican. 

In that report, we requested that the Congregation issue a decree dismissing you from the clerical 
state. This request was made in accord with the provisions of the Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People issued by the American bishops. 

Had I known how to contact you at the time, I would first have written to you to inquire whether 
you might prefer to seek laicization voluntarily. Many of our priests out of ministry have chosen 
to take this step as a less onerous and more dignified option. My own hope is that you will be 
willing to submit such a petition. I am enclosing a sample petition for your review. If you wish o 
petition for laicization, you may adapt this sample, sign it and return it to me. I will then take 
care informing the Congregation of the petition. 

If you wish to contact me by phone to discuss this matter, you may reach me at^m^| I 
will be happy to answer any questions you may have. I hope to hear from you very soon, and in 
the meantime I assure you of my prayers. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 




(VicarTor Clergy 
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Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angeis San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Reverend" Lynn R. Caffoe 




DATE 
SAMPLE 



His Holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI 
Vatican City State 



Your Holiness : 

I, Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe, hereby petilionior a dispensation from the obligations of the Sacred 
Order of Presbyter and the related obligations of the clerical state. 

I was ordained for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in 1971 . I have been out of active priestly 
ministry since 1 99 1 . There is no hope of any return to rninistry. 

Thus, I present this petition for a dispensation from clerical obligations as an acknowledgement 
of the reality of my situation. Facing that reality is critical for my own spiritual welfare, as well 
as for the greater good of the Church. 

I hope and pray that you will respond favorably to this request. 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 



DIOCESE- 


Los Angeles in California 


NAME OF ORDINARY 


Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 


CDF PRGT. N. {if available) 




NAME OF CLERIC 


Reverend Lynn R. Caffoe 



PERSONAL 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC 



Date of Birth 



Ordination 



12 December 1945 



29 May 1971 



Age 



Years of ministry 



ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION 



MINISTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 



PROCURATOR {include original signed mandate) 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCURATOR 



Los Angeles in California 



Whereabouts Currently Unknown 



58 



20 



ASSIGNMENTS 



Year 


Parish 


Location 


Appointment 


1971 


St. Callistus 


Garden Grove, CA 


Parochial Vicar 


1975 


Our Lady of Peace 


Norm Hills (Sepulveda), CA 


Parochial Vicar 


1982 


St. Bede the Venerable 


La Canada -Flintridge, CA 


Parochial Vicar 


1986 


St James 


Redondo Beach, CA 


Parochial Vicar 


1991 


St. Maria Goretti 


Long Beach, CA 


Resident 


1991 






Sick Leave 


1994 






Absent without Leave 



ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 



Year 


Victim 


Age 


Imputable Acts 


Denunciation 


1988- 
1994 




10- 
16 


Grooming, mutual masturbation, oral 
copulation (at least 100 instances) 


February 
1994 


1977- 
1978 




12- 

13 


Full body massage and grabbing of 
penis ienethv embraces, sharing a bed 


2003 



183237 
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1974- 
1981 


REDACTED . 


10- 

10 


Oral sex, masturbation, attempted 
digital anal penetration ; fondling 
genitals and buttocks, kissing to mouth 

„ 1n A -Fro-rrncr tnnerne TTltO the mOUth 

(various types of abuse occurring one 
tn t-tvn times a week at ■periods) 


2003 


1973- 
1975 


KtUAL 1 tU 


10- 
12 


Anal pentration with finger, oral 
copulation, ejaculating in the minor's 
mouth, force minor to masturbate the 
priest, masturbating of the minor by the 
priest, fondHns genitals, French kissing 


2003 


- 1986- 
1991? ' 


REDACTED 


Under 

1 c 
I J 


Unwanted embracing and kissing on 
me cucck. . 


February 
1991 


1990? 


John Doe 1 


15 


Engaging in pornographic phone sexual 
activities with minor while alone in 
priest's quarters 


March 1991 


1982- 
1986? 


John Does 2-4 


under 
16 


Making videotapes of three male 
minors; on the tape encouragme rhem 
to arouse themselves, film their genitals 

vvH n cicbu.uj_Lo — — — — —— 


June 1992 


1975? 


REDACTED 


under 
16 


Report by the rninor male's sister that 
Fr. Caffoe "sexually molested" her 
younger brother when an altar boy. 


February 
1998 


1971- 
1972 


John Doe 5 


under 
16 


"Without giving bis name, man called to 
report that he had been abused sexually 
by Fr. Caffoe while he was an altar 
server at St Callistos. 


March 2002 






CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 


Year 


Type/Case 


Conviction 


Sentence (include copies of civil documents) 


2003 


Civil lawsuit for dsrnsgss 
(BC2899S0). REDACTED 


pending 




2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 
fBC307225)REDACTED 
REDACTED 


pending 




2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 
(BC308361),REDACTED 


pending 






Police Investigation 


ongoing 








MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 


Year 




1991 


J , ttntH REDACTED in 1991-1992. 

Placed on sick leave and sent to the 










SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 


During sick leave he was give* salary and medical benefits. He later left without leave and has had no 



suijport since that time. 
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RESPONSE/KECQTIRSE MADE BY THiC CLERIC 


Year 
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STATEMENT OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES REGARDING 
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES' COVERAGE 
OF THE LYNN CAFFOE CASE 

March 21, 2007 



The Tuesday, March 20 edition of the Los Angeles Times, and subsequent media reports, 
have wrongly claimed that Cardinal Roger Mahony himself recently wrote two different 
descriptions of a videotape discovered in 1992, more than a year after he removed Father 
Lynn Caffoe from ministry based on credible reports of misconduct with minors. 

In fact, Cardinal Mahony did not write, edit or otherwise supervise the production of the 
"proffer" on Lynn Caffoe, as the Los Angeles Times has claimed. The Archdiocese's legal 
team wrote the proffer as part of a Court-ordered mediation process. The purpose of the 
proffers was to provide a chronological index of certain important documents in a priest's 
personnel file, without disclosing content. All the files and documents were entrusted to 
the Court and reviewed by judges to determine that they were both complete and accurate. 

The lawyers who prepared the Caffoe proffer read a memo from Caffoe's personnel file 
describing a viewing of a videotape, the whereabouts of which had been unknown since 
1992. The lawyers understood the description in the memo to involve no touching and they 
and the judges who reviewed the memo concluded that it therefore involved no sexual 
activity. And, although some of the boys on the tape were reported to have removed their 
shirts, none had removed their pants, or exposed themselves in any way, and they were 
thus described in the proffer as having been fully clothed. 

The other document in question is Cardinal Mahony' s letter to the Vatican explaining why 
the Pope should revoke Lynn Caffoe's priesthood. This document, drafted for the purpose 
of fulflllmg Church law requirements for invoking this penalty, described the same content 
of the videotape more aggressively. Removed shirts were described as "partial nudity," and 
suggestive sexual comments were described as "criininal" (a "delict") in the context of 
Church law. 

The Los Angeles Times' attempt to harmonize two documents with completely different 
purposes is not only misleading, it is inconsequential to the goal; removing clergy at once 
who are credibly accused of sexual misconduct involving minors. Indeed, the Times 
ignores these most important facts: 

Sixteen years ago, Cardinal Mahony swiftly removed Caffoe from ministry after receiving 
credible reports of misconduct. He sent Caffoe to a psychologist for an initial assessment. 
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The psychologist filed a Suspected Child Abuse Report, thus notifying law enforcement. 
Cardinal Mahony barred Caffoe from further ministry. A short time later, Caffoe 
disappeared from the Archdiocese without notice. 

Cardinal Mahony's letter to the Vatican seeking the removal of Caffoe from the priesthood 
successfully persuaded Pope Benedict XVI to approve this penalty against Caffoe in 
January 2006. 
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March 27, 2007 



Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2202 

Dear Cardinal Mahony, 

The archdiocese's handling of Fr. Lynn Caffoe has recently drawn attention in the LA 
Times (March 20, 2007). While the Times has certainly sensationalized the story, we find 
that the Tidings rebuttal (March 22, 2007) does not put the problem to rest. 

It is difficult to rebut what seems clear to readers: whoever wrote the summary for 
Caffoe in the 2005 Addendum misrepresented the facts. The videotape in question did 
not show boys who were "fully clothed," but boys with their shirts off. Nor could 
anyone reasonably assert "No sexual activity" when, according to your letter to then 
Cardinal Ratzinger, now made public, the video showed boys in a state of arousal with 
sexual comments being made. 

In short, the people of the LA archdiocese were misled, possibly deliberately. It doesn't 
matter that judges approved the Addendum summaries; it matters that the people were 
misled. Nor does it make matters any better for the Tidings article to claim that 
"Cardinal Mahony swiftly removed Caffoe from ministry" in 1991, when the 
Addendum shows a long period with no action: there are reports of abuse (using 
various euphemisms) in his file dating from 1975, 1986 and 1991. 

Yes, as the Tidings article states, these revelations are "inconsequential," but they are 
indicative of the kinds of exposure that your office is likely to receive as the hundreds of 
unresolved cases proceed to trial and hundreds of previously undisclosed files are made 
public. 

We appeal to you, as we have in the past (July 29, 2005), that you stop allowing lawyers 
to interfere with the uncovering of the truth. We urge you, even at this late date, to 
change strategies and embark on a quite different course, a course of Truth and 
Reconciliation, similar to that which worked to create healing in South Africa. Release 
the files requested by the courts, and do not wait for them to be revealed bit by bit in 
sensationalized news articles. Yes, this would be a very startling and courageous action. 
But, with the uncovering of the truth, even of those facts that will be embarrassing to 
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you and other church o£ficials / reconciliation will come. Relief and release will come for 
the victims, their families and for us all. 

It is true that you have apologized on many occasions to the people of the archdiocese 
and sought our forgiveness for mistakes made in the handling of the sexual abuse cases. 
But — and we say this with deep respect for you— complete forgiveness can only come in 
a climate of complete openness. 

Yours Mthfully, 
REDACTED 



Voice of the Faithful, Santa Barbara 
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CMOB k 036 

Considered by CMOB 

Inactive Dale 10/1/2008 

Case Name Lynn Caffoe 

Active Case? □ 



Priest Name 
DOB 
Ethnicity 
Diocese 
Canon State 
Religious Order 
Incardination 
Date Of Ordination 
Clergy Status 



Caffoe, Lynn R. 
12/12/1945 
American (USA) 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Diocesan Priest 



1971 

Dismissed from Clerical State 



Clergy (Faculties) 

Religious □ 
Diocesan Q 
Description 



Deacon 
DOB 
Diocese 
Ethnicity 
Ordination 
Status 



Date Referred to Vicar 
Date Of Alleged Incident 
Alleged Victim 
Multiple Victims 
Accusers 
Investigation Complete 
Investigator Name 
Removed From Ministry 
Date Removed From Ministry 
Date Returned To Ministry 
Case Disposition 
DispositionComments 

Intervention 
Description 



Case Status 



Minor 

□ 

□ 
□ 



unresolved 



□ 

Inactive leave with no faculties; removed from ministry in 1 991 after 
allegations of molestation. Identified in L.A. Times article of August 25, 
2002. There are other complaints. His whereabouts is unknown. Msgr. Cox 
to give status report. 



February 12, 2003 



The Board agreed that involuntary laicization proceedings be 
initiated. 



409963 



Thursday, October 01, 2009 



Pagel of 2 



RCALA 001462 



November 10, 20C 
October 01, 2008 



One more failed attempt was made to locate 
been asked to simply dismiss him. 
Fr has been laicized. 



h; Rome has 



Follow Up 
Follow Up Date 
Legal Proceedings Criminal 
Legal Proceedings? □ 
Court Cases Set/led 
Response 
Response Date 
Sent To Rome? □ 
Canonical Trial D 
Canonical Disposition 
Page 



Date Sent To Rome 
Canonical Trial Date 



Thursday, October 01, 2009 
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ID 

CMOS ft 

Case Name 

Active Case? 

Cleric Name 

Cleric Age 

Cleric Ethnicity 

Incardination 

Date Of Ordination 

Clergy Status 

Date Referred To Vicar 

Claimant 

Date Of Alleged Incident 
Investigation Complete 
Investigator Name 
Date Investigation Initiated 
Date Investigation Completed 
Case Disposition 

Intervention 
Description 



Case Status 
February 12, 2003 

November 10, 2004 



Follow Up 
Follow Up Date 
Legal Proceedings 
Sent To Rome? 
Canonical Trial 
Canonical Disposition 
Page 



36 
036 

Lynn Caffoe 

□ 

Caffoe, Lynn 
57 



1971 



□ 



□ 

Inactive leave with no faculties; removed from ministry in 1991 after 
allegations of molestation. Identified in L. A. Times article of August 
25, 2002. There are other complaints. His whereabouts is unknown. 
Msgr. Cox to give status report. 



The Board agreed that involuntary laicization 

proceedings be initiated. 

One more failed attempt was made to locate 

him; Rome has been asked to simply dismiss 

him, 



□ 
□ 



Date Sent To Rome 
Canonical Trial Date 



Tuesday, May 23, 2006 



Page 1 ofl 
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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record 



Lynn R. Caffoe 



Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 
Birth City 

Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 
Date of Incardination 
Religious Community 
Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 
Seminary 
Ethnicity 



12/12/1945 

Jamestown, New York, USA 
5/29/1971 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Latin 

Dismissed from Clerical State 
St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 
American (USA) 



Age 63 
Deanery 22 



Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 
Safeguard Training 



Assignment History 

Assignment Beginning Date Completion Date 



Dismissed from Clerical State, Rescript from the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, Prot. no. 867/2004 


1/20/2006 




Inactive Leave, Absent without leave. 


7/1/1992 


1/20/2006 


Sick Leave 


8/21/1991 


6/30/1992 


St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, Long Beach Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 


7/1/1991 


8/20/1991 


St. James Catholic Church, Redondo Beach Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 


9/22/1986 


6/30/1991 


St. Bede the Venerable Catholic Church, La Canada Flintridge Associate 
Pastor (Parochial Vicar), Active Service 


7/9/1982 


9/21/1986 


Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, North Hills Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 


6/16/1975 


7/8/1982 


St. Callistus Catholic Church, Garden Grove Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 


6/14/1971 


6/15/1975 
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Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 
Rev Lynn R. Caffoe 



Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 
Birth Place 
Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 
Date of Incardination 
Religious Community 
Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 



12/12/1945 

Jamestown, New York, USA 
5/29/1971 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
5/29/1971 

Latin 

Inactive Leave 



Age: 61 
Deanery: 22 



Seminary 
Ethnicity 



St. John Seminary, Camarillo 
American (USA) 



Assignment History 

Assignment 

St. Callistus Catholic Church, Garden Grove Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, North Hills Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Bede the Venerable Catholic Church, La Canada Flintridge Associate 
Pastor (Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. James Catholic Church, Redondo Beach Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, Long Beach Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Sick Leave 

Inactive Leave, Absent without leave. 



Beginning Date Completion Date 

6/14/1971 6/15/1975 



6/16/1975 
7/9/1982 

9/22/1986 

7/1/1991 

8/21/1991 
7/1/1992 



7/8/1982 
9/21/1986 
6/30/1991 
8/20/1991 
6/30/1992 



Background Information 



Salutation 

Social Security Number 
Citizenship 



Father 

REDACTED 
U.S.A. 
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Immigration Status Citizen 
Green Card End Date 

Payroll in lieu of stipends □ 

Enrolled in Pension Plan □ 

Receiving Pension? q 

Retired in Rectory? □ 

IVi/l Filed? □ 

Reference 
Power of Attorney Health Care □ 

Power of Attorney Finance □ 
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STATEMENT OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES REGARDING 
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES' COVERAGE 
OF THE LYNN CAFFOE CASE 

March 21, 2007 



The Tuesday, March 20 edition of the Los Angeles Times, and subsequent media reports, have 
wrongly claimed that Cardinal Roger Mahony himself recently wrote two different descriptions 
of a videotape discovered in 1992, more than a year after he removed Father Lynn Caffoe from 
ministry based on credible reports of misconduct with minors. 

In fact, Cardinal Mahony did not write, edit or otherwise supervise the production of the 
"proffer" on Lynn Caffoe, as the Los Angeles Times has claimed. The Archdiocese's legal team 
wrote the proffer as part of a Court-ordered mediation process. The purpose of the proffers was 
to provide a chronological index of certain important documents in a priest's personnel file, 
without disclosing content. All the files and documents were entrusted to the Court and reviewed 
by judges to determine that they were both complete and accurate. 

The lawyers who prepared the Caffoe proffer read a memo from Caffoe' s personnel file 
describing a viewing of a videotape, the whereabouts of which had been unknown since 1992. 
The lawyers understood the description in the memo to involve no touching and they and the 
judges who reviewed the memo concluded that it therefore involved no sexual activity. And, 
although some of the boys on the tape were reported to have removed their shirts, none had 
removed their pants, or exposed themselves in any way, and they were thus described in the 
proffer as having been folly clothed. 

The other document in question is Cardinal Mahony' s letter to the Vatican explaining why the 
Pope should revoke Lynn Caffoe' s priesthood. This document, drafted for the purpose of 
fulfilling Church law requirements for invoking this penalty, described the same content of the 
videotape more aggressively. Removed shirts were described as "partial nudity," and suggestive 
sexual comments were described as "criminal" (a "delict") in the context of Church law. 

The Los Angeles Times' attempt to harmonize two documents with completely different 
purposes is not only misleading, it is inconsequential to the goal: removing clergy at once who 
are credibly accused of sexual misconduct involving minors. Indeed, the Times ignores these 
most important facts: 

Sixteen years ago, Cardinal Mahony swiftly removed Caffoe from ministry after receiving 
credible reports of misconduct. He sent Caffoe to a psychologist for an initial assessment. The 
psychologist filed a Suspected Child Abuse Report, thus notifying law enforcement. Cardinal 
Mahony barred Caffoe from further ministry. A short time later, Caffoe disappeared from the 
Archdiocese without notice. 

Cardinal Mahony' s letter to the Vatican seeking the removal of Caffoe from the priesthood 
successfully persuaded Pope Benedict XVI to approve this penalty against Caffoe in January 
2006. 

mm# 
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FATHER LYNN CAFFOE 



Date 


Description 


12/12/45 


Bom in Jamestown, New York 


5/29/71 


Ordained in Los Angeles. 


6/14/71 


Associate Pastor at St. Callistus, Garden Grove. 


1/21/75 


Parents of altar boys make complaint to pastor of a boundary 
violation. 


6/16/75 


Associate Pastor at Our Lady of Peace, Sepulveda. 


7/9/82 


Associate Pastor at Saint Bede The Venerable Church, La Canada. 


5/23/86 


A nun reported a boundary violation. 


9/22/86 


Associate Pastor of St. James Parish, Redondo Beach. 


5/8/89 


Anonymous woman reports what she felt was inappropriate 
behavior in two incidents involving two separate boys. 


3/20/91 


The pastor and the school principal (a nun) at St. James report to 
Vicar for Clergy various boundary violations by Ft. Caffoe. 


3/22/91 


Three families report to a Deacon at St. James that Fr. Caffoe was 
overly familiar with their teenage sons. 


4/2/91 


Fr. Caffoe meets with Vicar for Clergy 


5/2/91 


Begins seeing therapist. 


5/8/91 


After seeing Fr. Caffoe, the therapist files a "suspected child abuse 
report." 


5/13/91 


Fr. Caffoe signs agreement with Archdiocese restricting his 
ministry. 


6/9/91 


Enters St. Luke Institute for evaluation. 


6/19/91 


Evaluation report from St. Luke Institute regarding Fr. Caffoe. 


6/27/91 


Report of violation of restrictions. This is a non-sexual restriction 
violation. 


7/1/91 


Assigned for residence to St. Maria Goretti Church, Long Beach 
with no assignment as he was on sabbatical. 


7/17/91 


Letter from Archbishop, ordering Fr. Caffoe to enter treatment 
program at St. Luke Institute. 


8/22/91 


Admitted to St. Luke Institute. 


3/6/92 


Letter from Archbishop notifying Fr. Caffoe that upon his return 
from St. Luke he must enter into whatever after-care plan St. Luke 
set forth, he would be on inactive leave and he would have to spend 
a minimum of 3-5 years living outside a priestly assignment. 


3/31/92 


Discharged from St. Luke, signing a "continuing care contract." 


6/10/92 


Two priests at St. Bede's report finding an undated videotape in Fr. 
Caffoe 's room of improper behavior with several high school boys. 
No sexual activity. The boys are fully clothed. 


7/1/92 


Placed on inactive leave. 


7/17/92 


Resides at private residence in Long Beach. 


9/28/92 


Attends continuing care program at St. Luke. 


3/8/93 


Attends continuing care program at St. Luke. 
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Date 


Description 


5/12/93 


Begins to see Los Angeles therapist on weekly basis. 


2/11/94 


Vicar for Clergy interviewed high school boy who reported that he 
was sexually abused from approximately 1988 until December, 
1993 by Fr. Caffoe. This abuse began at St. James School in 
Redondo Beach. 


2/17/94 


Shortly before this date, Counselor at Bishop Montgomery High 
School filed Suspected Child Abuse Report about the boy 
mentioned in the last entry with Child Protective Services. Police 
were due to begin investigation. 


3/13/94 


Working at cab company. 


3/13/94 


Report from Vicar to Archbishop that another minor boy "is also 
suspected to have been involved with or at least knowledgeable of 
Fr. Caffoe' s alleged misconduct." 


8/4/94 


Fr. Caffoe's whereabouts unknown. 


2/12/98 


Report from adult female that her adult brother was sexually abused 
as a minor by Fr. Caffoe while at St. Callistus Church. 


3/8/02 


Anonymous male caller reports that he was sexually abused by Fr. 
Caffoe from 1968-72, while serving as an altar boy at St. Callistus 
Church. 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES - MARCH 20, 2007 

Mahony accounts of abuse case tape differ 

Plaintiffs say he gave the Vatican a graver version of priest's role than he gave the public. 

By John Spano, Times Staff Writer 

At least six months after Cardinal Roger M. Mahony told his superiors at the Vatican that a 
videotape provided proof of a priest's criminal misconduct with high school boys, the head of the 
Los Angeles Archdiocese told the public that the tape showed no sexual activity between Father 
Lynn Caffoe and the boys, according to court records. 

■ Documents newly filed in the Caffoe civil case provide the first glimpse into confidential priest files 
that Mahony sought for four years to keep sealed in the midst of a sexual abuse scandal that 
engulfed the archdiocese. He eventually took the secrecy fight to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

In a letter to then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger before Ratzinger became pope in April 2005, 
Mahony said Caffoe had videotaped "partially naked" boys in a state of sexual arousal. The tape 
was "objective verification that criminal behavior did occur," Mahony wrote, according to papers 
filed last week in Los Angeles County Superior Court in a lawsuit by four plaintiffs who allege that 
Caffoe abused them. 

In October 2005, in what Mahony told parishioners was the "fullest possible disclosure" about the 
scandal, he reported that a videotape had been discovered in 1 992 in Caffoe's bedroom, 
depicting "improper behavior" with high school boys. But the cardinal said the boys were "fully 
clothed" and there was no sexual activity. 

Since that report, an appellate court ordered Mahony to turn over confidential files to prosecutors, 
and a Superior Court judge ruled that the files must be given to plaintiffs suing the church for 
damages for allegedly failing to protect them from pedophile priests. 

J. Michael Hennigan, Mahony's lawyer, said he sees no contradiction between Mahony's public 
statements and the file contents because at the time the cardinal spoke out, the archdiocese was 
under court order not to reveal the contents of the personnel files. Hennigan said two judges had 
reviewed the material and considered the summary to be adequate. The statements "were not 
intended to be a description of the contents of the files, which we were not allowed to do," 
Hennigan said. They merely served as "an index, a chronology." 

He said he does not think Mahony ever saw the videotape, which is not in the church files and 
may never have been there, Hennigan said. 

Mahony's letter to the Vatican, though still not fully public, was quoted in a court filing by four 
people who say they were victimized by Caffoe. Their lawyers argue that the letter and other 
documents, newly released to the plaintiffs, show that Mahony and other officials of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Los Angeles misrepresented the breadth and seriousness of the priest abuse 
reports that they received in the years before they moved to fully address the molestation 
problem. 

"Let me be very clear on this: The cardinal did not turn over this information willingly," said Irvine 
attorney Katherine K. Freberg, who represents plaintiffs in the Caffoe case. "He was forced to by 
the courts. It is only because of this civil lawsuit filed by these brave victims that we uncovered all 
the salacious details about what the archdiocese knew about Father Caffoe molesting children." 

Caffoe, 61, has been accused of molesting multiple minors between 1975 and 1994. He left the 
area in 1994 after his therapist reported an abuse allegation to child-protection authorities, and he 
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has not been charged with a crime. Freberg said she has been unable to locate him, but his 
- lawyer, Donald Steier, said he is alive and actively fought to keep his files confidential. 

Sandi Gibbons, a spokeswoman for Los Angeles County Dist. Atty. Steve Cooley, said Mahony 
had not reported Caffoe's alleged crime to prosecutors. 

"Not to the knowledge of the people in this office who have been involved in the clergy abuse 
cases for several years," she said. 

Whether the videotape could serve as the basis for prosecution depends on when it was made, 
who is in it, and whether they would testify, Gibbons added. 

The suit by the four Caffoe accusers, which is set for trial in August, is one of more than 500 
claims filed against the archdiocese over the decades-long clergy abuse scandal. The 
archdiocese paid $60 million to settle with 45 victims in December. 

The church long has kept confidential files on sensitive issues involving priests, including sexual 
abuse accusations and reports of drinking or mental health problems, as well as records of 
referrals for treatment, reassignments and other personnel matters. 

Caffoe's accusers cited portions of his file as support for a motion to seek punitive damages 
against the church, alleging that it engaged in "oppression, fraud and malice" in disregarding 
multiple allegations about the priest's misconduct with children. 

Mahony called a 2004 report to parishioners "the best information we can glean at this time." In 
an addendum a year later, Mahony said three families had reported Caffoe to their parish in 1991 
for being "overly familiar" with their teenage sons. 

Mahony sent Caffoe to a residential treatment center for sexual offender priests, then placed him 
on "inactive leave" with no priestly assignment. The cardinal filed an amendment to the report in 
2005, which he said summarized the contents of the church's confidential files. In the 
amendment, Mahony revealed that complaints had been lodged against Caffoe as far back as 
1975, when parents of altar boys at St. Callistus Parish in Garden Grove reported a "boundary 
violation" to a pastor. 

The church has defined "boundary violation" as an indiscretion "without any evidence of actual 
molestation." • • 

In a sworn statement taken last month as part of the Caffoe civil suit, however, one of the altar 
boys' parents said she told the parish priest that Caffoe had molested her third-grader: 

Q: "Did (your son) mention to you any fondling of his private parts?" 

A: "Yes. He said, 'He stuck his tongue in my mouth and touched my private parts — tried to touch 
my private parts.' " 

The chancellor of the diocese, identified in court papers as Msgr. John Rawden, who served 
under Archbishop Timothy Manning, Mahony's predecessor, left a note in Caffoe's personnel file 
stating the priest had been accused of being "overly affectionate" with altar boys. 

Hennigan said that Rawden may have used "euphemisms" 30 years ago, but insisted that 
Mahony had accurately reported what was in the files he inherited when he became archbishop 
of Los Angeles in 1985. 

"It sounds like an accurate description of what's in the file," Hennigan said. "It did not purport to 
be an accurate description of what happened." 
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According to the church report in 2005, a nun complained of another "boundary violation" in 1986. 
Caffoe's accusers, in their court filing, say the complaint they recently obtained actually stated: 
"Strictly confidential: don't like his association with boys. Think he should not have boys in his 
room." 

A further note from a monsignor concluded that Caffoe had been engaging in "a few things that 
are clearly against policy, e.g. minors in his room," the court filing said. 

In 1989, Caffoe was named associate pastor of St. James Parish in Redondo Beach. That same 
year, an anonymous woman complained that she had seen Caffoe on separate occasions 
engaged in what Mahony described in his 2005 public report as "inappropriate behavior" with two 
boys. 

The church's files show the complaint accused Caffoe of hugging and fondling the boys, the 
plaintiffs argue in their court papers. Msgr. Thomas Curry, then vicar for clergy for Mahony, 
informed Caffoe of the complaint but asked for no explanation, made no accusations and took no 
further action, according to allegations contained in court papers. 

Church spokesmen have said that was because the complainant insisted on being anonymous. 

Mahony's 2005 report said the next complaint came in 1991, when "the pastor and the school 
principal (a nun) at St. James report to vicar for clergy various boundary violations by Fr. Caffoe." 

According to the plaintiffs, newly filed court documents, the complaint was that Caffoe "seems to 
spend an inordinate amount of time with the boys hired to work in the rectory part-time.... The 
principal recalled that she once found Fr. Caffoe alone with an eighth-grader in a dark area of the 
parish hall, an event which the archbishop deemed 'strongly suggestive of improper behavior. 1 " 

Less than a week later in 1 991 , parents of three boys also complained about Caffoe, according to 
the church report. A month after that, the church restricted Caffoe's ministry — after the priest's 
therapist reported the suspected abuse to law enforcement. 
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